
 

ST. JEROME CHURCH 

23 Half Mile Road  Norwalk, CT 06851   ~  203-847-5349 



THIRD SUNDAY OF EASTER  APRIL 10, 2016 

 

 

SABBATH MASSES 

Saturday 4:00 PM E.S.T. & 4:30 PM D.S.T. 

Sunday  8:00 AM 

 9:15 AM  Young Childrenʼs Mass  

             11:00 AM   

 6:00 PM  Teen Mass 

 

DAYS OF OBLIGATION 

Vigil   7:00 PM  

Holy Day  9:00 AM, 7:00 PM 

 

WEEKDAY MASSES 

Mon-Sat  9:00 AM 

 

HOW TO FIND US…… 

Parish Website:  

www.stjeromenorwalk.org 

 

Parish Email:  

norwalkstjerome@cs.com 

 

REACH email:   

reachstjerome@optonline.net 

 

Facebook: St. Jerome Norwalk 

 

Twitter:  @StJeromeNorwalk 

 

REACH & TOTAL Facebook:  

REACH St.Jerome 

 

REACH & TOTAL Twitter: 

@REACHstjerome 

 

PASTORAL STAFF 

203-847-5349 

Rev. David Blanchfield, Pastor 

Rev. Rojin Zacharias K.M., Parochial Vicar 

Rev. Michael Hoag, S.J., Weekend Assistant 

Deacon Dean Finch • 203-246-3501 

deacon.dean.finch@gmail.com 

 

PARISH OFFICE 

203-847-5349 

Mrs. Pat Florio, Secretary   

Office Hours, Mon-Fri 9:00 AM - 3:00 PM 

 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION (REACH)   

203-846-2111 

Mrs. Kathy Coyne, DRE 

Mrs. Anne Groener 

Mrs. Natalie Raduazzo   

Mrs. Kathy Rohr 

 

YOUTH MINISTRY (TOTAL) 

Joe and Daniela OʼCallaghan   

203-847-0321 

jocallaghan@optonline.net  

danielaoc@optonline.net 

 

MUSIC MINISTRY 

203-847-5349 

Mr. Donald Nelson   

Mrs. Joan McFarland   

 

PARISH COUNCIL CHAIRPERSON 

Robert Yap • 203-246-7447 

 

FINANCE COUNCIL 

Jerry Holdridge • 203-966-3658 

 

ALL SAINTS CATHOLIC SCHOOL  

203-847-3881    Pre K—Grade 8 

139 West Rocks Road 

Norwalk, CT 06851 

Mrs. Linda Dunn, Principal 

 

FAITH DIRECT—ONLINE GIVING 

866-507-8757 www.faithdirect.net 

Sign up using our church code: CT46, or 

by mailing a paper enrollment form available in 

the parish office.  Also available on our website at 

www.stjeromenorwalk.org/Faith-Direct-

enrollment.pdf 

MISSION STATEMENT 

We the people of St. Jerome Parish, a 

Roman Catholic community, proclaim 

our belief in the message and mission of 

Jesus Christ.  As disciples of Jesus we are 

called to proclaim the Kingdom of God 

and to work for its values in the local 

community and beyond.  We are com-

mitted to:  worship, religious education, 

shared faith and service.  We welcome 

all people with respect, acceptance and 

support. 

Parish Staff 



Altar Flowers 

April 9/10—flowers in memory of M.J. Sullivan and D. 

Faulkner given by Maureen Faulkner 

Altar Flowers may be memorialized for a donation 

of $50.  Please call the Parish Office several 

months prior to your desired date. 

 

Adoration & Silent Prayer  

Every day between 4:00PM and 5:00PM.  

 

Contemplative Prayer  

Wednesday evening at 7:00 PM.  

Come spend some quiet time with the Lord. 

 

Widows’ Support Group 

Meets at 9:30AM on the second Thursday of the 

month in the Kevin Eidt Youth Room. 

 

Perpetual Novena   

Our Lady of the Miraculous Medal takes place 

each Monday following morning Mass 

 

Rosary & Divine Mercy Prayers 

Monday through Saturday after daily Mass 

 

Baptisms Every fourth Sunday at 12:15.  

