
St. Jerome Church 

23 Half Mile Road  Norwalk, CT 06851                                 203-847-5349 



SECOND SUNDAY OF LENT MARCH 1, 2015 

 

 

SABBATH MASSES 

Saturday 4:00 PM E.S.T. & 4:30 PM D.S.T. 

Sunday  8:00 AM 

 9:15 AM  Young Childrenʼs Mass 

 11:00 AM   

 6:00 PM  Teen Mass 

 

DAYS OF OBLIGATION 

Vigil   7:00 PM  

Holy Day  9:00 AM, 7:00 PM 

 

WEEKDAY MASSES 

Mon-Sat  9:00 AM 

 

HOW TO FIND US…… 

Parish Website:  

www.stjeromenorwalk.org 

 

Parish Email:  

norwalkstjerome@cs.com 

 

REACH email:   

reachstjerome@optonline.net 

 

Facebook: St. Jerome Norwalk 

 

Twitter:  @StJeromeNorwalk 

 

REACH & TOTAL Facebook:  

REACH St.Jerome 

 

REACH & TOTAL Twitter: 

@REACHstjerome 

PASTORAL STAFF 

203-847-5349 

Rev. David Blanchfield, Pastor 

Rev. Joseph Palacino, Parochial Vicar 

Rev. Michael Hoag, S.J., Sunday Assistant 

Deacon Dean Finch • 203-246-3501 

deacon.dean.finch@gmail.com 

 

PARISH OFFICE 

203-847-5349 

Mrs. Pat Florio, Secretary   

Office Hours, Mon-Fri 9:00 AM - 3:00 PM 

 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION (REACH)   

203-846-2111 

Mrs. Kathy Coyne, DRE 

Mrs. Anne Groener 

Mrs. Natalie Raduazzo   

Mrs. Kathy Rohr 

Facebook (REACH St.Jerome)   

Twitter (@REACHstjerome) 

 

YOUTH MINISTRY (TOTAL) 

Joe and Daniela OʼCallaghan   

203-847-0321 

jocallaghan@optonline.net  

danielaoc@optonline.net 

 

MUSIC MINISTRY 

203-847-5349 

Mr. Donald Nelson   

Mrs. Joan McFarland   

 

PARISH COUNCIL CHAIRPERSON 

Dan Loch  • 203-846-3980 

 

FINANCE COUNCIL 

Jerry Holdridge • 203-966-3658 

 

ALL SAINTS CATHOLIC SCHOOL  

203-847-3881 

139 West Rocks Road 

Norwalk, CT 06851 

Mrs. Linda Dunn, Principal 

 

FAITH DIRECT—ONLINE GIVING 

866-507-8757 

Sign up online at www.faithdirect.net using our 

church code: CT46, or by mailing a paper 

enrollment form available in the parish office. 

MISSION STATEMENT 

We the people of St. Jerome Parish, a 

Roman Catholic community, proclaim 

our belief in the message and mission of 

Jesus Christ.  As disciples of Jesus we are 

called to proclaim the Kingdom of God 

and to work for its values in the local 

community and beyond.  We are com-

mitted to:  worship, religious education, 

shared faith and service.  We welcome 

all people with respect, acceptance and 

support. 

Parish Staff 



Altar Flowers 

Altar Flowers may be memorialized for a donation 

of $50.  Please call the Parish Office several 

months prior to your desired date. 

 

Adoration & Silent Prayer Every day 

between 4:00PM and 5:00PM.  

 

Contemplative Prayer Wednesday evening 

at 7:00 PM and Friday morning at 7:00 AM.  

Come spend some quiet time with the Lord. 

 

Widows’ Support Group 

Meets at 9:30AM on the first Thursday of the 

month in the Kevin Eidt Youth Room. 

 

Perpetual Novena  Our Lady of the 

Miraculous Medal takes place each Monday 

following morning Mass 

 

Rosary & Divine Mercy Prayers 

Monday through Saturday after daily Mass 

 

Baptisms Every fourth Sunday at 12:15.  

Please call the parish office to schedule.  

 

Required Pre-Baptism Please contact  

Deacon Dean Finch at 203-246-3501 to arrange. 

Class is required for the first child baptized at  

St. Jerome. 

 

Reconciliation  One hour before vigil on 

Saturday.  Also Anytime by appointment 

 

Marriages  Please contact the Rectory at least 

six months in advance. 

 

Anointing of the Sick  takes place on the first 

Wednesday of each month, immediately following 

the 9:00 AM Mass,  in the sanctuary.  Anyone 

with an ongoing medical condition or who is 

seriously ill, anticipating a medical procedure or 

operation, is welcome to come. 

