St. Jerome Norwalk

Under the Scope

September 11, 2022

St. Jerome Schedule This Week
Monday - Friday
9:00 AM Daily Mass

Weekends
Saturday - 4:00 PM
Sunday - 8:00 AM & 10:00 AM
(10 AM live streamed)

Confessions
Saturdays 3:00 - 3:30 PM
Our Church and Outdoor Stations of the Cross are open Daily 9-5 for private prayer!
Facebook page (@stjeromenorwalk)

Photo courtesy of Del Higgins of the "The 9/11 Tower Memorial...
a place to reflect and connect" facebook group.

It is the 24th Sunday in Ordinary Time. This weekend's readings invite us to believe in a loving,
patient, merciful, and forgiving God. God is our loving father who wants to save everyone through his
son Jesus Christ. He's always in search of his lost and straying children. God is willing to forgive even
when his children go wrong. In the first reading, we see that the people of Israel, whom God brought
out of the land of Egypt, begin to worship a molten calf. God becomes angry, to which Moses
reminded God that He had to forgive his own people. Moses reminded God that he had to fulfill His
promises to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. And we see that the Lord relented the punishment He had
threatened to inflict on his people. It reminds us of our responsibility to pray for people away from
God and God's mercy and forgiveness for each of us. God is a forgiving God, which is clearly stated
in the gospel. God looks after his children like a man who has 100 sheep, loses one of them, leaves the
99 in the desert, and goes after the lost one until he finds it. God is like a woman having ten coins and
losing one, lighting up a lamp and sweeping the house, searching carefully until she finds it. Or God is
like a loving father who forgives his prodigal son. So, let us remember the mercy of God this week in a
particular way. Let's be grateful for the forgiving love that He always showers on us.
This past week we had a Zoom meeting for our middle school parents. We explained the new program
we are starting this year in our region. There was also a diocesan meeting on Thursday in which I
learned that Norwalk is the only region beginning this middle school program this year. We are the
pilot region for the whole diocese that is taking the initiative to see whether a new method or
approach of faith formation will help our children and their families going forward. I firmly believe our
initiative can benefit the children and their families. This new program will require 6 hours in a month
for the formation of the spirit of our children. I want to praise and thank all the parents who are
making every effort to help their children to understand the significance of their spiritual existence in
this world. I also want to thank the team that has been working so hard to prepare and run this
program.
We know that parents want to provide the best for their children as they grow up. A human being is
composed of body, mind, and spirit. The parents ensure that the children receive enough exercise for
the body through games and sports. To nourish the needs of the mind, the parents also ensure that
the children receive the best education possible. Also, the parents need to ensure that the children
receive formation for their spirit. The Word of God reminds us, “For what profit is it to a man if he
gains the whole world and loses his own soul? Or what will a man give in exchange for his soul? So,
this year our special effort is to help the parents strengthen our children's spiritual strength in all
levels (grades 1-12). It is a requirement of the time as well. What does it mean to be spiritual? I want to
quote something that I read in an article – “Being spiritual is being centered and having an
understanding that you are part of something much bigger than yourself. Facilitating a healthy spirit
includes being part of a community, sharing yourself with others, and giving without expecting
anything tangible in return. A healthy spirit requires love.”
Last week I wrote a small note for special help in my home diocese. I was humbled why the response
we received from several people. I didn't expect that kind of response from people because they
hardly knew the family in India. I sincerely thank you for your love for suffering people and your
willingness to help them in their need. This will be the last week for those who want to contribute.
Thank you for your continued support, love, and care. Yours lovingly ~ Father Rojin

Mass Intentions
Weekend, September 10/11 - Twenty-Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time
For all of the souls that perished from the
September 11th attacks and their aftermath
Monday, September 12 - Eugenio Pesce
Tuesday, September 13 - Yolanda Sapia
Wednesday, September 14 - John Romano
Thursday, September 15 - Richard Davis
Friday, September 16 - Lou & Ellen Castellano
Weekend, September 17/18 - Twenty-Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time
Vincent Garvey; Grace Lacovara; John Grant;
Daniel & Jovina Romanello; Gene Coyne; Joseph Leary

How are we doing?
(as of 9/7/2022)

September Budget - $31,950
September to date - $4,544
One-time credit card donations can be made on Faith Direct by
using this link https://membership.faithdirect.net/CT46 or
call 1-866-507-8757.
If envelopes are your thing, you can drop (slide under the office
door)/mail those to the church office at any time!!

Thank you for your loving support.
It is very much appreciated!

This week we'd like to thank...
~ Joe Licek for making some minor repairs in our school building.
~Our Middle School Team for jumping in to prepare a really great program for
our kids.
~Barbara Bagnato for taking all of the hallway food donations to the shelter.

Start Date for Religious Education
October 2
Grades 1-5 Family Gathering 9:00 AM in the church
Mass at 10:00 AM
Middle School 4:00 PM - 7:00 PM at St. Jerome
Includes Mass & Simple Supper
Emails were sent this week to all registered families with the full
calendar for both groups. If you did not receive the email, please
contact the office (reach@stjeromenorwalk.org)

Info for our High School Students
will be coming soon!!

"Following Jesus means bearing, like him, one’s own
burdens and those of others, making one’s life a gift.
Jesus asks this of us: live the Gospel and you will live your
life, not halfway but to the full."

"Today, I speak of what is required when we find
ourselves in places of suffering. The journey to
happiness involves finding the courage to go down into
ourselves and to take responsibility for what’s there. All
of it. #DailyMeditations"

"The Lord has given us today; another day to get it right.
Maybe yesterday wasn’t our best day, but today can be."
"Gospel: Jesus asks us repeatedly not to judge other
people. We need a sense of right and wrong actions, but
judging other people themselves -- whether they are
good or evil -- is up to God. Besides, says Jesus today,
better to focus on your own faults (Lk 6). Remove the
wooden beam in your eye before looking at the splinter in
another person's eye, says Jesus.

(as of 9/1/22)

$812,696 (66.29%)

Office Hours this week
Monday ~ 9 AM - 1 PM
Tuesday ~ 9 AM - 1 PM
Wednesday - 9 AM - noon
Thursday ~ 9 AM - 1 PM
Friday ~ 9 AM - 1 PM
Mass Cards may still be requested (via email or phone)
and picked up anytime outside our office.

203-847-5349
office@stjeromenorwalk.org
23 Half Mile Road
Norwalk, CT 06851

Founded and run by our very own
Edvardine Joseph!!
The International Student Aid Association Inc. (ISAA) is hosting our first annual “Let’s Start
With The Youth!” Talent Show in partnership with the Haitian Educational Initiative Inc. to help
five students from the Pasquette School in Jacmel, Haiti. This fundraising event aims to cover a
full year's worth of tuition for five accomplished students in need. Plan on inviting a guest or
two (the more the merrier!). Join us in achieving our goal for the students through donations,
participating in an optional auction, and enjoying refreshments, food and fun!
Donations or Tickets: https://bit.ly/3dH77gu
Tickets will also be available at the door!

2023 Mass Book
The 2023 Mass book is filling up.
Masses available during offie
hours. You may also call or
email and we will leave the card
outside the office door for you

~ all regular lost and found items are located in a basket at the
rear of the church.
~Any items unclaimed after a month with be donated.

Old Palms?
Please drop your old palm
in the basket in the rear of
church. We will dispose of
it properly for you.

If you volunteer, or will in the future, in the Diocese of Bridgeport, you need
to have VIRTUS certification and make sure it is up to date. Click on this
link to get that started:
https://www.virtusonline.org/virtus/

Please support those that support us!!!

