
 

ST. JEROME CHURCH               

23 Half Mile Road  Norwalk, CT 06851   ~  203-847-5349 



FIFTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME   JULY 16, 2017 

SABBATH MASSES 

Saturday 4:00 PM E.S.T. & 4:30 PM D.S.T. 

Sunday  8:00 AM 

 9:15 AM  Young Children's Mass  

             11:00 AM   

 6:00 PM  Teen Mass 

 

DAYS OF OBLIGATION 

Vigil   7:00 PM  

Holy Day  9:00 AM, 7:00 PM 

 

WEEKDAY MASSES 

Mon-Sat  9:00 AM 

 

HOW TO FIND US…… 

Parish Website:  

www.stjeromenorwalk.org 

 

Parish Email:  norwalkstjerome@cs.com 

 

REACH email:  reachstjerome@optonline.net 

 

Parish Facebook:  

St. Jerome Norwalk 

 

REACH & TOTAL Facebook:  

 REACH St.Jerome 

 

 

Parish Twitter:  @StJeromeNorwalk 

 

REACH & TOTAL Twitter: 

@REACHstjerome 

 

 

 Instagram: 

reach.total.stjerome 

 

PASTORAL STAFF 

203-847-5349 

Rev. David Blanchfield, Pastor 

Rev. Rojin Zacharias K.M., Parochial Vicar 

Rev. Michael Hoag, S.J., Weekend Assistant 

Deacon Dean Finch • 203-847-6397 

deacon.dean.finch@gmail.com 

 

PARISH OFFICE 

203-847-5349 

Mrs. Pat Florio, Secretary   

Office Hours, Mon-Fri 9:00 AM - 3:00 PM 

 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION (REACH)   

203-846-2111 

Mrs. Kathy Coyne, DRE 

Mrs. Natalie Raduazzo   

Mrs. Kathy Rohr 

 

YOUTH MINISTRY (TOTAL) 

Joe and Daniela OʼCallaghan   

203-847-0321 

jocallaghan@optonline.net  

danielaoc@optonline.net 

 

MUSIC MINISTRY 

203-847-5349 

Mr. Donald Nelson   

Mrs. Joan McFarland   

 

PARISH COUNCIL CHAIRPERSON 

Dan Loch • 203-846-3980 

 

FINANCE COUNCIL 

Jerry Holdridge • 203-966-3658 

 

ALL SAINTS CATHOLIC SCHOOL  

203-847-3881    Pre K—Grade 8 

139 West Rocks Road 

Norwalk, CT 06851 

Mrs. Linda Dunn, Principal 

 

FAITH DIRECT—ONLINE GIVING 

866-507-8757 www.faithdirect.net 

Sign up using our church code: CT46, or 

by mailing a paper enrollment form available in 

the parish office.  Also available on our website at 

www.stjeromenorwalk.org/Faith-Direct-

enrollment.pdf 

MISSION STATEMENT 

We the people of St. Jerome Parish, a Ro-

man Catholic community, proclaim our 

belief in the message and mission of Jesus 

Christ.  As disciples of Jesus we are called 

to proclaim the Kingdom of God and to 

work for its values in the local community 

and beyond.  We are committed to:  wor-

ship, religious education, shared faith and 

service.  We welcome all people with re-

spect, acceptance and support. 

Parish Staff 



Altar Flowers 

Altar Flowers may be memorialized for a donation 

of $50.  Please call the Parish Office several 

months prior to your desired date. 

 

Adoration & Silent Prayer  

Every day between 4:00PM and 5:00PM.  

Contemplative Prayer  

Wednesday evening at 7:00 PM.  

Come spend some quiet time with the Lord. 

Widows’ Support Group 

Meets at 9:30AM on the second Thursday of the 

month in the Kevin Eidt Youth Room. 

Perpetual Novena   

Our Lady of the Miraculous Medal takes place 

each Monday following morning Mass 

Rosary & Divine Mercy Prayers 

Monday through Saturday after daily Mass 

Baptisms Please call the parish office to 

schedule.  

