
St. Jerome Church 

23 Half Mile Road  Norwalk, CT 06851                                 203-847-5349 



THE BAPTISM OF THE LORD JANUARY 11, 2015 

 

 

SABBATH MASSES 

Saturday 4:00 PM E.S.T. & 4:30 PM D.S.T. 

Sunday  8:00 AM 

 9:15 AM  Young Childrenʼs Mass 

 11:00 AM   

 6:00 PM  Teen Mass 

 

DAYS OF OBLIGATION 

Vigil   7:00 PM  

Holy Day  9:00 AM, 7:00 PM 

 

WEEKDAY MASSES 

Mon-Sat  9:00 AM 

 

HOW TO FIND US…… 

Parish Website:  

www.stjeromenorwalk.org 

 

Parish Email:  

norwalkstjerome@cs.com 

 

REACH email:   

reachstjerome@optonline.net 

 

Facebook: St. Jerome Norwalk 

 

Twitter:  @StJeromeNorwalk 

 

REACH & TOTAL Facebook:  

REACH St.Jerome 

 

REACH & TOTAL Twitter: 

@REACHstjerome 

PASTORAL STAFF 

203-847-5349 

Rev. David Blanchfield, Pastor 

Rev. Joseph Palacino, Parochial Vicar 

Rev. Michael Hoag, S.J., Sunday Assistant 

Deacon Dean Finch • 203-246-3501 

deacon.dean.finch@gmail.com 

 

PARISH OFFICE 

203-847-5349 

Mrs. Pat Florio, Secretary   

Office Hours, Mon-Fri 9:00 AM - 3:00 PM 

 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION (REACH)   

203-846-2111 

Mrs. Kathy Coyne, DRE 

Mrs. Anne Groener 

Mrs. Natalie Raduazzo   

Mrs. Kathy Rohr 

Facebook (REACH St.Jerome)   

Twitter (@REACHstjerome) 

 

YOUTH MINISTRY (TOTAL) 

Joe and Daniela OʼCallaghan   

203-847-0321 

jocallaghan@optonline.net  

danielaoc@optonline.net 

 

MUSIC MINISTRY 

203-847-5349 

Mr. Donald Nelson   

Mrs. Joan McFarland   

 

PARISH COUNCIL CHAIRPERSON 

Dan Loch  • 203-846-3980 

 

FINANCE COUNCIL 

Jerry Holdridge • 203-966-3658 

 

ALL SAINTS CATHOLIC SCHOOL  

203-847-3881 

139 West Rocks Road 

Norwalk, CT 06851 

Mrs. Linda Dunn, Principal 

MISSION STATEMENT 

We the people of St. Jerome Parish, a 

Roman Catholic community, proclaim 

our belief in the message and mission of 

Jesus Christ.  As disciples of Jesus we are 

called to proclaim the Kingdom of God 

and to work for its values in the local 

community and beyond.  We are com-

mitted to:  worship, religious education, 

shared faith and service.  We welcome 

all people with respect, acceptance and 

support. 

Parish Staff 



Altar Flowers 

January 10/11—in memory of Gaetano & Elsa 

Santini given by the DiCostanzo Family. 

Altar Flowers may be memorialized for a donation 

of $50.  Please call the Parish Office several 

months prior to your desired date. 

 

Adoration & Silent Prayer Every day 

between 4:00PM and 5:00PM.  

 

Contemplative Prayer Wednesday evening 

at 7:00 PM and Friday morning at 7:00 AM.  

Come spend some quiet time with the Lord. 

 

Perpetual Novena  Our Lady of the 

Miraculous Medal takes place each Monday 

following morning Mass 

 

Rosary & Divine Mercy Prayers 

Monday through Saturday after daily Mass 

 

Baptisms Every fourth Sunday at 12:15.  

Please call the parish office to schedule.  

 

Required Pre-Baptism Please contact  

Deacon Dean Finch at 203-246-3501 to arrange. 

Class is required for the first child baptized at  

St. Jerome. 

 

Reconciliation  One hour before vigil on 

Saturday.  Also Anytime by appointment 

 

Marriages  Please contact the Rectory at least 

six months in advance. 

 

Anointing of the Sick  takes place on the first 

Wednesday of each month, immediately following 

the 9:00 AM Mass,  in the sanctuary.  Anyone 

with an ongoing medical condition or who is 

seriously ill, anticipating a medical procedure or 

operation, is welcome to come. 

