
St. Jerome Church             
23 Half Mile Road  Norwalk, CT 06851    

203-847-5349 



SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT DECEMBER 8, 2019 

SABBATH MASSES 

Saturday 4:00 PM  

Sunday  8:00 AM 

 9:15 AM  Family Mass  

             11:00 AM   

 6:00 PM  (September—June) 
 

DAYS OF OBLIGATION 

Holy Day   9:00 AM, 7:00 PM 
 

WEEKDAY MASSES 

Mon-Fri  9:00 AM 
 

HOW TO FIND US... 

Parish Website: www.stjeromenorwalk.org 

Parish Email:  office@stjeromenorwalk.org 

REACH email:  reach@stjeromenorwalk.org 

TOTAL email: total @stjeromenorwalk.org 

Bulletin/Social Media: 

communications@stjeromenorwalk.org 

Fr. Rojin: frrojin@stjeromenorwalk.org 

Fr. David: frdavid@stjeromenorwalk.org 
 

Parish Facebook: stjeromenorwalk 
REACH & TOTAL Facebook:  
              REACH.TOTAL.stjerome  
 

Parish Twitter:  @StJeromeNorwalk 
REACH & TOTAL Twitter:   
        @REACHstjerome 
 
 

Instagram:  stjeromenorwalk 
 

 

PASTORAL STAFF ~ 203-847-5349 

Rev. Rojin Karickal, Pastor 

Rev. David Blanchfield, In-Residence 

Rev. Michael Hoag, S.J., Weekend Assistant  
 

PARISH OFFICE ~ 203-847-5349 

Office Hours, Mon-Fri 9:00 AM—1 PM 

Summer Hours Mon—Fri 9:00 AM—12 Noon 

office@stjeromenorwalk.org  

Kathy Coyne, Parish Ministries Coordinator 

Natalie Raduazzo, Administrative Assistant  

Kathy Rohr, Administrative Assistant 
 

BULLETIN/SOCIAL MEDIA 

Kathy Rohr 

communications@stjeromenorwalk.org 
 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION  

REACH  

reach@stjeromenorwalk.org 

TOTAL Joe and Daniela OʼCallaghan 

Youth Ministers   

203-847-0321 

total@stjeromenorwalk.org 
 

MUSIC MINISTRY 

Tom Sullivan • 203-847-5349 
 

PASTORAL COUNCIL CHAIRPERSON 

Nicole Tobin • 203- 856-6436  
                         ndtobin@yahoo.com  
 

FINANCE COUNCIL 

Bill Sweeney • bill@sweeney.net 
 

ALL SAINTS CATHOLIC SCHOOL  

203-847-3881    Pre K—Grade 8 

139 West Rocks Road 

Norwalk, CT 06851 

Linda Dunn, Principal 
 

FAITH DIRECT—ONLINE GIVING 

866-507-8757 www.faithdirect.net 

Sign up using our church code: CT46 or visit  our 

website at www.stjeromenorwalk.org/Faith-Direct-

enrollment.pdf 

MISSION STATEMENT 
We the people of St. Jerome Parish, a Ro-
man Catholic community, proclaim our be-
lief in the message and mission of Jesus 
Christ.  As disciples of Jesus we are called 
to proclaim the Kingdom of God and to 
work for its values in the local community 
and beyond.  We are committed to wor-
ship, religious education, shared faith, and 
service.  We welcome all people with re-
spect, acceptance and support. 

Parish Staff 



Altar Flowers 

Altar Flowers may be memorialized for a donation of 

$50. Please call the Parish Office several months prior 

to your desired date. 
 

Adoration & Silent Prayer  

Every day between 4:00PM and 5:00PM.  
 

Contemplative Prayer  

Wednesday evening at 7:00 PM.  

Come spend some quiet time with the Lord. 
 

Perpetual Novena   

Our Lady of the Miraculous Medal takes place each 

Monday following morning Mass 
 

Rosary & Divine Mercy Prayers 

Monday through Friday after daily Mass 
 

Baptisms  

Please call the parish office during regular office hours 

to schedule.  
 

Required Pre-Baptism    

Class at 7PM third Tuesday of the month.  Please 

register ahead of time by calling the office. 
 

Reconciliation   

One hour before vigil on Saturday.  Also any time by 

appointment. 
 

Marriages   

Please contact the parish office at least six months in 

advance. 
 

Anointing of the Sick   

First Wednesday of each month, immediately 

following the 9:00 AM Mass,  in the sanctuary.  

Anyone who has a chronic medical condition,  who is 

seriously ill, or who is anticipating a medical procedure 

or operation, is welcome to come. 
 

Gluten Free Hosts  

If you require a gluten free host, please see the 

officiating priest before Mass.  
 