Required Pre-Baptism Please contact  

Deacon Dean Finch at 203-847-6397 to arrange. 

Class is required for the first child baptized at  

St. Jerome. 

Reconciliation  One hour before vigil on 

Saturday.  Also anytime by appointment. 

Marriages  Please contact the Rectory at least 

six months in advance. 

Anointing of the Sick  takes place on the first 

Wednesday of each month, immediately following the 

9:00 AM Mass,  in the sanctuary.  Anyone with an 

ongoing medical condition or who is seriously ill, 

anticipating a medical procedure or operation, is 

welcome to come. 

Gluten Free Hosts are available at all Masses. If 

you require a gluten-free host, please see the 

officiating priest before Mass.  

 

Bringing up the Gifts at Mass If the Mass 

intention has been requested by you or for your loved 

ones, and you would like to bring up the Gifts at the 

Offertory, please let the ushers know that you are 

present and would like to bring up the gifts.    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

7/15 9:00 am for those serving our country 

    

VIGIL FOR SUNDAY 

 4:30 pm  Charles R. Howe 

   (Rohr family) 

      

FIFTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

7/16 8:00 am for the Parishioners  

   of St. Jerome 

  

 9:15 am         Lawrence Gallacher 

   (Pat & Frank Hauptman) 

    

 11:00 am Angelo Bergamasco 

   (Mr. & Mrs. Joe LaCovara) 

 

  6:00 pm        Rich Lusniak 

   (Donna, Mother-in-law)) 

    

  

7/17    9:00 am        for deceased fathers 

 

7/18    9:00 am Ralph Holmes 

   (son, Peter) 

 

7/19 9:00 am Charles Howe 

   (Howe family) 

    

7/20 9:00 am for the People 

    

7/21 9:00 am for summer travelers 

  

7/22 9:00 am for deceased loved ones 

 

    

VIGIL FOR SUNDAY 

 4:30 pm  Teddy Boccuzzi 

   (Grace & Jim DeCarlo & family) 

      

SIXTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

7/23 8:00 am Annette Longmuir  

   (Robert & Carole Street) 

  

 9:15 am         Benjamin Olmstead 

   (family) 

    

 11:00 am Mary Jane Paradis (10th Ann.) 

   (family) 

 

  6:00 pm        Richard Furgiuele   

   (family) 

    

   

                                   



 All three readings for this Sunday speak of life and creation. Isaiah draws an image of the 

earth being watered and becoming fruitful. Paul speaks of creation groaning in giving birth. And Jesus 

uses the image of sowing seeds as a way of speaking about his mission. Isaiah’s rain of God’s Word, 

Paul’s groaning of creation in rebirth, and Jesus’ farmer casting seed everywhere are images of the 

prodigious generosity of God. 

The people of biblical times knew well the revelation of God in and through the natural world. 

So, in the First Reading Isaiah teaches about the effectiveness of the word of God through the meta-

phor of rain. In the Second Reading, Paul claims that redemption will include a rebirth of all of creation. 

In the Gospel, Jesus’ parables are rooted in stories about nature. The readings from Isaiah and Mat-

thew provide a mirror held up to me, to see in them the reflection of my own response to God’s word.  

Matthew’s Gospel from his Chapter 13 starts his telling of Jesus’ parables. The whole chapter 

consists of parables and they are central to Matthew’s Gospel. As usual, the parable comes directly 

from ordinary, everyday life in ancient Israel. In ancient times farmers used “broadcasting” of seed. 

Rather than making a furrow and planting seeds deliberately in the ground, then covering them with 

soil, the farmer would walk along with a sack of seeds, take a handful and simply throw the seeds 

around. The seed would fall wherever.  

 The sower knows that each seed that falls on good soil will bear a yield many times more than 

itself: a hundredfold, 60 or 30. The yield from the seed in good soil greatly outweighs the losses and 

they really don’t matter. Jesus scatters his message in a similarly casual way. For many who hear him 

the word suffers the fate of the seed that is lost. But when it really strikes home and finds a welcome, 

the “yield” -- hundredfold, 60, 30 -- more than compensates for the losses. 