 

1/10 9:00 am Cristina Ruffo 

   (Raffaele & Patty Ruffo) 

    

VIGIL FOR SUNDAY  

 4:00 pm Stephen Vicenzi 

   (Jan & Dom Vento)  

 

THE BAPTISM OF THE LORD 

1/11 8:00 am James Mellone 

                                 (Maralyn Slaker)  

 9:15 am Jason Brower 

   (Fauci family) 

 11:00 am Gaetano & Elsa Santini 

   (DiCostanzo family) 

           6:00 pm         Msgr. Joe Sullivan 

                                       (Coyne family) 

 

1/12 9:00 am Angelo Palacino 

   (Raduazzo family) 

 

1/13 9:00 am Barbara Blanchfield & 

          Barbara Maillar 

    

1/14 9:00 am Jane Wands 

   (Trudel family) 

 

1/15 9:00 am Patsy (Dixie) Cutrone 

   (Anna Pesce) 

 

1/16 9:00 am Marie Besson 

   (Barbara & Ed Bagnato) 

 

1/17 9:00 am for the People 

       

VIGIL FOR SUNDAY  

 4:00 pm Mary Delgado 

   (the family)  

 

THE SECOND SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

1/18 8:00 am Barbara Abruscato 

                                 (Joe & Sue Abruscato)  

 9:15 am Gail Strazza 

   (Peter & Domenica Gioiella) 

 11:00 am Gene Fitzgerald 

   (Bill & Maryann English) 

           6:00 pm         Emmaus Candidates & Team 

MASS INTENTIONS 2015 

****There are many available times for 

Mass intentions.  Please drop by or call the 

Parish Office. 



 

 Random Thoughts 

     Today is the Feast of the Baptism of the Lord, the official end to the Christmas sea-

son. I will say more about this Feast in my Scripture column, 

but for this column let me comment on Christmas at St. Jerome. 

     The highlight is always Christmas Eve. On that night we have well over a thousand people in 

Church, very impressive since our usual weekend Mass attendance is 930. Then, On Christmas day 

itself, we probably had another 550 people attend Mass.  

     I always reserve the 4pm Mass to myself since it is the biggest Mass of the year. This year every-

thing worked the way it should. We had lots of help, from John Kuczo and Lee L’Archevesque coordi-

nating ministers, and ushers to Dan and Karen Lyons handling the parking lot. This year we also had a 

number of greeters in addition to ushers, all of whom were needed. Two things struck me about this 

gathering. First there was a real welcoming for everyone who came. Secondly, the congregation in-

cluded people who usually come to different Masses as well as visitors and some who only come to 

Christmas and Easter. The spirit was joyful because many people who don’t usually see each other did 

so that afternoon. 

     Then there was the music. Our tradition at the 4pm vigil is to have our very talented college and 

graduate students do the music. The cantors at the 4 were Allison Rohr and Megan O’Callaghan. Mi-

chael O’ Callaghan played trumpet and Ryan Laney, grandson of John and Lee Kuczo, together with 

Don Nelson, handled the piano and organ. I have watched Allison, Megan, and Michael grow up, and it 

is a great delight to see their growth in talent, goodness, and Faith.  One of the blessings of being your 

pastor for over 20 years is getting to see the children grow into adults. It is cause for celebration. 

     Next was the 6pm Mass that always involves Fr. Mike, The Reach singers and the Christmas pag-

eant run by Florence Loch, Kathy Rohr and Madeleine Carroll. This year the number of children partici-

pating grew and the Church was full and filled with joy. The only thing missing was that Joan McFarland 

was not with us, but she had the joy of being with her newly born, first grandchild.  

     The evening concluded with the 10:30pm that was presided over by Fr.Joe. 

This is a Mass where lots of people we do not know come, and we probably had 200 people in atten-

dance. This year the music was done by Monica and Andrew Harrington along with Don Nelson. It was 

a peaceful end to a very busy evening. 

     Christmas day itself was filled with liturgy that was calm and peaceful. Every year we bring in a cel-

list, Darilyn Manring.  Darilyn, Jack O’Melia,  and Jennifer Lyke sounded wonderful. Even the 12:30pm 

Mass had about 100 people present. All in all Christmas was perfect and my thanks to all who came to 

worship with us. 

