St. Jerome Norwalk

Under the Scope

September 18, 2022

St. Jerome Schedule This Week
Monday - Friday
9:00 AM Daily Mass

Weekends
Saturday - 4:00 PM
Sunday - 8:00 AM & 10:00 AM
(10 AM live streamed)

Confessions
Saturdays 3:00 - 3:30 PM
Our Church and Outdoor Stations of the Cross are open Daily 9-5 for private prayer!
Facebook page (@stjeromenorwalk)

It is the 25th Sunday in Ordinary Time. The weekend readings remind us that we are God’s
stewards and that God expects faithful and prudent stewardship from us. They challenge
us to use our God-given talents and blessings, such as wealth, wisely to attain heavenly
bliss. In the gospel, Jesus says, “The person who is trustworthy in very small matters is also
trustworthy in great ones, and the person who is dishonest in very small matters is also
dishonest in great ones.” Let us ponder over Jesus’ words and think about the
responsibilities that God entrusted to us. Because there is a mention of wealth in the Gospel,
I would like to discuss the annual pastoral letter. Before you read that, I would like to make
some announcements.
Jim and Dina Howe will receive the St. Augustine Medal of Honor from Bishop Caggiano
for their years of service to St. Jerome church. Let us congratulate them for their
continued help.
Kate Lucas, one of our parish council members, resigned from the council due to her job
conflicts. Our last parish council chose (name picked from the hat) John Vallerie to
replace Kate. Thanks to Kate for contributing to the council, and we welcome John to
the council.
Jeff Spahr will continue to serve as the parish council chair for the coming year, and
Shelli Sullivan will remain as the secretary. Thanks to both.
The first REACH (Grades 1-5) Sunday is Oct 2nd. We look forward to welcoming
parents and children to attend a welcome meeting at 9 am at St. Jerome church. In that
meeting, we will have plenty of time to discuss the faith formation for 2022-2023. On
the same day, we will begin our Middle School program at St. Jerome. We will have that
session in the evening from 4-7 pm. The first day of the High School youth will be
finalized soon. Thanks to all the team members for working so hard.
Team Ambassadors have begun preparations for the upcoming Ministry fair that will be
held on Oct 22-23. Thanks to all who help the team. More details will follow.
Team Ambassadors have started a communion ministry at Autumn Lake nursing home.
One of the team members visits the people every Wednesday. Thanks to the team
members for their great initiative.
Special thanks to everyone who contributed to India House Project. We got around
$3,500 from St. Jerome. It was very generous and unexpected support from our
parishioners.
Now, I would like to invite you to read my pastoral letter. The financial details are given on
the parish website. Please review them after reading the letter.
Yours Lovingly – Fr. Rojin

September 16, 2022
Dear St. Jerome Parishioners:
As summer 2022 ends, it is time again to report on the financial position of our parish
for the prior fiscal year ending June 30, 2022 (July 1, 2021, to June 30, 2022). The past
fiscal year started with many of our parish activities restricted due to the pandemic;
however, as time passed, vaccines allowed us to begin worship in person again and
expand our community’s in-person activities. While there are still many people dealing with
the effects of Covid-19, and we pray for their quick recovery; hopefully, we are on a path
that allows each of us to return to our daily pre-pandemic religious activities.
Over the past two years, the resilience of our St. Jerome community has shown
through day after day. No matter what challenges we faced due to the pandemic,
including financial disruption and limiting social interaction, our parish remained vibrant
and looking forward to the future. Our recent celebration at the Raffle in June is an
excellent example of how our parish life is beginning to return to pre-pandemic norms;
however, much work is left to do. For instance, we have made many changes in our
religious education programs to adapt to new ways of communicating and interacting with
our young parishioners in teaching the words of Our Lord and our Catholic Faith. We must
continue looking for new ways to expand our ministries throughout our parish and the
surrounding community.
One of the strongest examples I can think of to show the resilience of our parish is the
continuing financial commitment our parishioners have demonstrated during the pandemic.
While St. Jerome experienced some reduction in overall offertory receipts, we were
blessed that so many parishioners were able to continue some level of support for the
parish! Many parishes in the Diocese of Bridgeport and across the U.S. were not as
fortunate as St. Jerome. Moreover, parishioners and parish staff tirelessly kept our
expenses down as much as possible. The end result for the most recent fiscal year ended
June 30, 2022 (FY21/22), resulted in a continued strengthening of our parish’s financial
position.

The financial report accompanying this letter was prepared and approved by the
Finance Council. The format of the report is consistent with the report provided for the
prior fiscal year and follows the Diocese of Bridgeport financial reporting standard.
Overall, for the fiscal year ended June 30, 2022, the parish recorded a net increase in
assets of $225,231 comprised of two key components: (i) $119,163 net ordinary income and
(ii) $106,068 increase in temporarily restricted assets, including $91,018 of We Stand With
Christ funding. Included in the net ordinary income was a gross income of $60,105 due to
the forgiveness of loans provided by the Federal government in 2020 as Covid-19
financial assistance. The overall growth in cash of $183,514 provides our parish with
greater financial security and the financial resources to support existing and new parish
activities.
Our financial results for the fiscal year ending June 30, 2022, indicate that our parish is a
strong community of parishioners with a deep commitment to the parish. As I have
mentioned in prior communications, we need to do much work to update our parish
infrastructure to meet the needs of our future parish ministries and activities. I am very
excited that we have hired a paving contractor who will replace most of the parking lot,
other asphalt surfaces, and rectory driveway in the latter part of September. This will be
a significant step forward in enhancing our church property and building for the future.
In the coming months, we will begin our journey to put We Stand With Christ funds to
work through a planning process for a new adoration chapel and other significant
updates required at St. Jerome. As we roll out this planning process, I sincerely hope it
will allow many parishioners opportunities to get involved in defining the future of our
parish.
Even though we are moving forward with finding new ways to move past Covid-19 and
its many variants, we are mindful that as we expand parish activities, we do so cautiously
and vigilantly to protect the health and welfare of our parish community. Throughout the
pandemic, we have established several procedures to monitor our economic health on a
weekly basis to protect and conserve our financial resources, and we will continue to use
them as wisely as we can in supporting the needs of our parish.
As always, any parishioner is welcome to take a closer look at our finances. Please speak
with a Finance Council member or make an appointment with me. And please know you
are always, always in my prayers. God bless you. Please continue to keep yourself and
your families safe and secure through these troubling times, and thank you for your
loving support of St. Jerome parish.
Gratefully,
Fr. Rojin Karickal
Pastor