Bringing up the Gifts at Mass  

If the Mass intention has been requested by you or for 

your loved ones, and you would like to bring up the 

Gifts at the Offertory, please let the ushers know that 

you are present and would like to bring up the gifts.    
 

Widows’ Support Group 

If interested please contact the office. 
 

Sanctuary Candle 

Our sanctuary candle may be memorialized for a 
week. Suggested donation $25.  Please contact the 
office to reserve your date.   
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
VIGIL FOR SUNDAY 
12/7 4:00 pm  Gary Allegretta 
   (Rosalind Serna) 
 
SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
12/8 8:00 am Suzanne Hilson 
   (Roy Hilson) 
  

           9:15 am         Ileane Glica 
   (Chuba family) 
    

 11:00 am Helen Loch 
   (Musial family) 
 

 2:00 pm CONFIRMATION 
 

 6:00 pm Theresa & Joseph Bruno 
   (Carmela Bruno) 
  
12/9    9:00 am Madeline Moss 
  (Nancy Yap) 
                                 

12/10 9:00 am Nellie O’Reilly 
             (Celine & Jarlath Carbin) 

  

12/11 9:00 am Sean Sullivan  
            (family) 
 

12/12 9:00 am Nelda Drewer 
   (Penny Lazarides) 
    

12/13 9:00 am Michael So 
   (Cortez family) 
        
VIGIL FOR SUNDAY 
12/14 4:00 pm  James Ferrone 
    
THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
12/15 8:00 am Carmela & Gaetano Palumbo 
   Guiseppe Giglio 
   (Anna Marie Giglio) 
  

           9:15 am         Mary Devine 
   (family) 
    

 11:00 am Angela Ferrone 
    

 6:00 pm Antoinette Salas 
   (Chimento family) 

ALTAR FLOWERS 
We currently have many  

available weekends  
to memorialize the  

altar flowers   
for a loved one.   

Contact the parish office. 



THIS WEEK AT ST. JEROME…… 
 Sunday   12/8 REACH Grades 1-8 - 9:15 Mass & Class 
       Confirmation 2:00 PM     
   Monday  12/9 Women’s Scripture 9:30 AM 
   Tuesday  12/10 Parish Council Meeting 7:00 PM 
   Wednesday  12/11 Women’s Scripture 7:30 PM 
   Thursday  12/12  
   Friday   12/13  
 Saturday       12/14 Men’s Group 7:00 AM  
 Sunday   12/15 REACH Grades 1-8 - 9:15 Mass & Class 
     First Pageant Rehearsal 11:15 AM (Hall) 
     TOTAL—6:00 PM Mass and after 

We are continuing our Advent journey. At the beginning of the new liturgical year, Pope Francis took a mo-
ment ahead of the traditional Marian prayer to comment on how the Advent season reminds us that Jesus 
constantly enters our lives. He said the certainty that Jesus will return at the end of time urges us to look to 
the future with confidence and hope. Jesus urges us to “stay awake” for His coming. The image of staying 
awake does not always mean keeping one’s eyes literally open, said Pope Francis, but means having 
one’s heart “free and oriented in the right direction” by offering ourselves for the benefit of others in 
service. “The sleep from which we must awake is created by indifference, by vanity, and by the inability to 
establish genuinely human relationships and to take care of our brothers and sisters who find themselves 
alone, abandoned, or ill.” The Pope said our expectant waiting for Jesus requires vigilance in the form of 
“marveling at God’s action and at His surprises.” Vigilance, he continued, means “paying attention to our 
neighbor in difficulty and allowing their need to draw us in, without waiting for him or her to ask us for 
help.” Finally, Pope Francis asked the Virgin Mary for her guidance along the Advent journey. “May Mary, 
the vigilant Virgin and Mother of hope,” he said, help us “to turn our gaze towards the ‘mountain of the 
Lord’, the image of Jesus Christ, who draws all people to Himself.” 
Our shepherd, Bishop Caggiano, exhorted everyone to prepare for Christmas. As we move through this 
holy season of Advent and seek to prepare ourselves for Christmas, we may wish to consider adopting a 
particular spiritual practice that can prepare our minds and hearts for the coming holy days of the Lord’s 
Birth. My experience has been that these days become ever more hectic as we approach Christmas. 
There are many competing obligations that demand our time and attention. As a result, if we are not inten-
tional in making time to prepare, we will find ourselves, before we know it, on the threshold of Christmas, 
having lost a great opportunity to prepare ourselves to receive the only gift of Christmas that matters- the 
Lord Himself. So, let us make a due preparation for the upcoming Christmas. At St. Jerome, we have sev-
eral opportunities to prepare ourselves for Christmas. Finding time for prayers by using the various leaflets 
placed on our tables and participating in different charitable opportunities such as our Giving Tree. Let us 
make sure that we are ready this Christmas! 
Once again, we would like to remind everyone our SNOW POLICY especially for weekdays. We will not 
have morning Mass when the Norwalk Schools are closed. We request everyone not to come when there 
is snow falling at the time of Mass (9 am). When the schools are delayed, we request you to use your best 
judgement. In short, the moral of the story is all should be safe! Let me conclude this column by reminding 
you to pray for our 31 teenagers who will receive the sacrament of Confirmation this afternoon. Let us con-
gratulate them for their readiness to receive the sacrament. May they be always connected with the Divine 
in the course of their life journey. Let us assist them all with our heartfelt prayers.   
Yours lovingly – Fr. Rojin  