THIS WEEK AT   

ST. JEROME…. 

Sun., 1/11 REACH K-6 after 9:15 Mass 

                REACH 7 &8 meet after the 6:00 Mass 

      TOTAL meets after the 6:00 Mass  

Mon., 1/12 Women’s Scripture & Prayer 9:30 AM 

Tues., 1/13 ”Forming Intentional Disciples”  

                    St. Catherine Trumbull  9-5 

Wed., 1/14  Contemplative Prayer 7:00 PM 

                 Women’s Scripture & Prayer 7:35 PM  

Thurs.,1/15 REACH Singers Rehearsal 7:30  

 Fri., 1/16 Contemplative Prayer 7:00 AM 

       Teens leave for Emmaus  

Sat., 1/17 Men’s Ministry 7:00 AM 

               

 

 

 

The Knights of Columbus Museum’s 10th 

annual Christmas crèche exhibition, Buon Natale: 

Crèches of Italy, features two dozen Italian in-

spired Nativity scenes on display from Dec. 1, 2014 

until Feb. 1, 2015.  In addition, the 14th annual 

Christmas Tree Festival, featuring 24 trees deco-

rated with handmade ornaments and trim by Con-

necticut schoolchildren.   The museum is located at 

1 State St. in New Haven.  More info 

www.kofcmuseum.org. 



   

 

WEEKLY OFFERTORY SUMMARY 

January 4, 2015       $5,381 

January offertory budget    $45,050 

Faith Direct contributions, expected to be around 

$18,000, will be reported next week.  As always, 

thank you for your generous support of our par-

ish. 

For the first half of the fiscal year, the offertory 

collected was $281,761, which exceeded the 

budget by 3%.  Thank you one and all.  A full fi-

nancial summary will be reported in the weeks 

ahead. 

 

ONLINE GIVING—FAITH DIRECT - By support-

ing St. Jerome Parish through Faith Direct, both 

you and our parish can more easily project your 

f u t u r e  c o n t r i b u t i o n s . 

You can sign up online at www.faithdirect.net us-

ing our church code: CT46, or by mailing a paper 

enrollment form available in the parish office.  

 

 

 

VOULUNTEER    

INFORMATION  

 

SAFE ENVIRONMENTS  All volunteers 18 

and over must be in compliance with the diocesan 

4 step mandate. We encourage our young fami-

lies with young children to take the VIRTUS DVD 

discussion “Protecting God’s Children.” It only 

takes 2.5 hours and you leave with a wealth of 

information and the 5 step plan to protect your 

children and others.   Please see the VIRTUS 

website (www.virtusonline.org) for all upcoming 

sessions and to pre-register for a session that 

works for you. 

 

 

 

Scripture Corner 

The Gospel this weekend of the Baptism of the Lord is Mark’s version of that life turning event for Je-

sus. Remember that Mark is the first Gospel, written shortly before the destruction of the Second Tem-

ple by the Romans in the year 70 A.D. Mark creates the literary genre of Gospel, and he then becomes 

a major source for Matthew and Luke written a decade later to other communities. 

     Mark is addressed to the Romans in a time of great persecution, probably under the reign of the em-

peror Nero. The Jesus of Mark is misunderstood, alone, and resolute as he follows the path of suffering 

to the Cross. The original ending of the Gospel announces that Jesus is Risen, but there are no appear-

ance stories. It is the shortest of the Gospels and does not have many of the sayings of Jesus that are 

in the later Gospels. You will note that Mark makes no mention of the Beatitudes, they are only in Mat-

thew and Luke in slightly different versions. 

     Mark’s Gospel begins with the appearance of John the Baptist, who is described as another Elijah, 

the forerunner of the Messiah. The first event that we see in the life of Jesus is not the birth stories but 

the Baptism. For Mark everything begins with the Baptism when Jesus, who knew no sin, enters into 

the waters of death and sin to identify with us sinners, and to foreshadow his own death on the Cross. 

In this powerful scene, the heavens are rent or torn, and the voice of the Father announces that Jesus 

is the beloved son even as the Holy Spirit descends upon him. Then Jesus will be driven by the Spirit 

into the desert to be tempted by the devil. For Mark,   Jesus has come to do battle with sin, death, and 

the devil. He does so for us that we might be free of all that threatens us in this life. 