Please call the parish office to schedule.  

 

Required Pre-Baptism Please contact  

Deacon Dean Finch at 203-246-3501 to arrange. 

Class is required for the first child baptized at  

St. Jerome. 

 

Reconciliation  One hour before vigil on 

Saturday.  Also Anytime by appointment. 

 

Marriages  Please contact the Rectory at least 

six months in advance. 

 

Anointing of the Sick  takes place on the first 

Wednesday of each month, immediately following the 

9:00 AM Mass,  in the sanctuary.  Anyone with an 

ongoing medical condition or who is seriously ill, 

anticipating a medical procedure or operation, is 

welcome to come. 

 

Gluten Free Hosts are available at all Masses. If 

you require a gluten-free host, please see the 

officiating priest before Mass.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4/9 9:00 am Emileo Bedoya 

   (family) 

  

VIGIL FOR SUNDAY 

 4:30 pm  Richie Thibeault 

   (Pat Chocas) 

      

THIRD SUNDAY of EASTER  

   

4/10 8:00 am Suzie Mecca   

              (Len Mecca) 

 9:15 am         Celine McCarthy 

   (Joan & Joe Cusack) 

 11:00 am Vincent Iannone, Jr.  

    (family) 

 6:00 pm          Dorothy Guillocheau 

   (Helen & Chris Eidt) 

 

 

4/11 9:00 am        Irene Eula 

    

4/12 9:00 am Maria Florio 

   (Giovanna Veccia) 

       

4/13 9:00 am Barbara Fletcher 

   (Mary Holland) 

 

4/14 9:00 am David Roberts 

   (Roula Bellairs) 

     

4/15 9:00 am Deceased mothers & fathers 

 

4/16 9:00 am Claire Budnik 

   (Helen & Maureen Jansen) 

  

VIGIL FOR SUNDAY 

 4:30 pm  Connie Mattera 

   (Neice, Marguerite) 

      

FOURTH SUNDAY of EASTER  

   

4/17 8:00 am Angela Monarchie  

              (Peter & Domenica Gioiella) 

 9:15 am         Jackie Leone 

   (Pat & Jerry Pollack) 

 11:00 am Angela Ferrone  

     

 6:00 pm          Ernest Williams 

   (Helen & Chris Eidt) 

 

   

   

                                   



 

RANDOM  THOUGHTS…. 

 

 

Those of you who hear me preach on a regular basis know that one of my perennial themes is 

that every now and then you can see and feel a foretaste of the Kingdom of God. When I use that word, 

I mean that universal condition when everything and everyone does the will of God. Our experience of 

life is that, while good in itself, it is marked by struggle with that which Jesus came to conquer: sin, 

death, Satan, injustice, and a world where power supports the “first” and the “last” are powerless. Re-

member how often Jesus says “the first shall be last” and “the one who is great among you is the one 

who serves.” 

That kingdom began in the death and Resurrection of Jesus but will not be complete until Jesus 

comes again on the clouds of glory. 

Still, there are moments in life, short bursts, when we can see and feel the way life should be 

lived. Anyone who sees an Emmaus weekend will see an example. This past Sunday we had another 

glimpse of what the kingdom will be. 

A team of about 18 people came together to celebrate Fr. Joe Palacino’s 21 years with us. It 

was a perfect day. The Mass was joyful, the food superb, the hall looked elegant (no small miracle in 

itself). The committee did all this out of love for Fr. Joe and his goodness, holiness, and generosity. 

Who they were as a community mirrored Fr. Joe. If you looked and listened you could see people cre-

ating community with no self interest involved in any way. 

