
St. Jerome Church 

23 Half Mile Road  Norwalk, CT 06851                                 203-847-5349 



PALM SUNDAY OF THE PASSION OF THE LORD MARCH 29, 2015 

 

 

SABBATH MASSES 

Saturday 4:00 PM E.S.T. & 4:30 PM D.S.T. 

Sunday  8:00 AM 

 9:15 AM  Young Childrenʼs Mass 

 11:00 AM   

 6:00 PM  Teen Mass 

 

DAYS OF OBLIGATION 

Vigil   7:00 PM  

Holy Day  9:00 AM, 7:00 PM 

 

WEEKDAY MASSES 

Mon-Sat  9:00 AM 

 

HOW TO FIND US…… 

Parish Website:  

www.stjeromenorwalk.org 

 

Parish Email:  

norwalkstjerome@cs.com 

 

REACH email:   

reachstjerome@optonline.net 

 

Facebook: St. Jerome Norwalk 

 

Twitter:  @StJeromeNorwalk 

 

REACH & TOTAL Facebook:  

REACH St.Jerome 

 

REACH & TOTAL Twitter: 

@REACHstjerome 

PASTORAL STAFF 

203-847-5349 

Rev. David Blanchfield, Pastor 

Rev. Joseph Palacino, Parochial Vicar 

Rev. Michael Hoag, S.J., Sunday Assistant 

Deacon Dean Finch • 203-246-3501 

deacon.dean.finch@gmail.com 

 

PARISH OFFICE 

203-847-5349 

Mrs. Pat Florio, Secretary   

Office Hours, Mon-Fri 9:00 AM - 3:00 PM 

 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION (REACH)   

203-846-2111 

Mrs. Kathy Coyne, DRE 

Mrs. Anne Groener 

Mrs. Natalie Raduazzo   

Mrs. Kathy Rohr 

Facebook (REACH St.Jerome)   

Twitter (@REACHstjerome) 

 

YOUTH MINISTRY (TOTAL) 

Joe and Daniela OʼCallaghan   

203-847-0321 

jocallaghan@optonline.net  

danielaoc@optonline.net 

 

MUSIC MINISTRY 

203-847-5349 

Mr. Donald Nelson   

Mrs. Joan McFarland   

 

PARISH COUNCIL CHAIRPERSON 

Dan Loch  • 203-846-3980 

 

FINANCE COUNCIL 

Jerry Holdridge • 203-966-3658 

 

ALL SAINTS CATHOLIC SCHOOL  

203-847-3881 

139 West Rocks Road 

Norwalk, CT 06851 

Mrs. Linda Dunn, Principal 

 

FAITH DIRECT—ONLINE GIVING 

866-507-8757 

Sign up online at www.faithdirect.net using our 

church code: CT46, or by mailing a paper 

enrollment form available in the parish office. 

MISSION STATEMENT 

We the people of St. Jerome Parish, a 

Roman Catholic community, proclaim 

our belief in the message and mission of 

Jesus Christ.  As disciples of Jesus we are 

called to proclaim the Kingdom of God 

and to work for its values in the local 

community and beyond.  We are com-

mitted to:  worship, religious education, 

shared faith and service.  We welcome 

all people with respect, acceptance and 

support. 

Parish Staff 



Altar Flowers 

Altar Flowers may be memorialized for a donation 

of $50.  Please call the Parish Office several 

months prior to your desired date. 

 

Adoration & Silent Prayer Every day 

between 4:00PM and 5:00PM.  

 

Contemplative Prayer Wednesday evening 

at 7:00 PM and Friday morning at 7:00 AM.  

Come spend some quiet time with the Lord. 

 

Widows’ Support Group 

Meets at 9:30AM on the first Thursday of the 

month in the Kevin Eidt Youth Room. 

 

Perpetual Novena  Our Lady of the 

Miraculous Medal takes place each Monday 

following morning Mass 

 

Rosary & Divine Mercy Prayers 

Monday through Saturday after daily Mass 

 

Baptisms Every fourth Sunday at 12:15.  

Please call the parish office to schedule.  

 

Required Pre-Baptism Please contact  

Deacon Dean Finch at 203-246-3501 to arrange. 

Class is required for the first child baptized at  

St. Jerome. 

 

Reconciliation  One hour before vigil on 

Saturday.  Also Anytime by appointment. 

During Lent—7:00 PM on Tuesdays. 

 

Marriages  Please contact the Rectory at least 

six months in advance. 

