
 

ST. JEROME CHURCH 

23 Half Mile Road  Norwalk, CT 06851   ~  203-847-5349 



TWENTY-FIRST SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME AUGUST 21, 2016 

 

 

SABBATH MASSES 

Saturday 4:00 PM E.S.T. & 4:30 PM D.S.T. 

Sunday  8:00 AM 

 9:15 AM  Young Children's Mass  

             11:00 AM   

 6:00 PM  Teen Mass 

 

DAYS OF OBLIGATION 

Vigil   7:00 PM  

Holy Day  9:00 AM, 7:00 PM 

 

WEEKDAY MASSES 

Mon-Sat  9:00 AM 

 

HOW TO FIND US…… 

Parish Website:  

www.stjeromenorwalk.org 

 

Parish Email:  norwalkstjerome@cs.com 

 

REACH email:  reachstjerome@optonline.net 

 

Parish Facebook:  

St. Jerome Norwalk 

 

REACH & TOTAL Facebook:  

 REACH St.Jerome 

 

 

Parish Twitter:  @StJeromeNorwalk 

 

REACH & TOTAL Twitter: 

@REACHstjerome 

 

PASTORAL STAFF 

203-847-5349 

Rev. David Blanchfield, Pastor 

Rev. Rojin Zacharias K.M., Parochial Vicar 

Rev. Michael Hoag, S.J., Weekend Assistant 

Deacon Dean Finch • 203-847-6397 

deacon.dean.finch@gmail.com 

 

PARISH OFFICE 

203-847-5349 

Mrs. Pat Florio, Secretary   

Office Hours, Mon-Fri 9:00 AM - 3:00 PM 

 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION (REACH)   

203-846-2111 

Mrs. Kathy Coyne, DRE 

Mrs. Anne Groener 

Mrs. Natalie Raduazzo   

Mrs. Kathy Rohr 

 

YOUTH MINISTRY (TOTAL) 

Joe and Daniela OʼCallaghan   

203-847-0321 

jocallaghan@optonline.net  

danielaoc@optonline.net 

 

MUSIC MINISTRY 

203-847-5349 

Mr. Donald Nelson   

Mrs. Joan McFarland   

 

PARISH COUNCIL CHAIRPERSON 

Robert Yap • 203-246-7447 

 

FINANCE COUNCIL 

Jerry Holdridge • 203-966-3658 

 

ALL SAINTS CATHOLIC SCHOOL  

203-847-3881    Pre K—Grade 8 

139 West Rocks Road 

Norwalk, CT 06851 

Mrs. Linda Dunn, Principal 

 

FAITH DIRECT—ONLINE GIVING 

866-507-8757 www.faithdirect.net 

Sign up using our church code: CT46, or 

by mailing a paper enrollment form available in 

the parish office.  Also available on our website at 

www.stjeromenorwalk.org/Faith-Direct-

enrollment.pdf 

MISSION STATEMENT 

We the people of St. Jerome Parish, a 

Roman Catholic community, proclaim 

our belief in the message and mission of 

Jesus Christ.  As disciples of Jesus we 

are called to proclaim the Kingdom of 

God and to work for its values in the lo-

cal community and beyond.  We are 

committed to:  worship, religious educa-

tion, shared faith and service.  We wel-

come all people with respect, accep-

tance and support. 

Parish Staff 



Altar Flowers 

8/21—in the memory of Mary C Sullivan and 

family, given by Maureen Sullivan Faulkner.  

 

Altar Flowers may be memorialized for a donation 

of $50.  Please call the Parish Office several 

months prior to your desired date. 

 

Adoration & Silent Prayer  

Every day between 4:00PM and 5:00PM.  

 

Contemplative Prayer  

Wednesday evening at 7:00 PM.  

Come spend some quiet time with the Lord. 

 

Widows’ Support Group 

Meets at 9:30AM on the second Thursday of the 

month in the Kevin Eidt Youth Room. 

 

Perpetual Novena   

Our Lady of the Miraculous Medal takes place 

each Monday following morning Mass 

 

Rosary & Divine Mercy Prayers 

Monday through Saturday after daily Mass 

 

Baptisms Every fourth Sunday at 12:15.  