 A parable aims to make a single short point or issue a single focused challenge. The aim is not 

so much to teach a moral lesson as to radically change the way the hearers see things -- to show them 

another way to understand things. Parables can be understood at different levels. At the literal level, 

the parable of the sower can be heard as a story about sowing seed and the lesson might be to be 

careful where you throw the seed when sowing. At another level, parables have a metaphoric or sym-

bolic meaning, which in this parable Jesus explains to his disciples. Then there is a further, interpretive 

level of a parable: What has that story got to say to me here and now? Note the distinction between 

looking and seeing and between hearing and listening and understanding. Reminds me of Yogi Berra’s 

advice to young batters, “You can observe a lot by just watching.” 

I always get a kick out of the part where Jesus praises/blesses the disciples for being in the 

know, yet He walks them through the parable step by step, -- because they had no clue! Reminds me 

of when Florence would leave AA pamphlets around the house and I’d think, “What the heck is this do-

ing here?” Or when I asked in AA, “How do I stop drinking?” and always got the answer, “You stop 

drinking.”  

The Gospel of Matthew was written when the early Christian community had been thrown out of 

the Jewish synagogues. They were troubled and discouraged that other Jews could not accept the 

message of Jesus as they had. This parable, and Jesus’ blessing of the disciples, comforted and en-

couraged the early Christian community. Although they were frustrated, they were being told -- through 

this story -- that not everyone is ready to hear the message that they had heard and accepted.  

Sometimes this parable is called “The Parable of the Soils.” The “word of the kingdom” falls on 

people who are at various stages of readiness to receive it. What Jesus suggests to his disciples – and 

to us – is that “good soil” can’t always be predicted. Jesus doesn’t tell his disciples to sow the word 

only in people who are receptive. Rather, he wants them – and us – to scatter the word everywhere 

and to rejoice when it does find good soil and yields a rich harvest. 

God’s word is sown in many forms: Scripture, the liturgy, the sacraments, the living tradition of 

the Church and of our parish, the miracles of creation and nature, even my everyday behavior. The 

readings for this Sunday call me to self-examination: What kind of soil am I? What kind of sower am I? 

How receptive am I to God’s word?  



  WEEKLY OFFERTORY SUMMARY 

July 9, 2017                                     $4,195 

July total to date        $9,202 

July offertory budget      $37,082 

Faith Direct donations, estimated at about 

$18,000, will be reported next week.  

As always, thank you for your  

generous donations to our parish! 

 

FOOD DRIVE  

NEXT WEEKEND 

JULY 22-23 

Our monthly food drive 

and milk fund collection 

takes place next weekend.  As we are immersed 

in all things "Summer", let us not forget our nearby 

families who struggle with food insecurity.  Our 

local food pantries are in need of:   

canned fruit, pasta sauce,  

spaghetti, tuna, strawberry jelly/jam  

Volunteers will accept cash donations after each 

Mass to put towards the shopping for these items 

and then add them to the collection.  Donations 

may be left in the hallway anytime during the 

week.  

We pray for those who bravely serve our country 

in the military and those deployed in dangerous 

locations. Thank God for those who have re-

turned home safely.  Our service people include: 

 

Spec. Jason Kulik, United States Army 

PFC Andrew Chimento, United States Army  

PFC Devon Barker, United States Army 

LCpl. Jack H. Whitney,  USMC 

 

NEWBORN & TODDLER 

CLOTHING COLLECTION 

The Social Concerns Committee 

is collecting NEW or GENTLY 

USED newborn or toddler 

clothing.  Please bring your do-

nation to the marked donation boxes in Church 

Hallway. These items will be given to families in 

need & Malta House.  

Also needed:  a bassinet or small crib for new-

born infant.  

Thank you for any items you can donate. 

TWEETS OF THE WEEK 

@Pontifex “Migrants are our brothers 

and sisters in search of a better life, 

far away from poverty, hunger, and 

war.” 

 

@BishopCaggiano “The Lord will give us rest in 

the way that He knows is best for us, not as we 

might suggest or want it to be.” 