 WEEKLY OFFERTORY SUMMARY 

November 24, 2019            $3,999 

November (not including 11/24)                    $34,336 

November Budget        34,000 

Campaign for Human Development        $556 

December 1, 2019                        $5,160.50 

December Budget (including Christmas)    $72,000 

Thank you for your support of our parish.  
 

FOOD DRIVE  
NEXT WEEKEND  

DECEMBER 14 & 15  
Please join in our Advent 
spirit and remember to do-

nate food for our hungry neighbors.  The three 
local food pantries we support have listed as most 
needed items:   

Canned fruit 
Spaghetti 

Cereals/Oatmeal 
Hearty Soups  

Tuna fish 
Milk Fund Collection boxes will be located at 
Church exits.  After each Mass, volunteers will be 
accepting cash donations to purchase the most 
needed items. 
Thank you for brightening the holidays for our 
Norwalk families who struggle to put food on their 
tables.   

We pray for those 
who bravely serve 
our country. God 
bless them and their 
families. Our service 
people include: 

LT Jeffrey Bari, USN  
PFC Devon Barker, United States Army 

Sgt. Andrew Chimento, United States Army  
SSgt. Jason Kulik, United States Army 

SSgt. Cameron Prescott, USAF 
Pvt. Patrick Ruther, CTARNG 

SSG Hendrik P. Sorensen, ARNG 
ABH3 Lauren A. Sorensen, USN 
LCpl. Jack H. Whitney,  USMC 

 
 

ALL VOLUNTEERS MUST COMPLETE  
VIRTUS TRAINING!!   

SAFE ENVIRONMENTS 
All volunteers 18 years and over must be in 
compliance with the diocesan mandate.     
Please see the VIRTUS website 
(www.virtusonline.org) click “First-time registrant”, 
click “view a list of sessions”, search ‘Bridgeport, 
CT (Diocese)”. The website has a complete list-
ing of training. 
Some upcoming training dates: 
Greenwich Catholic School  - 12/10 @ 10 AM 
New Covenant Center (Stamford) 12/11 6:00 PM 

TWEETS OF THE WEEK 
@Pontifex “The word #Advent means 
coming. The Lord is coming. This is the 
root of our hope: the certainty that God’s 
consolation comes to us amidst the trou-

bles of the world. Not a consolation of words, but His 
presence among us.” 
@BishopCaggiano “Will we recognize Christ’s com-
ing in our midst today? Do we see Him with our eyes 
of faith each day? Does He come before us and we 
do not see Him? If so, in this season of #Advent, let 
us pray for the grace to adjust our spiritual sight so 
that we do not miss His coming.” 
 
@JamesMartin,SJ “Gospel: “So too, you also must 
be prepared, for at an hour you do not expect, the 
Son of Man will come.” #Advent is about hope, wait-
ing and expectation. Can you prepare your heart to 
receive Christ in a new way this Advent and Christ-
mas? Can you search for him in new places?” 

ST. JEROME  
GIVING TREE 

PROJECT  
INFORMATION 

Giving Tree Tags are availa-
ble. There will be gift tags for 

Julie's Kids in Guatemala in her Education and 
Hope program. Each tag for Julie’s Kids in Gua-
temala asks for either a fleece or a pair of jeans. 
There will also be tags requesting a fleece for 
the Guatemalan women who help with the pro-
gram. 
The Toy Gifts Tags for Al’s Angels provide 
toys and gifts to children (10 & under) in the tri-
state area, those who are battling cancer, rare 
blood disease and severe financial hardship. 
Last year, Al's Angels gave toys and gifts to over 
15,000 children. 
GIFT RETURN INSTRUCTIONS: 
All gifts should be returned unwrapped with tags 
attached. 
Please place Julie’s kids gifts under the tree. 
Please place Al’s Angels gifts in the box in the 
hallway. 
Thank you for your generosity!! 

If the Norwalk Public Schools are closed, we will not 
have Mass that morning.  If the schools are delayed, 
we ask you to use your best judgement.  We are in 
winter weather season!! 

http://www.virtusonline.org


 

Today, Sunday,  December 8  
Grades 1-8 meet at 9:15 followed by class 
 

Next Sunday—December 15 
Grades 1-8 meet at 9:15 followed by class 

 
CHRISTMAS  

PAGEANT 2019 
Save the Date—The St. Je-
rome Christmas Pageant takes 
place at 6:00PM Mass on 
Christmas Eve. All children age 

4 and up are invited to be angels and shepherds. 
Rehearsals will be held as follows 
• Dec. 15 at 11:15 in the Hall.  
• Dec 22 at noon start upstairs and move to  
   Church—this is our ONLY Full Rehearsal. 