     Mark is not concerned with the origins of Jesus as are Matthew, Luke, and John. He is all about 

identity. The great sadness of the Gospel is that only the Roman centurion at the Cross knows what the 

voice from heaven knows, “truly, this man was the Son of God.”  Mark is powerful, sparse, and so very 

dramatic. 

     The beauty of the four Gospels is that they give us four different portraits of Jesus, the same, but dif-

ferent. I have learned that there is a Gospel for every season. Now in my old age I find John, the most 

appealing. 



PARISH UPDATE 

NAME__________________________________ 

ADDRESS______________________________ 

CITY ___________________________________ 

PHONE _________________________________  

EMAIL__________________________________ 

�

��

� New Registration  

�

��

� Change of Address 

�

��

� Want Envelopes  

�

��

� Moving Out of Parish 

Please drop in the Collection Basket or mail to the 

office. 

TOTAL NEWS 

Happy New Year!  

• TOTAL meets this Sun-

day and on January 25th. There is no TOTAL 

on January 18 due to the Emmaus retreat that 

is open to juniors and seniors. This retreat is 

an opportunity for our juniors and seniors to 

take some time for themselves and look at 

their own values, hopes, dreams and personal 

issues. There is still time to send in an appli-

cation. Please contact Daniela or Joe if you 

are interested in attending. 

• Auditions for the Fourteen Steps will be 

held on January 25

th

. The Fourteen Steps is 

open to all TOTAL teens. Sign-up sheets will 

be given out at TOTAL. 

• Registration is open for the 30 Hour Famine at 

St. Philip’s on February 28 and March 

1

st

. More information to follow at TOTAL. 

• Sophomores, check out the TOTAL bulletin 

board. We have posted pictures from  

     Confirmation. 

  

REACH NEWS 

 

 

• Today, January 11N 

      Grades 1-6 meet at the 9:15 Mass then class. 

      Grades 7&8 meet at 6:00 Mass then class. 

• Coming up, January 18thN.No Classes 

• Volunteers needed each week for REACH 

to function—please check out our easy 

volunteer sign up at:  http://

stjerome.ivolunteer.com/ 

 

 Thanks to all the children 

that helped make the Epiph-

any so beautiful at the 9:15 

Mass. They presented a live 

Nativity for our parishioners.  

Mary was played by Rose Mot-

tolese, Joseph by Joseph Derr, and the Star by 

Abbie Romano.  The three Kings were played by 

Stone Bidlack, Stefano Orlando, and Keegan Bid-

lack.   

 

WELCOME NEW ALTAR SERVERS 

We have recently commissioned three 

new altar servers.  Please welcome 

Keegan Bidlack, Julia Dennehy, and  

Joseph Derr.     Thank you all for your 

service to St. Jerome!! 

 

All Saints Catholic School: A 

Community of Faith,  

Knowledge and Service  

"Our son and daughter flourished at All 

Saints Catholic School.  They are surrounded by car-

ing and excellent teachers who set a strong academic 

foundation while fostering kindness and respect 

among all of the adults and children in this close-knit 

community." Tom and Marie Beaumont  

In two weeks, we’ll begin our Catholic Schools Week 

observance, the annual celebration of what makes 

Catholic schools stand out from other educational op-

tions.  Come see what makes All Saints Catholic 

School exceptional at one of our open houses: Sun-

day January 25

th

 12-2pm, and Monday Jan. 26 from 

8:30am-10am 139 West Rocks Road, Norwalk.  For 

more information, visit www.allsaintsnorwalk.com.   

 

JANUARY 13 - OPEN TO ALL!  “FORMING IN-

TENTIONAL DISCIPLES: The Path to Knowing & 

Following Jesus" with Sherry Weddell from 9am-

5pm at St. Catherine of Siena Church, 200 Shelton 

Rd. in Trumbull. How can we transmit a living, per-

sonal Catholic faith to future generations? We must 

make a conscious choice to know and follow Jesus 

before we can draw others to him. This work of dis-

cipleship lies at the heart of Forming Intentional Dis-

ciples, which was designed to help Church leaders, 

parish staff and all Catholics transform parish life 

from within. Continental Breakfast and Lunch will be 

served. For info contact Angela Mantero (203) 416-

1627 or email amantero@diobpt.org  

 

Tweet of the Week” 

POPE FRANCIS   @Pontifex  

“How many innocent people and  

children suffer in the world!   

  Lord, grant us your peace!” 