 

 

2/28 9:00 am Dr. Donald Burke 

   (Joan Tracey &  

                                          Peggy Staack) 

       

VIGIL FOR SUNDAY  

 4:00 pm Edward Cleary 

   (Phil & Pat Florio)  

 

SECOND SUNDAY OF LENT 

3/1 8:00 am for our special intentions 

 9:15 am Ileane Glica 

   (Chuba family) 

 11:00 am Rich Lusniak (6th Anniv.)  

   (wife & kids) 

           6:00 pm         Lois & Bob Rohr 

                                (the Family) 

 

3/2 9:00 am Dana Walsh 

   (Judi & Bob Dennehy) 

    

3/3 9:00 am Richard Bartolot, Sr.  

             (Nellie & Bob LeBrun) 

       

3/4 9:00 am for the People 

    

 3/5 9:00 am Francis Menoutis 

   (DiCostanzo Family) 

 

3/6 9:00 am Angelina Tucci 

   (Esty Tucci) 

 

3/7 9:00 am Irene Tavella (10th Anniv.) 

   (Diane Cocchia & family) 

       

VIGIL FOR SUNDAY  

 4:00 pm Anthony Trombetta 

   (Abruscato &  

            Trombetta Families)  

 

THIRD SUNDAY OF LENT 

3/8 8:00 am for the People 

 9:15 am Benjamin Olmstead 

   (Rosa Morgera) 

 11:00 am Vincenzo Iannone, Jr.   

   (the family) 

           6:00 pm         Rose Stuckey 

                               (Annette & Richard Maiberger) 

MASS INTENTIONS 2015 

****There are many available times for 

Mass intentions.  Please drop by or call the 

Parish Office. 



 Random Thoughts 

     I grew up in a very traditional Catholic world, having gone to grammar school in the 

fifties. At the time there was a huge split between the religious and the secular, or to 

put it theologically, between grace and nature. Even as a kid I suspected there was 

something forced in that separation. My intellectual turning point came in my 20’s when 

in the seminary I read an article by the famous Jesuit theologian Karl Rahner. He wrote an article sug-

gesting that to genuinely love another was at the same time to also love God, whether you knew there 

was a God or not. His position is that God is both at the center and in the depths of life. To enter fully 

into the human is to find the divine.  Suddenly I had a theological justification for seeing Grace as infus-

ing nature. 

     I mention all this because my Lenten journey has involved both explicit religious practices and what 

some might call secular practices. I am both doing a daily Ignation examination of consciousness and 

following the eight week program of two psychologists, Williams and Penman, who have written the 

book MINDFULNESS: AN EIGHT WEEK PLAN FOR FINDING PEACE IN A FRANTIC WORLD. There 

are enormous similarities between contemplation as a form of prayer and mindfulness as a technique 

for gaining mastery over your internal mental and emotional chaos. In the examination of conscious-

ness, the first thing you do is review the day to see what God wants you to be thankful for. In the mind-

fulness approach, you spend time in one exercise listing ten things to be thankful for in the past time 

period. You cannot move ahead until you list the ten things. Try that simple exercise and see if it does-

n’t make a difference in your life.    

     I know that here, at St. Jerome, it is easy to find things about which to be grateful, you just have to 

pay attention. 

THIS WEEK AT   

ST. JEROME…. 

 

 

 

Sun., 3/1   REACH K-6 after 9:15 Mass 

Mon., 3/2   Women’s Scripture & Prayer 9:30 AM 

        Women’s Guild 1:00 PM 

Tues 3/3 Bible Study 9:30 AM 

               Reconciliation 7:00 PM 

Wed., 3/4 Contemplative Prayer 7:00 PM 

                Women’s Scripture & Prayer 7:30 PM 

Thurs.,3/5 Widow’s Support Group 9:30 AM 

                 REACH Singers Rehearsal 7:30 

Fri., 3/6 Contemplative Prayer 7:00 AM 

             Stations of the Cross 12 Noon 

             Bread & Soup 6:00 PM 

   Lent Talk 7:00 PM 

   Evening Prayer 8:15 PM 

Sat., 3/7 Men’s Ministry 7:00 AM 

   

 

SAFE ENVIRONMENTS  All 

volunteers 18 and over must be 

in compliance with the diocesan 

4 step mandate. We encourage our young families with 

young children to take the VIRTUS DVD discussion 

“Protecting God’s Children.” It only takes 2.5 hours and you 

leave with a wealth of information and the 5 step plan to 

protect your children and others.   Please see the VIRTUS 

website (www.virtusonline.org) for all upcoming sessions 

and to pre-register for a session that works for you. 