 
Malta House is an independ-
ent nonprofit organization that 
serves pregnant mothers by 
giving them a stable home, in-
dependent living skills, and the 

opportunity to build a better future. Your support 
provides babies a safe and loving start, gives ed-
ucational and employment opportunities to young 
mothers, and strengthens our community.   
For more information, to hear about our volunteer 
positions, or to schedule a tour, please contact 
Natalie Schanne at nschanne@maltahouse.org   
or visit www.maltahouse.org. 
 

  

On November 23 and 24, the TOTAL teens and team 
participated in the 7th annual NIGHT IN A BOX, home-
lessness awareness project. 38 teens spent the day 
serving others. They raked leaves, cleaned the church 
and school building at St. Jerome, and organized the 
50 boxes of donated food in the food pantry at the 
Open Door Shelter. Corky and Jill Stewwart spoke to 
the teens about the shelter’s mission and what we can 
do to support that mission. The teens also ate a simple 
soup kitchen supper and planned on spending the night 
in cardboard shelters they constructed after a prayer 
service where the kids thought about what they could 
do to help others. The teens said they could be a better 
friend, volunteer more, love others, show compassion, 
contribute, and be helpful. Sometimes we have to walk 
a little bit in someone else's shoes to really appreciate 
how blessed we are. Please take a look at the bulletin 
board in the hallway to see the teens responses to “I 
Can…”. 
The teens who participated this year are Christian An-
tunes, Keegan Bidlack, Nicolas Bruni, Lexi Butler, Tyler 
Cappadona, Shane Carbin, Kieran Carbin, Olivia 
D’Elia, Paige DeNardo, Daniella DiBlasio, Bobby DiPal-
ma, Spencer Flaherty, Antonia Gasparro, Erin Getty, 
Olivia Guaglione, Sara Guaglione, Caleb Jacobson, 
Hunter Jacobson, Shannon Kulangara, Jason LaRo-
chelle, Thomas Lucas, Chase Meyer, AJ Monteiro, 
Francis Norris0-Oliva, Tomas Norris-Oliva, Matthew 
O’Callaghan, Naomi Ogiba, Marcos Pena, Mia Piacen-
za, Aidan Riina, Sara Roach, Matthew Scarpelli, Zofia 
Slowik, Will Sullivan, Jeremy Taylor, Marco Tullio, Nico 
Tullio, Ethan Vallerie, Bianca Velez, Vincent Velez 
A huge THANK YOU goes out to the adults who helped 
during the event: Emma Turchick, Tory and Matt Han-

dler, Joe Balestriere, Laura Gibson, Cathy Mulford, 
Monica Harrington, Dick Maiberger, Beth and Pat Ol-
son, Bridget Bidlack, Celine Carbin,  Anne Marie D’Elia, 
John and Yvonne Flaherty, Diana and John Guaglione, 
Kate and Nigel Lucas, Susan Norris-Oliva, Kathy Rohr, 
Renato Tullio and most especially to Dianne Turchick. 
Dianne brought the idea of NIGHT IN A BOX to us sev-
en years ago and we are thankful for her vision and 
leadership on this project. 
Please remember the Open Door Shelter this Christ-
mas Season and donate to help the homeless in our 
neighborhood. Monetary donations and new items for 
those moving into a new apartment can be dropped off 
at St. Jerome or to the Open Door Shelter at 4 Merritt 
Street, South Norwalk, CT 06854. Please make checks 
payable to the Open Door Shelter.  

NEW PAGEANT 
LEADERS  
NEEDED!! 

We are looking for some 
new volunteers  to work 

on our Children’s Nativity Pageant.   We currently 
hold two short rehearsals on 12/15 and 12/22 af-
ter the morning mass.  Our pageant takes place 
as a Gospel reenactment at the 6:00 PM Mass.   
If you would like to join us and use your talents 
with our youngsters—please contact Kathy Rohr 
the office.   

Holiday Cookie Sale Notre Dame High School - Fairfield is hosting a Holiday Cookie Sale   on Fri-
day, December 13th from 2:00pm to 6:00pm and Saturday, December 14th from 10:00am to 2:00pm in 
the Notre Dame library.  Homemade and specialty cookies will be available to purchase at $10.00 per 
pound.  Proceeds of the sale will go to the NDF Parent Association.  Notre Dame is located at 220 
Jefferson Street in Fairfield.   

mailto:nschanne@maltahouse.org
http://www.maltahouse.org/

