
 

ST. JEROME CHURCH 

23 Half Mile Road  Norwalk, CT 06851   ~  203-847-5349 



FOURTH SUNDAY OF LENT MARCH 6, 2016 

 

 

SABBATH MASSES 

Saturday 4:00 PM E.S.T. & 4:30 PM D.S.T. 

Sunday  8:00 AM 

 9:15 AM  Young Childrenʼs Mass  

             11:00 AM   

 6:00 PM  Teen Mass 

 

DAYS OF OBLIGATION 

Vigil   7:00 PM  

Holy Day  9:00 AM, 7:00 PM 

 

WEEKDAY MASSES 

Mon-Sat  9:00 AM 

 

HOW TO FIND US…… 

Parish Website:  

www.stjeromenorwalk.org 

 

Parish Email:  

norwalkstjerome@cs.com 

 

REACH email:   

reachstjerome@optonline.net 

 

Facebook: St. Jerome Norwalk 

 

Twitter:  @StJeromeNorwalk 

 

REACH & TOTAL Facebook:  

REACH St.Jerome 

 

REACH & TOTAL Twitter: 

@REACHstjerome 

 

PASTORAL STAFF 

203-847-5349 

Rev. David Blanchfield, Pastor 

Rev. Rojin Zacharias K.M., Parochial Vicar 

Rev. Michael Hoag, S.J., Weekend Assistant 

Deacon Dean Finch • 203-246-3501 

deacon.dean.finch@gmail.com 

 

PARISH OFFICE 

203-847-5349 

Mrs. Pat Florio, Secretary   

Office Hours, Mon-Fri 9:00 AM - 3:00 PM 

 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION (REACH)   

203-846-2111 

Mrs. Kathy Coyne, DRE 

Mrs. Anne Groener 

Mrs. Natalie Raduazzo   

Mrs. Kathy Rohr 

 

YOUTH MINISTRY (TOTAL) 

Joe and Daniela OʼCallaghan   

203-847-0321 

jocallaghan@optonline.net  

danielaoc@optonline.net 

 

MUSIC MINISTRY 

203-847-5349 

Mr. Donald Nelson   

Mrs. Joan McFarland   

 

PARISH COUNCIL CHAIRPERSON 

Robert Yap • 203-246-7447 

 

FINANCE COUNCIL 

Jerry Holdridge • 203-966-3658 

 

ALL SAINTS CATHOLIC SCHOOL  

203-847-3881    Pre K—Grade 8 

139 West Rocks Road 

Norwalk, CT 06851 

Mrs. Linda Dunn, Principal 

 

FAITH DIRECT—ONLINE GIVING 

866-507-8757 www.faithdirect.net 

Sign up using our church code: CT46, or 

by mailing a paper enrollment form available in 

the parish office.  Also available on our website at 

www.stjeromenorwalk.org/Faith-Direct-

enrollment.pdf 

MISSION STATEMENT 

We the people of St. Jerome Parish, a 

Roman Catholic community, proclaim 

our belief in the message and mission of 

Jesus Christ.  As disciples of Jesus we are 

called to proclaim the Kingdom of God 

and to work for its values in the local 

community and beyond.  We are com-

mitted to:  worship, religious education, 

shared faith and service.  We welcome 

all people with respect, acceptance and 

support. 

Parish Staff 



Altar Flowers 

Altar Flowers may be memorialized for a donation 

of $50.  Please call the Parish Office several 

months prior to your desired date. 

 

Adoration & Silent Prayer  

Every day between 4:00PM and 5:00PM.  

 

Contemplative Prayer  

Wednesday evening at 7:00 PM.  

Come spend some quiet time with the Lord. 

 

Widows’ Support Group 

Meets at 9:30AM on the first Thursday of the 

month in the Kevin Eidt Youth Room. 

 

Perpetual Novena   

Our Lady of the Miraculous Medal takes place 

each Monday following morning Mass 

 

Rosary & Divine Mercy Prayers 

Monday through Saturday after daily Mass 

 

Baptisms Every fourth Sunday at 12:15.  

Please call the parish office to schedule.  

 

Required Pre-Baptism Please contact  

Deacon Dean Finch at 203-246-3501 to arrange. 

Class is required for the first child baptized at  

St. Jerome. 

 

Reconciliation  One hour before vigil on 

Saturday.  Also Anytime by appointment. 

 

Marriages  Please contact the Rectory at least 

six months in advance. 

 

Anointing of the Sick  takes place on the first 

Wednesday of each month, immediately following 

the 9:00 AM Mass,  in the sanctuary.  Anyone 

with an ongoing medical condition or who is 

seriously ill, anticipating a medical procedure or 

operation, is welcome to come. 