LENTEN REGULATION 

REMINDER 

 

FASTING:  Ages 18-59 fast on Ash Wednesday 

and Good Friday, limiting themselves to one full 

meal and two smaller meals each day, with no 

snacking between meals. 

ABSTINENCE:  Catholics age 14 and older ab-

stain from meat on Ash Wednesday, Good Friday, 

and all Fridays of Lent. 

 

The next meeting of the St. 

Jerome Women’s Guild will be 

on Monday, March 2nd, at 

1:00 PM in the Church Hall. 

 

WEEKLY OFFERTORY SUMMARY 

February 22, 2015       $2,993 

February total to date    $35,173 

February offertory budget    $39,050 

As always, thank you for your continued generous 

support of our parish. 

**Please help make our counting team’s job 

easier….we would like to ask all parishioners who 

are including checks in their offertory envelopes to fill 

in both the donation amount and check number in the 

appropriate spaces.  Thank you!!  



   

 

 

 

RESURRECTION & AFTERLIFE IN THE NEW TESTAMENT 

**THIS TUESDAY** 

What happens after we die? Starting March 3rd we will continue to explore this question 

with the Gospels, the Apostles Peter and Paul, and the Visions in the Apocalypse of 

John at one-hour Bible Study sessions in the church hall after the 9:00 AM Mass on 

Tuesday mornings. We again will watch 25-minute DVD videos on "Resurrection and the Afterlife in the 

New Testament" by Prof. Candida Moss, Ph.D., of Notre Dame University. After each video we will have 

a half-hour of discussion time led by Fr. David. 

Scripture Corner  by Dan Loch 

     Why does this Transfiguration reading always come up on the Second Sunday in Lent? Why is it 

paired this Lent with a First Reading about Abraham's sacrifice of Isaac? 

The First Reading story of Abraham and Isaac is a grim tale of how a father would sacrifice his son. 

We hear it first as children, and know it well. We tell it with hope. We do not know if Isaac, like Jesus, asked, 

“Father, why have you forsaken me?” We know only that he obeyed. He did as his father required. He let his 

father lay him on the firewood altar. He watched his father raise the knife. He could only look to his father with 

a struggling hope for love. Why do we re-tell this story with the Transfiguration gospel? Because both are 

about a parent's sacrifice of a beloved child. 

For many years at the 10:30 AM REACH Mass in the hall each grade 4, 5, and 6 classroom from 

January to May had a turn at a Gospel Reaction, the students' personal take on their Sunday's gospel. Often 

they chose to act out the gospel, but they were encouraged to do a Gospel Reaction about what their gospel 

meant to them today. Easy to do with the parables, tough to do with the Transfiguration. And yet some class 

got the Transfiguration each year as their Gospel Reaction.  

One year a REACH fourth grade Gospel Reaction keyed in on “Listen to him.” They acted out listening 

in turn to friends, parents, and teachers, in three quick scenes. The teacher ended with: 

Most of the time God does not come to us in big, splashy ways.  We don’t get to see any Transfigura-

tions of Jesus on a mountain top. God comes to us in ordinary, everyday events...in being friends, in helping 

others, in obeying the Commandments, in praying, in receiving Communion. We are listening to Jesus right 

now during this Mass. No mountaintop, no voice from a cloud.  But Jesus is here...if we just be quiet and lis-

ten.  We can hear him in the Readings, in Father’s homily, and in our hearts. 

During the Transfiguration the Father’s voice reaffirms Jesus as the Beloved and the Messiah: “This is 

my beloved Son,” then immediately adds, “Listen to him!” Listen, to what he has been saying about going up 

to Jerusalem to suffer and die. Being God’s “beloved Son” does not exempt Jesus from suffering but in fact 

draws him to it. In Mark just before the Transfiguration (Mark 8:31-33) Jesus revealed what kind of Messiah 

he will be – one who will suffer and die in Jerusalem and rise after three days. Peter protested (“Stop it! This 

is crazy talk, Jesus.”), and got a severe scolding from Jesus for not listening: “Get behind me, Satan. You are 

thinking not as God does, but as human beings do.” 

The disciples struggle to grasp the meaning of the Transfiguration, of what they have seen and heard. 

Peter wants to build a basilica. But Jesus does not allow the disciples to remain in the “high” of this experi-

ence. He immediately leads the boys back down the mountain. Life is not lived on the mountaintop but back 

down in the valley. A mountaintop experience gives new insight and new energy, but it is back down in Lent, 

and back down in the valley that the world waits, that the real work, the hard work needs to be done, “in being 

friends, in helping others, in obeying the Commandments, in praying.” 