 

Anointing of the Sick  takes place on the first 

Wednesday of each month, immediately following 

the 9:00 AM Mass,  in the sanctuary.  Anyone 

with an ongoing medical condition or who is 

seriously ill, anticipating a medical procedure or 

operation, is welcome to come. 

 

 

3/28 9:00 am for the People 

VIGIL FOR SUNDAY  

 4:30 pm Julia & Alfred Celentano 

   (Gerald Moran)  

 

PALM SUNDAY of the  PASSION of the LORD 

3/29 8:00 am Giacomo Florio 

             (Giovanna Veccia) 

 9:30am Marion Pollastro 

   (the family) 

 11:00 am Mark Stramandinoli 

   (the family) 

           6:00 pm         Gene Fitzgerald 

                                 (Anne & Bill Groener) 

 

3/30 9:00 am Rose Kirouac 

   (Women’s Scripture Group) 

    

3/31 9:00 am for the People   

                            

4/1 9:00 am Anthony DeSantis 

                                (the Family) 

 

HOLY THURSDAY    

4/2 9:00 am Morning Prayer 

 7:00 pm  Mass of the Lord’s Supper 

         10:30 pm Night Prayer  

    

FRIDAY OF THE PASSION OF THE LORD 

4/3 9:00 am Morning Prayer 

         12:00 noon Stations of the Cross 

 3:00 pm Passion of the Lord 

 8:00 pm  The Fourteen Steps  

 

HOLY SATURDAY  

4/4 9:00 am Morning Prayer 

 8:00 pm Easter Vigil 

 

EASTER SUNDAY OF THE  

  RESURRECTION OF THE LORD 

4/5 8:00 am John McManamon—10th Ann. 

             (the Family) 

 9:30am Howard & Verna Christensen 

   (Christensen family) 

 11:00 am Michael Errico 

   (Edward & Barbara Bargnato) 

          12:30 pm        Robert Kanzler—11th Ann. 

                                 (the Family) 

MASS INTENTIONS 2015 

****There are many available times for 

Mass intentions.  Please drop by or call the 

Parish Office. 



 Random Thoughts 

     Today is Palm Sunday of the Passion of the Lord, the beginning of Holy Week, 

which contains our three holiest days of the year: Holy Thursday, Good Friday, and 

Easter. It is always my hope and prayer that people will try and make these three days 

different than the average weekend. 

     Here at St. Jerome, we are noted for the beauty of our Triduum liturgies. On Holy Thursday, we cele-

brate both the gift of the Eucharist as well as its call to wash feet, also known as serving others. At our 

evening liturgy everyone gets a chance to wash feet, not just the priests and deacon. Especially power-

ful is watching families come up to wash each other’s feet. It is a beautiful sight and touches many 

hearts. Then, following Mass, we process to the hall to worship before Jesus in the Altar of Repose. At 

the end of Mass, we empty the tabernacle, extinguish the vigil light, remove the Easter candle, and Je-

sus is moved to the tabernacle downstairs until night prayer. Then, the Blessed Sacrament is reposed. 

On Good Friday we enter a Church that is marked by the absence of Jesus. All that remains is a simple 

cross draped in a red cloth. The Church will remain that way until decorated for Easter on Saturday 

morning.  On Good Friday we experience the absence of Jesus so that when he returns at the Easter 

Vigil, we can truly celebrate the presence of Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament. At the Good Friday Pas-

sion service, when we venerate the Cross and listen to the Passion According to John, communion is 

brought from the Altar of Repose. As always, we know Jesus is present to us in many ways. He is pre-

sent whenever the community gathers in His name. He is present when the Word is proclaimed and 

heard. He is present in the priest. But on Holy Thursday night, after night prayer, we experience the loss 

of Jesus in the sacred species.  

     At the Easter Vigil, which has to begin after sundown on Saturday, we light the new fire, bless the 

Easter candle, fill the Church with candlelight, listen to our sacred story and then in the Mass of Easter, 

rejoice that Jesus has conquered sin, death, and Satan, joining us to himself in the process. 

It is a wonderful three days, come to as much as you can. 

THIS WEEK AT   

ST. JEROME…. 