Please call the parish office to schedule.  

 

Required Pre-Baptism Please contact  

Deacon Dean Finch at 203-246-3501 to arrange. 

Class is required for the first child baptized at  

St. Jerome. 

 

Reconciliation  One hour before vigil on 

Saturday.  Also Anytime by appointment. 

 

Marriages  Please contact the Rectory at least 

six months in advance. 

 

Anointing of the Sick  takes place on the first 

Wednesday of each month, immediately following the 

9:00 AM Mass,  in the sanctuary.  Anyone with an 

ongoing medical condition or who is seriously ill, 

anticipating a medical procedure or operation, is 

welcome to come. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

8/20 9:00 am For all Veterans   

    

VIGIL FOR SUNDAY 

 4:30 pm  Howard Christensen 

   (Jeff & Karen Christensen) 

 

TWENTY-FIRST SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

8/21 8:00 am Lee Sposito    

   (Pat Chocas) 

  

 9:15 am           Nilda Canevari 

   (Orlando Family) 

  

 11:00 am Mary Kuczo  

   (Phil & Pat Florio) 

  

 6:00 pm           Michael Carella 

   (Family) 

 

8/22 9:00 am        Giuseppi Giglio (19th Anniv) 

   (Wife & Family)  

    

8/23 9:00 am For the Parish  

        

8/24 9:00 am Claire Budnik 

   (Helen & Maureen Jansen) 

   

8/25 9:00 am RoseMarie Lepore 

  

8/26 9:00 am For our service men  

   and women  

   

8/27 9:00 am For our school teachers  

    

       

VIGIL FOR SUNDAY 

 4:30 pm  Joseph Vento 

   (Dom Vento & Family)  

 

TWENTY-SECOND SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

8/28 8:00 am Eileen Kennedy 

   (Son, Brian)  

  

 9:15 am           Kelly Devine 

   (Pat & Frank Hauptman) 

  

 11:00 am Robert Pelletier  

   (Wife & Family)  

  

 6:00 pm           Kathleen Wagner 

   (Vetter Family)  

    

 

   

   



 

 

 

 

Having spent three Sundays at 7am Masses in churches in Maine and Cape Cod I am back at St. Jerome. I promised a 

column on what it is to preside at Mass and having done so at two of our Masses last Sunday, the 9:15 and 11, let me 

keep my promise. 

 

First, how good it is to be home. I was able to leave the parish behind for three and a half weeks and psychologically 

could have stayed away another three weeks but it is good to be home and this is home. 

 

On Sunday I did the welcome and “warm up” at the 8 and then presided at the next two. What I experienced was a deep 

sense of being connected to this community. What a presider is supposed to do is to lead the process of gathering those 

attending into the community that comes together to open the Scriptures of the day and then break the bread, that is enter 

into the meal of sacrifice that we call the Eucharist. To do my job I need first to have entered those Scriptures myself to 

see where they call me. In the homily I am to open up those same Scriptures so that everyone in the congregation can see 

where they speak to him or her. It is very, very difficult to do this and most priests, myself included, will tell you how 

inadequate he feels to the task. 

 

You will notice that most Sundays I give a brief introduction before the lector proclaims them. I do this because it is of-

ten hard to understand the context of the reading. At most Sunday Masses the first reading and Gospel are chosen to 

shed light on each other. In my introduction I want you to see that connection before you listen. Here at St. Jerome our 

lectors are well trained and we want you to listen to them. In that process of speaking and listening there is room for the 

Holy Spirit to work to enter your imagination and heart. When you have the Scriptures in front of you the tendency is to 

speed read to “get the Point” rather than to listen. 

 

As a presider I too listen, and during the week although I have looked at the readings before Mass, my homily almost 

always comes out of that listening. Sometimes I wish I had the courage to do that on Sundays as well. I don’t and for all 

our sakes that is a good thing. 