I am especially grateful to all who worked on the day. Special thanks goes to the kitchen crew: 

Tom Bennett, Bill Groener, Kevin Harrington, Lee L’Archevesque. They were ably assisted by so many 

others such as the whole Russo family, Vilmarie Bennett, Anna L’Archevesque, MaryAnn Holowinko, 

Jeff Kress, Tom and Lorraine Larkin, Phil and Carol Carragine. Andrea Licek, Dan and Florence Loch, 

Jack O’Melia, Dick and Annette Maiberger, Kathy Crosby, Jen Prescott, Alex and Cornelia Sgoutas, 

Bob DeSimone, Ginny Konkowski, Tom and Sheila Rietano, Linda and Luca Piacenza, and so many 

others. This is a parish that is blessed in abundance.  

Best of all, Fr. Joe and his family were deeply moved and grateful. Great job everyone especially 

Lee L’Archevesque and chef Tom Bennett. 

              ����������	����
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   Sunday  4/10 REACH & TOTAL—no classes 

   Monday 4/11 Women’s Scripture & Prayer 9:30 AM 

   Tuesday 4/12  

                   Wednesday 4/13 Contemplative Prayer 7:00 PM 

      Women’s Scripture & Prayer 7:30 PM 

   Thursday 4/14 Widows Support 9:30 AM 

      REACH Singers rehearsal 7:30 PM    

   Friday  4/15  

   Saturday      4/16 Men’s Ministry 7:00 AM 

 

TWEETS OF THE WEEK 

 @Pontifex “If we open ourselves up 

to welcome God’s mercy for our-

selves, in turn we become capable of 

forgiveness.” 

 

@BishopCaggiano “When we lose sight of 

Christ, we become lost.  We must remember 

that we never walk alone in life.  Christ is with us 

every step of the way.” 

ST. JEROME CASH RAFFLE 

$50.00 raffle tickets on sale before 

and after all weekend Masses.   

First prize is $12,000, second prize 

is $2,000, and third prize is $1,000.   

Our 21th Annual Raffle Drawing takes place on  

Saturday, June 4. The picnic will begin after the 

4:30 PM Mass. Prize drawn at 7:00 PM.  

 We greatly appreciate your past support and need 

it more than ever this year!  



   

WEEKLY OFFERTORY SUMMARY 

April 4, 2016         $5,677 

April offertory budget (approximate)   $38,000 

 

As always, thank you for your generous support of St. 

Jerome parish.  Faith Direct contributions will be re-

ported later in the month. 

Over the years many corporations in the Diocese have 

participated in the Matching Gift Program. When mak-

ing your pledge to the 2016 Annual Catholic Appeal, 

please consult with your employer to determine if they 

match gifts. If your company does participate, the Dio-

cese of Bridgeport or its designated agencies such as 

Catholic Charities or the Catholic Academy of Bridge-

port, they may qualify for these additional funds.  For 

further information please contact the Development 

Office at (203) 416-1312 or email us at 

2016ACA@diobpt.org.  

 

LAURALTON HALL invites all 

7

th

 grade girls to spend a day as a 

shadow student March 14 through 

April 29.  For further information, 

call the Admissions Office at (203) 

877-2786 ext. 144. 

 

PASTORAL COUNCIL 

NOMINATIONS  

This is the second weekend 

that nominations for the 

Pastoral Council are being 

accepted. The Pastoral 

Council advises Father David on issues important 

to the spiritual and material well-being of our par-

ish.  If you would like to nominate a parishioner 

who will help make a difference at St. Jerome, 

please fill out a nomination form and place it into 

one of the green and gold nomination boxes lo-

cated near the church exits.  You may also use 

the cut-out nomination form below.  Additional 

copies of the forms may be found in the red 

folders labeled “FORMS” hanging from each 

of the four bulletin stands near the exits. 

 

ALWAYS NEEDED…… 

 

New Pillows are always 

needed for Open Door Shelter—

please drop in the hallway any-

time!  Thanks! 

 

 

Used Grocery Bags  are 

used for Clients to take home food 

they receive at Person To Person. 

Please bring your usable plastic 

bags and place in marked Plastic 

Bag collection box located behind 

the curtained alcove close to the rear church en-

trance 

 

ST. JEROME PASTORAL COUNCIL NOMINATIONS:  2016 – 2018 TERM 

Consisting of twelve elected members, the Pastoral Council advises and assists the Pastor in the activities of 

the parish. This year there are six (6) vacancies for two-year terms on the Council from September 2016 to 

June 2018.  