 

 

 

 

   Sun., 3/29   REACH 1-6 meet after 9:15 Mass 

                       14 Steps rehearsal 2-5 PM; 7-9PM 

             REACH 7-8 meet after 6:00 Mass 

   Mon., 3/30   Women’s Scripture & Prayer 9:30 AM 

   Tues 3/31  Bible Study 9:30 AM 

                     Communal  Reconciliation Service 7:00 PM 

   Wed., 4/1  Contemplative Prayer 7:00 PM 

     Raising a Modern Day Knight 7:30 PM 

                      Women’s Scripture & Prayer 7:30 PM 

   Thurs.,4/2  Morning Prayer 9:00 AM 

     Mass of the Lord’s Supper 7:00PM 

     Night Prayer 10:30 PM 

   Fri., 4/3  Contemplative Prayer 7:00 AM 

     Morning Prayer 9:00 am 

                 Stations of the Cross 12 Noon 

     Passion of the Lord 3:00 PM 

     The Fourteen Steps 8:00 PM 

   Sat., 4/4  Men’s Ministry 7:00 AM 

     Morning Prayer 9:00 AM 

     Easter Vigil 8:00 PM 

             

   



   

WEEKLY OFFERTORY SUMMARY 

March 22, 2015       $5,036 

March total to date     $43,353 

March offertory budget     $50,250 

                    (includes Palm Sunday) 

Thank you for your continued generous support of 

our parish especially during this Lenten season. 

 

White Mass  

The Diocese of Bridgeport's 22nd

 

annual White 

Mass will be celebrated by Bishop Frank J. Cag-

giano at 8:30 a.m. in Saint Aloysius Church in New 

Canaan on April 12.  A breakfast will follow at Wood-

way Country Club in Darien. The Reverend Kevin 

Fitzgerald S.J., Associate Professor of Bioethics at 

Georgetown University School of Medicine will 

speak on “Genetics in the 21

st

 century from a Catho-

lic perspective” 

For all Catholics who care for the sick, both profes-

sionals and volunteers, the White Mass is a celebra-

tion of their ministry to the sick and an opportunity to 

rededicate themselves to that ministry. 

For more information, contact Debbie Charles at 203

-416-1352 or dcharles@diobpt.org 

 

$25,000 Tuition Raffle for any school 

Fairfield College Preparatory School is proud to 

again present our $25,000 Tuition Raffle. The prize 

is to be paid directly to any K-12 schools, col-

leges or universities or the financial institution 

that holds your school loans. Schools must be 

located and accredited in the U.S.  Only 1,000 

tickets will be available at $100 per ticket.  Pro-

ceeds from the raffle will benefit the Scholarship 

Fund at Fairfield Prep. The drawing will be held at 

the Spring Event on Saturday, May 2, 2015 promptly 

at 10:30 p.m. at Alumni Hall, Fairfield University 

Campus.  Winning ticket holder does not need to 

be present to win.   For more information please 

contact the Development Office at (203) 254-4237 

or development@fairfieldprep.org  

 

 

DISCOVER LAURELTON 

Laurelton Hall will host Discover Lau-

ralton on SUNDAY, April, 26th from 

1:00—3:30 pm for 5th, 6th  & 7th grade 

girls.  Register at www.lauraltonhall.org 

by Friday, April 10.  For further information, please 

call 203-878-3333 

 

 

TWEET OF THE WEEK @Pontifex  

“May every Church and Christian  

community be a place of mercy amid so 

much indifference.” 

 

SAVE THE DATE  

Evening on St. Joan of Arc.  

FRIDAY, MAY 1

st

 at 7:00 in the parish hall.  

Movie and discussion. 

More information to follow. 

 

 

 

When a woman's CHOICE is LIFE, she finds 

support at MALTA HOUSE.  

Help Malta House provide a nurturing home environ-

ment to young mothers and their babies. Could you:  

• spend some time in our on-site childcare?  

• become a Mother Mentor?  

• spearhead a collection for our babies' needs?  

To volunteer: Joan Howard (ext. 13)  

To tour or donate: Arlene Peterson (ext. 21)  

www.maltahouse.org - 203-857-0088 

 

SPECIAL LENTEN FOOD DRIVE 

THIS WEEKEND  

Our eleventh annual Special Lenten Food 

Drive, when we invite you to "shop the list" 

of needed food items for one hungry 

neighbor, is taking place this week-

end.   Please help to carry on St. Jerome's out-

standing tradition of giving thousands of food items to 

our local food pantries.  Every item donated makes a 

difference!  Thank you!! 

 

ANNUAL CATHOLIC  

APPEAL 

If you have not yet re-

sponded to the 2015 Annual Catholic Appeal, 

please reflect upon the importance of your sup-

port to ministry and outreach that relies upon the 

charity of the Diocese of Bridgeport. The chal-

lenge is immediate and far reaching, but the solu-

tion is within our reach! Please consider the fol-

lowing options when deciding upon the best way 

to support the Annual Catholic Appeal this year:  

• Make a pledge and spread out your payments 

up to 10 months  

• Donate on-line by going to the diocesan web-

site, 2015ACAbridgeport.com  

• Check if your employer will match your gift 

through the Corporate Matching Gift Program  

• Donate a one-time gift  

• Contribute a gift of appreciated stocks or se-

curities. 