 

As we enter into the second part of Mass, the liturgy of the Eucharist my focus then becomes praying the Eucharistic 

prayer. When first ordained I sought novelty. I wanted many, many prayers to choose from, the more creative and poeti-

cal the better. But having been a priest since 1982 I find myself praying them and loving the familiarity. I have three or 

four I especially love and as I pray them publicly I often enter into the experience underneath the words. When that hap-

pens it is a profound experience of the divine.  

 

When it is time to give out communion I learn Sunday after Sunday how important it is for me to celebrate and lead 

Eucharist in a community that I know well. As people whose stories I know come to receive the Lord I see him in them, 

another profound experience. 

 

This past Sunday as I presided at the first Mass in three and a half weeks, I said to myself, there is nothing in life I would 

rather do. As I say to you week after week, when we gather for Sunday Eucharist it’s Jesus who Is present within us 

around us and among us. It is Jesus who offers this prayer of praise and thanksgiving to His Father and Our Father. Each 

of us has a role in this great prayer and it is my great privilege to so often be the presider at Masses at St. Jerome. 

THIS WEEK AT ST. JEROME…….  

 

   Sunday  8/21  

   Monday 8/22 Women’s Scripture & Prayer 9:30 AM 

   Tuesday 8/23                     

   Wednesday 8/24 Contemplative Prayer 7:00 PM 

      Women’s Scripture & Prayer 7:30 PM 

   Thursday 8/25  

   Friday  8/26  

   Saturday      8/27 Men’s Ministry 7:00 AM 



   

WEEKLY OFFERTORY SUMMARY 

August 14, 2016              $4,227 

Faith Direct for August     $17,049 

August total to date      $29,489 

August offertory budget      $46,725 

 

As always, thank you for your generous support of our 

parish.   

 

Parish Office Hours  for this week - 

 August 22-23 9:00 AM—3 PM 

August 24-26 9:00 AM—noon 

 

Food Drive 8/27-28 

As we turn towards Summer fad-

ing and school starting, let's re-

member the needs of our Nor-

walk families whose worry about 

affording food continues through 

all seasons.  Our food drive next weekend will benefit 

all who rely on two local food pantries, Person-2-

Person and Mid-Fairfield AIDS Project.   The most 

needed items this month include:  cereal, oatmeal, 

jelly (other than grape), pasta sauce, crackers, and 

condiments.   Social Concerns Committee members will 

be available after each Mass to collect a $5.00 donation 

for the purchase of these items.  Thank you very much 

for your generous help feeding our neighbors.   

 

 

 

Can’t find your checkbook or envelope Sunday 

morning? Join the parishioners who are already 

using Faith Direct for automated giving. It is se-

cure, convenient and Faith Direct will provide you 

an offertory card to place in the basket during the 

collections. There is no cost to you, and the pro-

gram provides a great benefit to our parish. Sign 

up today by visiting www.faithdirect.net, our 

parish code is CT46. 

**MONDAY IS THE LAST DAY** 

Your donations are ap-

preciated! 

 

  SCHOOL SUPPLY 

DRIVE 

It’s almost time for St 

Jerome’s annual School 

Supply drive to benefit Norwalk Elementary and 

Middle School children who participate in The 

Carver Center’s after-school programs.  This 

year's collection will begin on August 13th and 

run thru August 22nd.  We are letting you know 

now since the sales are starting!!! 

Marked donation boxes will be in the church hall-

way.  Here are suggestions for most used items: 

     #2 Pencils, Blue or Black ink erasable pens  

     for 5th graders, loose leaf & graphing paper,  

     pencil sharpeners, erasers, 3 hole pocket  

     folders, 1, 2, & 3 subject notebooks, rulers, 

     composition notebooks, glue sticks, high 

     lighters, crayons (Crayola non-toxic), colored 

  pencils and markers and Sharpie markers. 

 

Get the St. Jerome MOBILE APP –  

available for both iOS and Android. 

Visit our new, enhanced 

w e b s i t e 

www.stjeromenorwalk.org 

and click on "Download Our 

New App for iOS and An-

droid."  

Get access to Mass Sched-

ules, blog postings, and more right on your 

smartphone or tablet! This app will deliver 

timely news updates, important notifications, 

information on activities, and handy links to 

connect with the parish website and church 

office.  