 

Gluten Free Hosts are available at all 

Masses. If you require a gluten-free host, please 

see the officiating priest before Mass.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3/5 9:00 am Deceased spouses 

    

VIGIL FOR SUNDAY 

 4:00 pm Eugene Fitzgerald 

   (James & Adrienne Bernier) 

 

FOURTH SUNDAY OF LENT 

3/6 8:00 am Joseph Scalisi   

   (wife, Kitty) 

 9:15 am         Anna Marie Thompson  

   (Frank & Pat Hauptman) 

 11:00 am Vincent Iannone, Jr. 

    (family) 

   6:00 pm         Ron Mikol 

   (Rohr family) 

 

 

3/7 9:00 am        for our deployed troops 

       

     

3/8 9:00 am for deceased parishioners 

 

    

3/9 9:00 am David Crosby 

   (Kathy & Emily) 

  

3/10 9:00 am Claire Budnik 

   (Helen & Maureen Jansen) 

 

3/11 9:00 am Katherin & Edward Fritz 

   (family) 

 

3/12 9:00 am David Crosby 

   (family) 

    

VIGIL FOR SUNDAY 

 4:00 pm Shirley Coppola 

   (Pat & Phil) 

 

FIFTH SUNDAY OF LENT 

3/13 8:00 am Angela Monarchie  

   (Chris & Helen Eidt) 

 9:15 am         Mary Devine  

   (family)) 

 11:00 am Mel Taverner 

    (Peter & Domenica Gioiella) 

   6:00 pm         Anita Paterno 

   (Chris & Helen Eidt) 

 

   

   

                                   

ST. MATTHEW CHURCH  

HAS BEEN NAMED  

A CENTER OF MERCY CHURCH  

Confession Schedule:  

Every Tuesday- 7:00-8:30pm   

& Every Saturday-3:15-4:00pm  



Pope Francis has declared this liturgical year as a Jubilee Year of Mercy in which we are to reflect 

on the great mercy God extends to us and to perform appropriate acts of mercy whether they be in deed, 

word, or prayer.  I’m sure we are all familiar with the opening words of the 118

th 

Psalm: “Give thanks to the 

Lord for he is good, for his mercy endures forever.”  God’s mercy is beyond measure and we must have 

trust in it. 

Near the middle of the Jubilee Year is Divine Mercy Sunday.  It is celebrated on the first Sunday af-

ter Easter – this year falling on April 3

rd

.  This feast has its origins in the visions and writings of Saint 

Faustina Kowalska (1905-1938) who was beatified in the year 1993 and canonized in the year 2000.  She is 

sometimes referred to as the Apostle or Secretary of Divine Mercy.  Living her adult life as a sister in a con-

vent, she was chosen by Our Lord to reveal great mysteries to us through the writings she kept in her diary 

published as Divine Mercy in My Soul.  This 700 page book can be ordered through many internet re-

sources.  It is in this diary that the saint recorded her own spiritual reflections as well as instructions and 

consolations given to her by Our Lord. 

Two aspects of the various revelations have special importance.  The first is the special image of 

Our Lord which was painted in accordance with His wishes and which He asked to be venerated.  The im-

age shows both red and pale colored rays flowing out to us from His Heart and represent what occurred 

when Our Lord was pierced by a lance while He was on The Cross.  The words “Jesus, I trust in You” are 

associated with this image.    

The second aspect of importance is the Chaplet of Divine Mercy which can be said with an ordinary 

set of rosary beads.  It is through this chaplet, given to us by Our Lord, that great graces can be received for 

the living and especially for those who are nearing the end of their mortal life.  For those who are unfamiliar 

with the chaplet, the primary words are included here. 

The chaplet begins with the Our Father, the Hail Mary, and The Apostle’s Creed.  Then, on the “Our 

Father” beads are said the words “Eternal Father, I offer You the Body and Blood, Soul and Divinity of your 

dearly beloved Son, Our Lord Jesus Christ, in atonement for our sins and those of the whole world”.  On the 

“Hail Mary” beads, the following words are said: “For the sake of his sorrowful passion, have mercy on us 

and on the whole world”.  In conclusion, the following phrase it to be recited three times: “Holy God, Holy 

Mighty One, Holy Immortal One, have mercy on us and on the whole world.” 

The chaplet is said at St. Jerome after the 9 AM Masses.  If the chaplet is said as a novena for the 

nine days from Good Friday through the Divine Mercy Sunday and combined with the Sacraments of Rec-

onciliation and Communion, then special graces are promised to those who participate.  

Many more details about Saint Faustina and the religious aspects of her Divine Mercy mission can 

be found on the internet from a wide variety of sources.  Why not spend a few moments in this Lenten sea-

son and find out about God’s great mercy?  Personally, I was greatly moved by some of the writings in her 

diary especially those attributed to Our Lord. 

