
ST.  JEROME   SCHEDULE THIS WEEK
Live-stream on our Facebook page (@stjeromenorwalk)

Recordings on our YouTube channel (St. Jerome Norwalk).
Our schedule is as follows:

Monday - Friday: (live-streamed)
9:00 AM Daily Mass  (No reservations)

 
 

Weekend: (Reservations Required)
Saturday - 4:00 PM Indoor Mass
Sunday - 9:00 AM  Indoor Mass

Sunday - 11:00 AM Indoor Mass (live-streamed)
 

Our Church is open Daily 9-5 for private prayer!

 

UNDER THE SCOPE
S T .  J E R O M E  N O W

March 14, 2021



It is already the fourth Sunday of Lent. That means we have walked halfway through
our preparation for Easter. All of our Lenten activities, Bible study, Lenten reflection,
Stations of the Cross, and our sacramental celebrations, help us to be connected
with our Jesus during this sacred time. Thank you, everyone, for helping us to have
this beautiful lenten preparation this year.

This week is special for us. You are all familiar with CONECT (Congregations
Organized for a New Connecticut). CONECT is actively involved with social justice
issues all around us. The Catholic Church, in various forms, supports the work of this
organization. St. Jerome has had an alliance with CONECT for many years. This
organization runs with the support of religious communities like ours who are
seriously involved in the social justice programs. So, we have a unique column today
by Fr. David, who would be elaborating this organization's importance. During this
weekend Masses, Dan Loch and Jack O’Melia will discuss the significance of CONECT
and the importance of helping it. We have decided to take a special collection to
support the activities of CONECT. If your social justice values align with the actions
taken care of by CONECT, please consider supporting this organization. If you would
like to help CONECT, please write your checks made payable to CONECT, send them
to St. Jerome (or drop them on our basket). We will collect them and send them
together to CONECT as our parish contribution.

On March 19, we celebrate the feast of Saint Joseph. You may have heard that Pope
Francis has proclaimed this year as the year of Saint Joseph. The Diocese of
Bridgeport also is taking steps to be part of this grand celebration happening in the
Catholic world. On March 19, we will have a Pontifical Holy Mass at the Cathedral
church. We can join together in the ceremony as the diocese live streams it (March
19 at 6:15 PM for Rosary & 7:00 PM for Mass). The link will be available on the
diocesan website (https://www.bridgeportdiocese.org). Please mark it on your
calendar and participate in the holy mass celebrated by Bishop Caggiano.

I would like to conclude this column by thanking you for your enormous support
that you always give. We have already raised 38% of our Annual Catholic Appeal goal
in two weeks. All these things show our commitment and generosity for good.
Thanking you once again for your enormous love and care for St. Jerome, let me
conclude. 
Yours lovingly, Fr. Rojin

https://www.bridgeportdiocese.org/


Ten years ago, a Catholic community organizer named Pat Spear came to see me and Dan
Loch (Pastoral Council chair), many times, trying to get our parish to join what would
eventually become CONECT- Congregations Organized for a New Connecticut. I was slow to
come on board because I knew it would mean a lot of work that would push me into new
and challenging areas. I was right, but it was one of the best things I ever did as a priest.
You see I knew there was something missing in our parish and even the wider Church. While
we are great at doing works of charity, and we are, we are both ignorant of the rich social
justice teaching of the Church and clueless as to how to implement that teaching. CONECT
was a way to draw upon that rich resource.

Catholic Social Justice teaching is rooted in the Old Testament prophets: Micah, Isaiah,
Hosea, Jeremiah, Ezekiel and the others as well. It cries out at injustice, especially acts
against the widow, orphan, stranger or the poor. It longs for a world of peace and justice,
where the needs all are met. That teaching was lost until 1891 when Pope Leo XIII wrote the
famous encyclical RERUM NOVARUM which addressed the plight of the working class. It
called for reducing their misery by allowing workers to form unions. It also rejected
socialism, unrestricted capitalism and affirmed the right to private property. Eventually,
Catholic Social Justice teaching would place at its’ center the belief that all people are made
in the image and likeness of God and so have a right to basic essentials including: health
care, housing, education, and religious liberty among others.

CONECT works against powers and systems that prevent people from obtaining those rights.
It is non partisan. Former Republican senate majority leader McKinney praised us at a
senate hearing as being one of the few groups that work with and respect all sides of the
aisle. CONECT works on both minority issues and on areas of concern for everyone; We
helped reduce insurance rates in the state and worked to get a law passed requiring
Connecticut to report data that shows our willingness to give equal treatment for mental
health and addiction issues and not just surgical and medical benefits. Currently we are
working hard to pass Clean Slate legislation that would expunge the criminal records of
non-violent ex-offenders who have stayed out of trouble. Our actions all spring from the
real needs of congregants, and we are truly ecumenical. 