To qualify for nomination, a person must be 18 years of age and a parish member for two years in good 

standing. Please nominate below as many eligible individuals as you wish. 

 

Please insert this Nomination Form into the specially marked green and gold boxes 

 located at all the bulletin stands at the exits of the church. 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

PICK UP YOUR PHOTOS!!! 

All photo’s that were dropped off to be 

used in Fr. Joe’s video can be picked up 

in the parish office!!   

Thanks for sharing them with us! 



There is no TOTAL tonight. TOTAL will meet next 

Sunday. Please check out the parish website and 

the bulletin for some great pictures from the Four-

teen Steps by Jack O’Melia. 

There is still time to order a DVD for the Fourteen 

Steps. DVDs are $25 and a wonderful keepsake. 

Order forms can be found in the hallway. Please 

send your order form with payment to the REACH 

office by Monday, April 11. 

 April 10 – No TOTAL – Spring Break 

April 17 - TOTAL meets in the Kevin Eidt youth    

                room after the 6:00 Mass. 

April 24 – TOTAL meets 

May 1 – TOTAL meets 

May 8 – No TOTAL - Mother’s Day. 

 

•  REACH— April 10—  

            Spring Break—no classes 

• Up Next—April 17 - 

 Grade 1-6 meet in the morning 

 Grade 7-8 meet in the evening 

Please return all RICE BOXES to the next class or 

the REACH office!!! 

Tap into Calm…. 

 Spring into Healthy 

Monday, April 15th 6:30—7:30 PM 

Learn another effective tool to deal-

ing with life’s stress, trauma, fears, 

anxieties.  EFT—emotional free-

dom technique and essential oils will be discussed.   

Free Event—right here with our own Marian Edvard-

sen! 

GOD LOVES YOU JUST AS YOU ARE 

- a reflection by Anne O’Callaghan 

 

I have been an enthusiast about communal reconciliation since it began. There is something 

very consoling about knowing and actually seeing that other people also have weaknesses and 

failings that they want to confess and be forgiven for. . . . Before I went on a pilgrimage to Lourdes. 

. .  I asked Father Joe to hear my confession. Mostly I cried but he was very tolerant. At one point 

he said to me. “I’m not hearing any real sin” so I dug a little deeper and came up with something 

from a few years ago – my part in the terrible pain this parish went through. And it was good for me 

to acknowledge that. Then he said something to me that turned out to be very important to me. He 

said, “Remember Anne. God loves you just as you are.” I sometimes have trouble with that one. 

And then he gave me absolution.  

At the Shrine of Our Lady of Lourdes there are baths, very cold baths, with water from a 

spring which is supposed to have sprung up when Bernadette saw the Blessed Mother there and 

has continued ever since. Praying for healing I went into the baths. It’s a little scary but the atten-

dants are kind and gentle and they held me, one on each side, as I stepped down into the freezing 

cold water. The idea is to walk across this tub to the other side where there is a statue of the 

Blessed Mother.  

I was feeling really good, quite pleased with myself that I was being so brave, happy with the 

prayer I was saying silently when suddenly the attendants said “Sit down.” I had not sat down in a 

tub for two years and I lost it – all the trust. All the confidence was replaced by fear. But at that mo-

ment when I felt that I had really blown it I heard Fr. Joe’s words “God loves you, Anne, just as you 

are.” God understood that I was afraid and it was alright.  

The attendants gently lowered me and I did go all the way in. But without Fr Joe’s kind 

words in the Sacrament of Reconciliation I would have felt very differently. I tell you this story be-

cause this Sacrament is not just about dumping our sins. It’s about receiving help in our struggles. 

It’s about knowing the kindness of God thru a kind priest. It’s about forgiveness, pardon and peace 

and it’s the closest we can get in this world to actually talking to Jesus and asking for his help. 

 

(Talk to Parents of Children Preparing for First Reconciliation, St. Jerome Church, 2000) 