Whatever you decide, your gift will be greatly ap-

preciated and make a difference in lives of others.  



HOLY THURSDAY—MASS OF THE LORD'S SUPPER, 7:00 PM 

The Lord’s Supper – Please join us at 7:00 PM this Thursday, Holy Thursday, for a deeply com-

pelling liturgy. At the first Lord’s Supper, Jesus asked His disciples to share the bread and wine with 

Him and to “Do this in remembrance of me.” On this special evening we encourage all to receive the 

Eucharist, which will be in the form of baked unleavened bread. 

Come up and be washed! Jesus washed the feet of His disciples at that first Lord’s Supper to 

show us how we should care for and serve each other. At our liturgy on Holy Thursday evening, we in-

vite all families, neighbors, individuals, and friends to take part in the loving act of washing feet. We sim-

ply pour clean, clear water over each foot, then dry with the plentiful towels provided. Family foot-

washing stations will be in the sanctuary behind the altar. Members of our parish who have taken part in 

past years describe the foot washing “as a powerful experience” and “a meaningful sign of respect and 

service for each other.”  

“Loaves And Fishes” Envelopes.  Throughout Lent all of us were invited to make a Lenten gift 

to feed the hungry in the Loaves and Fishes envelopes. Please hand these envelopes in on Holy 

Thursday evening in the Basket for the Poor, which will be presented at the Offertory during the Liturgy 

of the Lord’s Supper. Your gift helps the six diocesan soup kitchens and food pantries.  

Rehearsal. If you have an assigned role in the Holy Thursday services (but not the initial foot-

washing people), a mandatory rehearsal will be held on Monday, March 30, beginning promptly at 7:00 

PM. This run-through will be finished by 8:00 PM. Questions? Please call Helen Eidt, 846-9718. 

GOOD FRIDAY— PASSION OF THE LORD, 3:00 PM 

           According to the Church’s ancient tradition, Mass is not celebrated today.  The celebration of the 

Lord’s Passion consists of three parts:  the Liturgy of the Word, the adoration of the Cross, and Holy 

Communion. 

GOOD FRIDAY—THE FOURTEEN STEPS, 8:00 PM 

            “The Fourteen Steps” is an original production of the Stations of the Cross.  The script originates 

from the book, Everyone’s Way of the Cross by Clarence Enzler.  The music has been adapted from 

“Jesus Christ Superstar,” “Godspell,” and other sources.  The original compilation was created by Ginny 

Ruggieri and the TOTAL team in 1988 and has been a gift to the parish from TOTAL ever since. 

HOLY SATURDAY—EASTER VIGIL, 8:00 PM   

 Beginning after sundown on Saturday, we light the new fire, bless the Easter candle, fill the Church 

with candlelight, listen to our sacred story,  and bless the water followed by the Liturgy of the Eucharist. 

TOTAL NEWS 

The teens and team of TO-

TAL would like to invite all 

our parishioners to “The Fourteen Steps”, Jesus’ 

way of the Cross, on Good Friday evening at 

8:00 pm. For the past 2 months, our teens have 

been working very hard to prepare this beautiful 

prayer for our parish. We hope you will join us for 

this prayerful evening.   

 

 

REACH NEWS 

 

 

• Today,  March 28�.. 

     Grades 1-6 meet at the 9:15 Mass then class. 

     Grades 7-8 meet after the 6:00 Mass 

• Next Sunday, April 5th�.. 

      No classes—Happy Easter!! 

 

 

 

SAFE ENVIRONMENTS   

All volunteers 18 and over 

must be in compliance 

with the diocesan mandate. We encourage our 

young families with young children to register for the 

“Protecting God’s Children” class.  It only takes 2.5 

hours and you leave with a wealth of information 

and a plan to protect your children and others.    

P l e a s e  s e e  t h e  V IRTUS  w e b s i t e 

(www.virtusonline.org) click “registration”, click 

“view a list of sessions”, search ‘Bridgeport, CT 

(Diocese)”. 

***For those that have taken the VIRTUS class 

more than 5 years ago, a re-certification is re-

quired via an online module.  In addition, a new 

background check is necessary.  This can be 

completed online as well.  If you have trouble 

logging into your account, please contact the 

REACH office at reachstjerome@optonline.net. 


