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Norwalk High Wall of Honor: Julie Ellen Coyne
The Hour, Norwalk, CT
September 9, 2011

NORWALK -- When Julie Ellen Coyne of East Norwalk went to Guatemala in 1994 to
immerse herself in Spanish, she had no idea that her future would evolve in that
Central American nation.
But 17 years later, the Norwalk High School graduate with the Class of 1985 can take
satisfaction for having provided hundreds of poor children in Quetzaltenango (City of
the National Bird) a quality life through her Education and Hope program.
That altruistic endeavor has gained her selection to the Norwalk High School Alumni
Association Wall of Honor.
She will be installed with four others at 3 p.m. Sunday during the annual Wall of
Honor dinner in the Norwalk Inn & Conference Center. Reservations may be made at
$60 each for tickets at the door by calling Heidi Schreiner Godleski at (203) 84371856.
"I feel incredibly honored," Coyne said this week. "This has come as a complete
surprise."
The National Honor Society graduate with the Class of 1985 was president of her
junior class and active in student government while performing with the swim team
and chorus.
"I loved high school and believe it gave me a very solid base."
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She had taken a bachelor's degree in religion and women's studies from Wake Forest
University, but hadn't zeroed in on a permanent occupation other than developing a
penchant for teaching.
"I had been seeking a job in the far northwest when a less than adequate command of
Spanish kept me from landing a position with Teach for America. That's when I
decided to go to Guatemala and immerse myself in the language," she explained.
"I kept busy with volunteer social work there while studying, eventually tutoring and
finally taking responsibility for a young boy whose response to my encouragement
made me realize that I could make a difference."
Three years into her stay a friend collected $20,000 for her support and she expanded
her influence with more children and eventually a small staff of part-time teachers.
This inspired her to move even further by creating a 501C3 non-profit corporation
which enabled her to come back to the U.S. periodically for fundraising.
"We have 200 students now in K through 12 grades," she said. "Every afternoon they
come to a building we've purchased where they are fed and tutored after their formal
schooling in a variety of institutions. We watch their nutrition and health, but they go
back to their own homes every night. Many shower at our facility because they have
no running water at home."
The Education and Hope program now has 46 mostly part-time workers including 13
teachers and an annual budget of $550,000. A very high 89.5 percent of donations
goes directly to student services.
"We provide scholarships to moderately priced, privately run schools where the fees
can be as low as $15 per month and where our students benefit from a more
structured uniformed environment and a higher quality education than most of the
population."
Coyne's next dream involves purchase of an adjoining property where she could add
vocational training and sewing instruction and a wellness clinic. Those interested can
find her at http://www.educationandhope.org.
A native of Torrington, but a Norwalker since age three, Coyne is the oldest of seven
children raised by Gene and Katherine Flynn Coyne on Marvin Street. Her father is a
salesman for Trans-Lux Inc., while her mother is religion education director at St.
Jerome Church. Her parents met while attending Stonehill College. Two sisters are
teachers and a third a social worker. A brother is a registered nurse in Bridgeport and
another is in the film business in Los Angeles. Mrs. Coyne is the daughter of the late
Ted Flynn, longtime proprietor of a restaurant under his name on Main Avenue where
the Dry Dock Restaurant is now. Julie Coyne has been married since 2008 to Gordon
Lagerbom of Framingham, Mass., a master cabinet maker.