 

@JameMartinSJ “Gospel:  What does it mean to 

find rest in Jesus?  To know that his way leads to 

eternal life.  And to know that you can go to him 

in prayer.” 

 

THIS WEEK AT ST. JEROME…….  

   Sunday   7/16  

   Monday  7/17 Women’s Scripture Group 9:30 AM 

       Life Line Screening 

   Tuesday  7/18  

   Wednesday  7/19 Contemplative Prayer 7:00 PM 

       Women’s Scripture Group 7:30 PM 

   Thursday  7/20  

   Friday  7/21     

   Saturday       7/22 Men’s Ministry 7:00 AM 

REACH REGISTRATION  

2017-2018 

Registration forms have been emailed to all cur-

rent families.  If you did not receive your form, 

please contact the REACH office—

reachstjerome@optonline.net or 203-846-2111 

**Any families with children entering Kindergar-

ten or that are new to our program, please con-

tact the office for a form.  Forms will also be 

available on our website shortly.   

www.stjeromenorwalk.org 



 

Diocese of Bridgeport Youth Rally 

“Holy is His Name” 

Saturday, August 19th 9AM—9PM 

St. Joseph High School 

All teens rising 8th grade—12 grade 

Cost—$40 

For more information contact Evan Psencik  

at 203-416-1649 or epsencik@diobpt.org 

 

SUMMER PARISH OFFICE HOURS 

Monday — Thursday 9 AM—3 PM 

Friday 9 AM—noon 

 

Join the young adults of the  

Diocese of Bridgeport for some Summer Social 

Nights! We hope to see you there!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SUMMER COLLEC-

TION 

Our rising REACH 4th 

Grade Class will be taking 

up a collection of hats, sunglasses, and sun-

screen to donate to the Open Door Shelter.   

Please drop NEW or GENTLY USED items off to 

the bins in the rear of the church or the hallway. 

 

SUMMER COFFEES 

Save the date for our final 

Summer Coffee on Sunday, 

August 6 after the 9:15 Mass. 

 

 

VOLUNTEER NEEDED 

We are hoping to find a parishioner who is able to 

help a family in need of afterschool help during 

the school year on Mondays, Tuesdays, & 

Wednesdays from approximately 2:30pm to 

3:00pm. Responsibilities would be to meet the 

family’s child at the bus stop after school and stay 

with the child until a family member arrives, 

please contact Tara Whalen for more detail at 

kfwhalen@optonline.net. 

 

Are you at Risk for 

Stroke, Heart Disease 

and Diabetes? 

Did you know that a 

10% decrease in cholesterol can reduce your risk 

for heart disease 30%? 

• Diabetes is the 5

th

 leading cause of death in 

the US�

• Elevated CRP levels in the blood are indicators 

of risk for heart disease and high blood pressure�

Stroke is the 4th leading cause of death�

Life Line Screening offers finger-stick blood tests with 

results in 10 minutes. Protect your health by finding 

out your risk of diabetes and vascular disease by par-

ticipating in the Life Line Screening that will be at St. 

Jerome Roman Catholic Church on Monday, July 17, 

2017. 

Register for the lipid panel (HDL, LDL, total choles-

terol and triglycerides), glucose and CRP blood tests 

for only $129. Call 1-888-653-6441 or 

v i s i t  w w w . l i f e l i n e s c r e e n i n g . c o m /

communitycircle or text the word circle to 797979 to 

schedule your appointment. Ask about our other 

stroke and heart tests. Taking control of your health 

doesn’t have to be hard. 

 

CALLING ALL  

COLLEGE  

STUDENTS 

 

Come meet other  

students from around 

the Diocese of 

Bridgeport for Food, 

Faith and Fellowship 

at St. Philips  

in  

Norwalk!  

T H E  F A C E  O F 

PRAYERQ.Are you the face of 

prayer? Are you willing to pray 

with Bishop Caggiano every 

day? Join the movement. Text a 

selfie, your prayer intention, or simply the word 

“pray” to 55778 and join in the journey as we 

learn more about the power of prayer. 