Link to financials on our website:
https://www.stjeromenorwalk.org/finance/accountability-sunday/

Mass Intentions
Weekend, September 17/18 - Twenty-Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time
Vincent Garvey; Grace Lacovara; John Grant;
Daniel & Jovina Romanello; Gene Coyne; Joseph Leary
Monday, September 19 - Dan Loch
Tuesday, September 20 - Paul Paget
Wednesday, September 21 - Irving "Joe" Brownstein (1st Ann.)
Thursday, September 22 - Vincent Michael Mendoza Jr.
Friday, September 23 - Lou & Ellen Castellano
Weekend, September 24/25 - Twenty-Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time
Joseph & Josephine Pinto; Arthur Pinto; Carl & Millie Petrosino;
Mary & Mike Chuba; Dr. James McCullagh; Yolanda Sapia;
And in honor of Anne Pinto

How are we doing?
(as of 9/13/2022)

September Budget - $31,950
September to date - $24,122
This report includes September Faith Direct. Halfway through the month,
September offertory is $7,800 below budget and $8,200 below prior year.
Year-to-date offertory is $14,300 below budget and $15,000 below prior
year.
One-time credit card donations can be made on Faith Direct by
using this link https://membership.faithdirect.net/CT46 or
call 1-866-507-8757.
If envelopes are your thing, you can drop (slide under the office
door)/mail those to the church office at any time!!

Thank you for your loving support.
It is very much appreciated!

This week we'd like to thank...
~ our Finance Council for all of their work behind the scenes to prepare the
financial report.
~ Howard Stecker and Marie Beaumonte for helping Fr. Rojin prepare the
financial report.

Start Date - Religious Education - October 2
Grades 1-5 Family Gathering 9:00 AM in the church
Mass at 10:00 AM

Middle School 4:00 PM - 7:00 PM at St. Jerome
Includes Mass & Simple Supper

Info for our High School Students
will be coming soon!!
Office Hours this week
Monday ~ 9 AM - 1 PM
Tuesday ~ 9 AM - 1 PM
Wednesday - 9 AM - 1 PM
Thursday ~ 9 AM - 1 PM
Friday ~ 9 AM - 1 PM

Mass Cards may still be requested (via email or phone)
and picked up anytime outside our office.

203-847-5349
office@stjeromenorwalk.org
23 Half Mile Road
Norwalk, CT 06851

"We need leaders who enable peoples to grow in mutual
understanding and dialogue, thus giving birth to the
determination to build a more stable and peaceful world,
with an eye to future generations. This will take
understanding, patience and dialogue with all.
#ApostolicJourney"
""In seeing the many ways we are similar and how our
lives are inextricably linked, we can find empathy and
compassion. In finding empathy and compassion, we
move in the direction of forgiving." –Desmond Tutu and
Mpho Tutu #DailyMeditations"
"The evil one doesn’t come to you with red face and horns! The
evil one comes to you disguised as
everything you ever wanted."
"Gospel: "So must the Son of Man be lifted up" (Jn 7). In
John's Gospel, Jesus's glorification is his being "lifted up"
on the Cross. Why? Not because we glorify suffering or
death (and nor did Jesus seek it) but rather to point to
Jesus's willingness to suffer on our behalfGod enters this
world in order to allow us to draw closer to him, to love us
and to show us the way to eternal life. But that world,
sinful as it is, rejected Jesus. He was willing to endure that
rejection and suffering by the world in order to invite us
into his world of love."

(as of 9/1/22)

$812,696 (66.29%)

Founded and run by our very own
Edvardine Joseph!!
The International Student Aid Association Inc. (ISAA) is hosting our first annual “Let’s Start
With The Youth!” Talent Show in partnership with the Haitian Educational Initiative Inc. to help
five students from the Pasquette School in Jacmel, Haiti. This fundraising event aims to cover a
full year's worth of tuition for five accomplished students in need. Plan on inviting a guest or
two (the more the merrier!). Join us in achieving our goal for the students through donations,
participating in an optional auction, and enjoying refreshments, food and fun!
Donations or Tickets: https://bit.ly/3dH77gu
Tickets will also be available at the door!

2023 Mass Book
The 2023 Mass book is filling up.
Masses available during offie
hours. You may also call or
email and we will leave the card
outside the office door for you

~ all regular lost and found items are located in a basket at the
rear of the church.
~Any items unclaimed after a month with be donated.

Old Palms?
Please drop your old palm
in the basket in the rear of
church. We will dispose of
it properly for you.

If you volunteer, or will in the future, in the Diocese of Bridgeport, you need
to have VIRTUS certification and make sure it is up to date. Click on this
link to get that started:
https://www.virtusonline.org/virtus/

Please support those that support us!!!