How can we possibly do that hard work in the valley? Well, as Paul told the Romans in the Second 

Reading, God is on our side. And with God on our side, how can we possibly fail? Yes, Lent is a time of disci-

pline, a time of penance, yet its discipline is not there to focus us on guilt and unworthiness, but rather on 

“God is for us”, is with us, and “God ' acquits us”, forgives us. “He who did not spare his own Son C, how 

will he not also give us everything else along with him?” Lent and the Transfiguration focus us and renew us 

on doing the hard work in the valley. Just do it! Embrace His grace. 



PARISH UPDATE 

NAME__________________________________ 

ADDRESS______________________________ 

CITY ___________________________________ 

PHONE _________________________________  

EMAIL__________________________________ 

�

��

� New Registration  

�

��

� Change of Address 

�

��

� Want Envelopes  

�

��

� Moving Out of Parish 

 

TOTAL NEWS 

• There is no TOTAL to-

night. TOTAL meets next 

weekend with rehearsals for the Fourteen Steps. 

• Several of our TOTAL teens and 6

th

, 7

th

 and 

8

th

 graders took part in the 30 Hour Famine this 

weekend at St. Philip’s. They went without food 

for 30 hours, completed service projects in Nor-

walk and participated in activities to raise aware-

ness for world hunger. In support of the 30 Hour 

Famine, St. Jerome will be accepting donations 

to World Vision and Manna House for the next 

few weeks in the church hallway. No donation is 

too small! Look for the BIG RED BOX! 

• There is still time to sign up to take part in the 

Fourteen Steps.  Please contact Daniela or Joe 

if you’d like to participate. 

  

REACH NEWS 

 

• Today, March 1st99 

     Grades K-6 meet at the 

     9:15 Mass then class. 

• Next Sunday, March 89 

     Grades 1-6 meet at the 9:15 Mass then class. 

 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR GENEROUS 

DONATIONS :  Thanks to our parishion-

ers we collected 1,171 food items, 435 of 

which were cereal, pasta sauce, beans, 

and soup sold after each Mass.  In addi-

tion, 57 pounds of potatoes, green 

beans,carrots, onions, oranges, and apples were 

donated.  The Milk Fund total was $97. The food 

pantries run by Person-to-Person, Open Door, and 

Mid-Fairfield AIDS Project always appreciate the 

strong support we provide for their hungry families. 

  

This week we begin the 

2015 Annual Catholic 

Appeal to provide the 

funds for the pastoral, 

educational and charitable ministries of the Diocese of 

Bridgeport. This year’s theme, Building Communities 

of Faith, calls us to come together as a people of God 

to live and share the faith we profess as we carry forth 

the mission of Jesus Christ. When you receive your 

Appeal mailing this week, please take time to read the 

information thoroughly, how you can help and give 

prayerful consideration when contemplating your sac-

rificial gift to the campaign. Thank you. 

 

TWEET OF THE WEEK @Pontifex  

“There is no sin that God cannot  

pardon.  All we need to do is  

ask for forgiveness.” 

ST. PATRICK’S DAY CARD PARTY 

Tickets are on sale in the church hallway 

after all Masses this weekend and next for 

our parish's annual St. Patrick's Day Card 

Party on Wednesday, March 11, starting at 

6:30 PM in the church hall. Admission is still 

only $5.00. Or call Karen Christensen at 203-858-

2585 or Regina Flaherty at 203-219-0374 for tick-

ets. Come and play your favorite game. If cards are 

not your game, feel free to bring your Scrabble, Par-

cheesi, Chinese checkers, or a game of your 

choice. Great desserts will be served and there will 

be door prizes and raffles. Please sign up on the 

church hallway bulletin board to bring a dessert to 

share. We're hoping for many, delicious desserts 

and appreciate your help. 

 

Helping Hands Project  

     If you are interested in help-

ing other parishioners in need of 

a ride to Dr’s appointments, gro-

cery shopping or a meal prepared, the Social con-

cerns Committee has a way to assist.  You can sign 

up on the sheet posted on the hallway bulletin 

board with your name, phone, and email informa- 

tion.  

       Any parishioner who could benefit from some 

extra help is encouraged to write about their need, 

along with their contact information and place in the 

Helping Hand box on the table by the front en-

trance. Social Concerns will try to arrange help for 

you. 

LENTEN FRIDAY SUPPERS  

START THIS FRIDAY 

We again will have simple Lenten Fri-

day Soup and Bread suppers in the 

church hall for the next three Fridays (March 6, 13, 

& 20). Supper is at 6 PM. This Friday, at 7 PM, Tom 

Larkin will give the first Witness Talk. Please sign 

up in the church hallway for making meatless soups 

for our Lenten Friday Suppers.  

 

 