TWEETS OF THE WEEK 

 

@Pontifex “May people see the Gos-

pel in our lives: in our generous and 

faithful love for Chris and our brothers and sisters.” 

 

@JamesMartinSJ  “Gospel: Jesus says it’s hard 

for the rich to get into heaven? Why? There’s usu-

ally a lot standing between them and God. They 

need to divest”  

Fr. Mike’s Book Club News…… 

The selections for the book club September—

January are hanging in the folder in the church 

hallway.  Please note the NEW TIME for the 

meetings are the scheduled  

Thursdays at 4:00 PM!! 



SAFE ENVIRONMENTS 

******IMPORTANT ******  

All volunteers 18 years and over must be in 

compliance with the diocesan mandate.     

P l e a s e  s e e  t h e  V I R T U S  w e b s i t e 

(www.virtusonline.org) click “registration”, click 

“view a list of sessions”, search ‘Bridgeport, CT 

(Diocese)”. 

Some upcoming training dates: 

Catholic Center (Bpt) 8/23—1:00 PM 

New Covenant House (Stamford) 8/24—6:00 PM 

St. Rose (Newtown) 9/12—6:00 PM 

 

Caregiver Workshops 

 

The stress and exhaustion of caring for a loved one 

can be overwhelming and caregivers need help and 

information. If you are caring for a family member or 

loved one who is ill, you are invited to participate in 

any of all of these Caregiver workshops. 

 

Wednesday, August 24 3:00—4:00PM  

Legal Issues in Caregiving—Understanding the 

legal issues involved in 

caring for a loved one 

including advance di-

rectives, wills, power of 

attorney, obtaining as-

sistance from federal 

and state agencies and 

more. 

 

Visiting Nurse & Hospice of Fairfield County 

At Health & Wellness Center at I-Park (Suite 114, 

Entrance E), 761 Main Avenue. 

 

These workshops are free of charge and open to the 

public. For more info call Melody Matheny-Orpen, 

RN 203-762-8958, ext 312. 

 

Seeking adoptive parent for 

3 large orchid plants that 

want love, care and atten-

tion. Looking for someone 

to care for them until they 

are in full bloom and can 

once again adorn our altar. 

Interested? Contact Sr. 

Agnes at 203.762.4121. If 

you don’t get Sr., leave  your name and 

phone number. 

REACH classes will 

start on Sunday, Sep-

tember 18th. Look 

for an email at the 

end of August for in-

formation on the upcoming school 

year! 

     If you still need to register for classes, please 

do so ASAP as we need to order materials. You 

can print a form from the parish website or contact 

the REACH office to obtain a form. You can reach 

the office at reachstjerome@optonline.net or 203

-846- 2111. 

 

 

 

 

�

�������	��
���
��������������	
������������������

�

��

���	����	������������	�����������������������	�����


������� !�"��#�$�������
������%��	�������
��#�	���	%	��&

	'���	
�
���(
!�)��������'��
��������
���'$���
���'�	���

���
�����$�����	���	#!����	����$'��
�	������
��������&


�	
���������'#��������*���
�����������(�
��'����+��

���
�	
�����	%��#�$�������,�����
	�
�������	
���!��

�����������
���������������'�����(�
��'����+�	�
���


���-.���/	��0����	���1����$������/	���	���
���������

�����
��
���2�%���3��
�4�$
��5����
��������	
����

�	%���	���������
����#�	�!�6���������
��'�����	�������!�

�����������

��

���������&����($��	#��(�
��'�����

��

��

���������	%��	�����	��'��������	�����
���$�
��������$��

�������	
�����	����	
���	
�
���-.���/	��!�6���������


���-.���/	����
����������'��	��	��	
��#��������	
����

���
��������	������������������	����
����	��
���	��

���	����	����������	�������7�������'������$������
�����&

8$������
��	�����	�	
����������	�#�����#�$��������
��

�����%���������	
�������
���6	���������9!�"
����%��#�����&


	�
�
�	
�#�$�	

����
���/	���	���
������
�������
�	
�


���(
!�)����������$��
#��	�����������$���������	&


�����	����	
��!�

� 

 