We are asking you to send donations made out to CONECT to the parish. They will count
towards our yearly dues and are tax deductible. Thank you for your support of this good
work. (Drop them in the basket, mail to the office or slide under the office door - we will put
them all together and get them to CONECT!) 



Weekend, March 13/14 - 
 Wally Regan (16th Anniv.),
 Nancy Kamilakis, Mary Pelletier
 Vincenzo Iannone, Jr., Kevin Kuczo 

Monday, March 15 - Robert Strub
Tuesday, March 16 - Nancy Frederick
Wednesday, March 17 - Frank Giglio
Thursday, March 18 - Frank Giglio
Friday, March 19 - Fr.  Joe Palacino 
Weekend, March 20/21 - 

 Mary Sullivan, Magdalena Pineda,
 Janis Glica Chuba, Rebecca Hadik,
Edmund & Mary Lucy Marinucci

Mass Intentions

How are we doing?
March Budget - $ 34,400

March (as of 3/11) - $23,543

One-time credit card donations can be made on Faith Direct by using this
link https://membership.faithdirect.net/CT46 or call 1-866-507-8757. 
 If envelopes are your thing, you can drop (slide under the office
door)/mail those to the church office at any time!!

Thank you for your loving support.  

It is very much appreciated!



Our Lenten Cross is up in the frontOur Lenten Cross is up in the front

of the church.of the church.    Please come andPlease come and

take a tag or two.take a tag or two.    Tags vary byTags vary by

color and call for acts of prayer,color and call for acts of prayer,

donation, and kindness.donation, and kindness.
  

Our church is open 9-5 daily forOur church is open 9-5 daily for

private prayer.private prayer.    Please feel free toPlease feel free to

come anytime to safely pick a fewcome anytime to safely pick a few

tags in atags in a    CONTACTLESSCONTACTLESS

environment.environment.  

Lenten CrossLenten CrossLenten Cross   



REACH - no classes this weekend. 
 Next class - Sunday, 3/21,

at 10 AM for regular sessions with
your teacher. 

"The beginning of the return to God is the
recognition of our need for him and his mercy.

This is the right path, the path of humility."
#Lent #24hoursfortheLord

"Remember Peeps: When something bad
happens to you, here are your choices: Let
it Define you, Let it Destroy you or Let it

STRENGTHEN you!"

To view the entire Diocesan poster, please use this link: 
https://formationreimagined.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/02/Lenten-calendar-2021.pdf

"Gospel: Jesus, a devout Jew, repeats the
most important Commandment: "You shall
love the Lord your God with all your heart,
with all your soul, with all your mind, and

with all your strength" (Mk 12). What might
this mean for us? Heart: Love others as well

as God. Soul: Allow yourself to be
conformed to Christ. Mind: Believe in what
Jesus tells you. Strength: Carry out your

mission of love, mercy and compassion even
when physically tired."

https://twitter.com/hashtag/Lent?src=hashtag_click
https://twitter.com/hashtag/24hoursfortheLord?src=hashtag_click


As you know, Saint Joseph, the righteous one, is being honored this year throughout the
Church. For he was a man well acquainted with unexpected change, having his life
upended by visits from the Archangel Gabriel and flight into an unknown land. Yet, it
was his courage, strength of faith and quiet perseverance that allowed him to overcome
the challenges the Holy Family faced. He quietly and faithfully guided and protected the
Lord Jesus and our Lady until his death.

In celebration of the 150th Anniversary of the Proclamation of Saint Joseph as Patron of
the Universal Church, Pope Francis proclaimed a special “Year of Saint Joseph” with the
release of his Apostolic Letter Patris Corde (“With a Father’s Heart”).

On March 19th, 7 pm, Bishop Caggiano will consecrate the Diocese of Bridgeport to the
patronage of Saint Joseph at a Pontifical Mass live-streamed from St. Augustine’s
Cathedral in Bridgeport. Pastors throughout the diocese will also celebrate Mass at the
same time to link the diocese together in prayer and purpose.

Please visit the Diocesan Website (https://www.bridgeportdiocese.org)for a link
to watch this beautiful event. (Rosary begins 6:15 PM  and Mass at 7 PM on March
19th.) 
In addition, a Novena to St. Joseph will continue each night until March 18th at 
7 PM and can be joined on the Diocesan website. 