             ����������	����
��������
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   Sunday  3/6 REACH—Grades K-6 meet in the morning 

      REACH = Grades 7-8 meet in the evening 

      TOTAL— “14 Steps” rehearsal” 

   Monday 3/7 Women’s Scripture & Prayer 9:30 AM 

      CONECT meeting—all welcome—7:00 PM 

   Tuesday 3/8 Bible Study 9:30 AM 

                   Wednesday 3/9 Contemplative Prayer 7:00 PM 

      Women’s Scripture & Prayer 7:30 PM 

   Thursday 3/10 Widow’s Support 9:30 AM 

      REACH Singers Rehearsal 7:30 PM 

   Friday  3/11 Soup & Bread Supper & Talk 6:00 PM 

   Saturday      3/12 Men’s Ministry 7:00 AM 

      First Reconciliation Service 2:00 PM 

Some Aspects of Divine Mercy     by John DiDomizio 



   

WEEKLY OFFERTORY SUMMARY 

February 28, 2016        $4,600 

February total to date     $38,550 

February offertory budget      $36,189 

 

As always, thank you for your generous support of our 

parish.   

 

LAST LENTEN SOUP & 

BREAD SUPPER  

This Friday, March 11, we will 

have our fourth and last free 

Lenten Friday Soup & Bread 

Supper in the church hall starting 

at 6:00 PM. At 7:00 PM Margie 

Gallivan will give a personal Witness Talk, followed by 

small group discussions, then end with evening prayer 

in the church sanctuary. 

Please sign up in the church hallway for mak-

ing meatless soups.  Please bring your soup in a 

crock pot or large pot with a heating plate if you 

can. Please bring beverages. We’ll supply the 

breads, coffee, and tea. 

 

RECEPTION FOR FR. 

JOE PALACINO  

April 3rd!!!! 

Fr. Joe Palacino spent 21 years 

and a month serving the parish of 

St. Jerome as an associate pastor. Fr Joe gave of himself 

for us every one of those days. He visited the sick, com-

forted the grieving, helped the poor, worked on building pro-

jects here and in Appalachia. He was and is the model of 

what it is to be a good and faithful priest. We will honor him 

on Sunday, April 3

rd

, with Mass at 11am, followed by a re-

ception in the hall from 12 to 2pm. 

Here is what you need to now. We encourage peo-

ple to write cards to Fr. Joe telling him what he has meant to 

you. Bring your cards that day. If you choose you may read 

your card aloud to him at the reception, you may also attach 

your card to a wall so that everyone can see what you have 

written, or you may just give the card to him and no one will 

see what you have written. 

We are also accepting donations for a gift to him. 

Checks should be made out to the parish and in the memo 

put “gift for Fr. Joe.” The parish will also add to the gift. 

We are expecting a large crowd, the guest of honor 

is wonderful and the free food will be great. Don’t miss the 

day! Come and honor Fr. Joe!!!! 

 

  Feeling Lucky??  

All Saints Catholic School cash raffle 

tickets are available now.  Drawing on 

March 12th at the Norwalk Inn.  First 

prize is $12,000, second prize is $2,000 

and third prize is $1,000.  Tickets are 

available at the school office at All 

Saints 139 West Rocks Road.   

 

MONDAY, MARCH 7 

GUN SAFETY MEET-

ING, 7 PM  

As Fr. David said in 

his Random Thoughts, there will be a meeting tomor-

row, Monday, March 7 at 7:00 PM in the church hall 

both for those who attended the January 28th 

CONECT Winter Assembly, as well as those who 

want to learn more about CONECT and the very im-

portant work of community organizing. CONECT 

(Congregations Organized for a New Connecticut) is 

greatly involved in the "Do Not Stand Idly By" cam-

paign which is designed to use the government pur-

chase of guns to get the gun companies and the NRA 

to dialogue about both better policing of rogue deal-

ers, as well as promoting gun safety through smart 

gun technology. Come on March 7th to hear the reac-

tions of those who attended the January 28th Assem-

bly, the progress on policing and education, and the 

work of other congregation-based groups in Boston, 

New York, Baltimore, and Washington DC. 

HOW CAN WE HELP OUT?? 

FOOD DRIVE Thanks! 

 Our February food drive contri-

butions totaled 1,016 items, 450 

of which were sold as most 

needed items after Masses.  The Milk Fund Collec-

tion total was $113.  Each month, our parishioners 

continue to give generously to help feed our hungry 

families in Norwalk.  Your efforts are appreciated. 

 

Flint, Michigan Update 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR 

DONATIONS TO THE FUND 

FOR WATER FOR FLINT. 

Throughout the month of Feb-

ruary, St. Jerome donations 

totaled a stunning $557!  Amir Khan, Norwalk resi-

dent and coordinator of this project to purchase and 

drive bottled water to Flint on Feb. 26th, was over-

whelmed by St. Jerome's support!  Thank you!  