Diocesan Celebration
 of St. Joseph 

https://www.bridgeportdiocese.org/


~ Jack O'Melia for being 'on call' for website issues all of the time!
~ Joe Licek for his amazing plumbing skills!
~ Weekend Mass Check-in subs - Peggy Burke & Jack & Lisa O'Melia.
~ Regular Mass Check-in crew - Jeff Spahr, Jim & Dina Howe, and Kathy Rohr.
~ Victoria Vizza for always being on the job with our live-stream.
~ Our weekend readers that keep our Masses flowing - Dan Loch, Shelli Sullivan,
Carolyn Barrese, Jen Romano, Antonia & Dominic Gasparro & Domenica Gioiella .
~ Bill Mottolese & Jeanne Tarrant for their Lenten reflections posted in the 'videos'
section of our facebook page 

Who's ready to have some fun.....
The Lancer "Hoop"La Is On! 

Who is looking for a safe way to have some fun This year,

Notre Dame Fairfield is hosting a friendly competition as

the college basketball tournament is underway. With the

premise of building community and supporting Catholic

education, we hope you will consider joining in our

"Hoop"La! 

https://app.mobilecause.com
/f/38s1/n?vid=h6p4p

*Prizes awarded

*Must be 21 or older to play

*Use the link below to join the fun!

Many thanks to 
 the 'behind the scenes' folks

helping at St. Jerome!! 

https://app.mobilecause.com/f/38s1/n?vid=heb2p


For over 100 years, Catholic Charities of Fairfield County has provided a
broad spectrum of social services to the extended Fairfield County
community. Catholic Charites is one of the largest “private” providers of
social services throughout the County, something all Catholics should be
proud of. The demand for the agency’s services have skyrocketed as a
result of the COVID-19 pandemic as our clients need help now more than
ever. The agency serves the needy through more than 30 service
ministries that include feeding the hungry, sheltering the homeless and
homebound, strengthening families and individuals, and assisting those
on the road to immigration documentation. However, Catholic Charities
cannot do it alone. Your gift to the Annual Catholic Appeal will help
Catholic Charities continue to do the incredible work that it does for our
most vulnerable neighbors in Fairfield County. Thank you for your gift.

If you volunteer, or will in the future, in the Diocese of Bridgeport, you need

to have VIRTUS certification and make sure it is up to date.  Now is the

time to get this done as most classes are via Zoom.   Click on this link to get

that started:

https://www.virtusonline.org/virtus/reg_list2.cfm?theme=0

https://www.virtusonline.org/virtus/reg_list2.cfm?theme=0


An offer for our parishioners.....



or drop an envelope marked "Loaves & Fishes"
into the basket and we will send it for you.



Reusable Shopping bags NeededReusable Shopping bags NeededReusable Shopping bags Needed



                    Mass 
                   Cards

Mass cards are available for
purchase.  

Please call or email the office
 (203-847-5349 or

office@stjeromenorwalk.org)   
Please leave the name of the
person the Mass would be for as
well as what days of the week
you would like.  We will get back
to you with your options and
make arrangements for  pickup.

WEEKEND Masses are RESERVATION ONLY!!

**temperatures will be taken before entry.

Please keep in  mind that we will be keeping
our doors open during Masses throughout
the winter to increase air flow in the church. 
 We are doing this for everyone's health and
safety.  Please dress warmly and sit away
from the doors if you feel chilled.  

Why do we keep the doors OPEN?



 A cantor will sing the main songs - we ask that you do
not sing.
 Masks must be worn by everyone.
 Restrooms will NOT be open.
 Enter front door only and follow all instruction given by
ushers.
 Please arrive early to find your seat (proper spacing).
 Rules for Communion:

 Please use center row, as usual, maintaining 6 ft.
spacing -the floor will be marked.
 Masks must be worn
 Everyone must use hand sanitizer (either in pew or
from our dispenser).
 Receive in hand only.
 Once host is received please step aside, remove  
 mask for immediate consumption, and replace
mask.
 Return to pew via side aisle.

 Offertory donations may be placed in the marked boxes
at the rear of the church.

1.

2.
3.
4.

5.
6.

a.

b.
c.

d.
e.

f.
7.

What you need to know about 
INDOOR MASS!!!

Reservation Only
Please use the link in the email to read the
Diocesan Rules.  Your sign-up constitutes
your agreement.
Use the sign-up link in this email or on our
website  for    Saturday 4:00 PM & Sunday
9:00 AM & 11:00 AM Indoor Masses. 

Indoor Mass Requirements



Please support those that support us!!!