TWEETS OF THE WEEK 

 

 @Pontifex “Do not forget that the 

mercy of God is our shield and 

strength against injustice, destruction 

and oppression.” 

 

@BishopCaggiano “As Catholics, we form part 

of a living community whose diversity, scope and 

endurance through the ages is simply breathtak-

ing.” 



TOTAL meets tonight with rehearsal for the Four-

teen Steps which will be presented on Good Friday at 

8:00pm. All TOTAL teens are welcome to participate. 

Parents, we will need your help with food and props 

during the long rehearsals on March 13, 20, and on 

Good Friday. Please check your email for a link to 

sign up.  Water and soda are always welcome at the 

other rehearsals. Dads are needed to help with put-

ting away the props after the rehearsals at 8:45. 

• REACH—March 6— 

 Grades K-6 meet in the morning 

 Grades  7-8 meet in the evening 

• Up next——March 13— 

 Grades 1-6 meet in the morning 

 Grades  7-8 meet in the evening 

   

Last weekend, 24 teens from 

St. Jerome participated in the 

fight against world hunger by 

joining St. Philip and other surrounding parishes at the 30 

Hour Famine. They went without food for 30 hours to raise 

awareness and money for World Vision and Manna House. 

The kids participated in group activities, service projects 

around town, and prayer services. The event has raised 

$45,000 so far but we still need your help. Every day thou-

sands of children die of hunger but hunger is a problem that 

can be solved! Donate to the food pantry or make a dona-

tion to World Vision or Manna House! Please place all do-

nations in the 30 Hour Famine box in the hallway. 

We are so proud of all the 214 kids who partici-

pated in the 30 Hour Famine The students who participated 

from St. Jerome are Keegan Agostino, Shea Balducci, 

David Chuba, Cecilia Clyne, Julia Cunningham, Grace Fer-

rante, Antonia Gasparro, AJ Hall, Austin Hall, John Hogan, 

Joey Lusardo, Marissa Mastrianni, Kathleen McElaney, 

Sean Murawski, Matthew O’Callaghan, Riley Page, Sam 

Perrottelli, Luca Piacenza, Catherine Robinson, Patrick 

Ruther, Marysia Slowik, Kaitlin Uralowich, Laura Uzar, Erin 

Vallerie.  Thomas Lucas and Keegan Bidlack took part in 

the ‘micro-mini’ famine for 5

th

 graders. 

 

 

Save the date! MARCH 18  

PARISH FISH FEAST 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 

Tickets go on sale this week-

end after all the Masses for our 

Dinner buffet. There will be open 

seating in the church hall from 

5:30-7:30 PM. Adults, $12.00; children (12 and 

younger), FREE if accompanied by a paying adult. 

Strictly limited tickets will be available at the door on 

the evening of the Fish Feast.  

Menu: Cod piccata, Mediterranean fish bake, and lin-

guine and clam sauce for adults, fish sticks and mac & 

cheese for children, plus clam chowder, vegetables, 

roast potatoes, salad and bread, Fish Feast coffee 

cake, coffee, tea, iced tea, and lemonade. BYOB 

(Bring your own beer and wine).  

VOLUNTEERS are needed for hall set-up, simple 

food prep, food serving, and clean-up. Please sign up 

o n  t h e  h a l l w a y  b u l l e t i n  b o a r d .  

Eucharistic Ministers sign 

up’s currently underway for 

Holy Thursday, the Saturday 

evening Easter Vigil liturgy, and 

for the Easter Sunday Masses 

are located  in the sacristy. They 

list the number of ministers and needed for each lit-

urgy. Many are needed for the Easter Sunday 9:30 

AM and 11:00 AM.   

The St. Jerome Ladies Guild 

will  meet at 1:00 PM on March 

7th  in the Church Hall.  We 

would like “YOUNGER” 

women to come and express 

their desire to take over the 

Guild and keep it running—

otherwise the Guild will no 

longer be in existence.  Please 

give this consideration. 

LENTEN CROSS 

At the rear of the church, the 

large wooden Cross hung with 

colored tags is a way our parish 

can participate in prayer and giv-

ing of ourselves during Lent. The 

blue tags are Donation tags and 

go to benefit four agencies: Malta House (young, 

low-income, unmarried pregnant women), Manna 

House (the Norwalk soup kitchen), AmeriKids 

(children with HIV/AIDS), and Notre Dame 

Convalescent Care Center residents. Purple tags 

on the Cross are Prayer Requests, pink tags are 

selected Acts of Kindness ideas, off-white tags are 

Acts of Prayer suggestions, and yellow tags are 

40 Ideas for Lent. You may take one or more tags 

at any time during Lent and complete the action 

on the tag. The Cross is refilled with tags through-

out Lent, so please take a tag or two each week.  

Thank you for your continued prayers, kind-

nesses, and generosity! 


