
St. Jerome Church 

23 Half Mile Road  Norwalk, CT 06851                                 203-847-5349 



FOURTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME FEBRUARY 1, 2015 

 

 

SABBATH MASSES 

Saturday 4:00 PM E.S.T. & 4:30 PM D.S.T. 

Sunday  8:00 AM 

 9:15 AM  Young Childrenʼs Mass 

 11:00 AM   

 6:00 PM  Teen Mass 

 

DAYS OF OBLIGATION 

Vigil   7:00 PM  

Holy Day  9:00 AM, 7:00 PM 

 

WEEKDAY MASSES 

Mon-Sat  9:00 AM 

 

HOW TO FIND US…… 

Parish Website:  

www.stjeromenorwalk.org 

 

Parish Email:  

norwalkstjerome@cs.com 

 

REACH email:   

reachstjerome@optonline.net 

 

Facebook: St. Jerome Norwalk 

 

Twitter:  @StJeromeNorwalk 

 

REACH & TOTAL Facebook:  

REACH St.Jerome 

 

REACH & TOTAL Twitter: 

@REACHstjerome 

PASTORAL STAFF 

203-847-5349 

Rev. David Blanchfield, Pastor 

Rev. Joseph Palacino, Parochial Vicar 

Rev. Michael Hoag, S.J., Sunday Assistant 

Deacon Dean Finch • 203-246-3501 

deacon.dean.finch@gmail.com 

 

PARISH OFFICE 

203-847-5349 

Mrs. Pat Florio, Secretary   

Office Hours, Mon-Fri 9:00 AM - 3:00 PM 

 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION (REACH)   

203-846-2111 

Mrs. Kathy Coyne, DRE 

Mrs. Anne Groener 

Mrs. Natalie Raduazzo   

Mrs. Kathy Rohr 

Facebook (REACH St.Jerome)   

Twitter (@REACHstjerome) 

 

YOUTH MINISTRY (TOTAL) 

Joe and Daniela OʼCallaghan   

203-847-0321 

jocallaghan@optonline.net  

danielaoc@optonline.net 

 

MUSIC MINISTRY 

203-847-5349 

Mr. Donald Nelson   

Mrs. Joan McFarland   

 

PARISH COUNCIL CHAIRPERSON 

Dan Loch  • 203-846-3980 

 

FINANCE COUNCIL 

Jerry Holdridge • 203-966-3658 

 

ALL SAINTS CATHOLIC SCHOOL  

203-847-3881 

139 West Rocks Road 

Norwalk, CT 06851 

Mrs. Linda Dunn, Principal 

 

FAITH DIRECT—ONLINE GIVING 

866-507-8757 

Sign up online at www.faithdirect.net using our 

church code: CT46, or by mailing a paper 

enrollment form available in the parish office. 

MISSION STATEMENT 

We the people of St. Jerome Parish, a 

Roman Catholic community, proclaim 

our belief in the message and mission of 

Jesus Christ.  As disciples of Jesus we are 

called to proclaim the Kingdom of God 

and to work for its values in the local 

community and beyond.  We are com-

mitted to:  worship, religious education, 

shared faith and service.  We welcome 

all people with respect, acceptance and 

support. 

Parish Staff 



Altar Flowers 

Altar Flowers may be memorialized for a donation 

of $50.  Please call the Parish Office several 

months prior to your desired date. 

 

Adoration & Silent Prayer Every day 

between 4:00PM and 5:00PM.  

 

Contemplative Prayer Wednesday evening 

at 7:00 PM and Friday morning at 7:00 AM.  

Come spend some quiet time with the Lord. 

 

Widows’ Support Group 

Meets at 9:30AM on the first Thursday of the 

month in the Kevin Eidt Youth Room. 

 

Perpetual Novena  Our Lady of the 

Miraculous Medal takes place each Monday 

following morning Mass 

 

Rosary & Divine Mercy Prayers 

Monday through Saturday after daily Mass 

 

Baptisms Every fourth Sunday at 12:15.  

Please call the parish office to schedule.  

 

Required Pre-Baptism Please contact  

Deacon Dean Finch at 203-246-3501 to arrange. 

Class is required for the first child baptized at  

St. Jerome. 

 

Reconciliation  One hour before vigil on 

Saturday.  Also Anytime by appointment 

 

Marriages  Please contact the Rectory at least 

six months in advance. 

 

Anointing of the Sick  takes place on the first 

Wednesday of each month, immediately following 

the 9:00 AM Mass,  in the sanctuary.  Anyone 

with an ongoing medical condition or who is 

seriously ill, anticipating a medical procedure or 

operation, is welcome to come. 

 

 

1/31 9:00 am for deceased fathers 

       

VIGIL FOR SUNDAY  

 4:00 pm Mary Bua 

   (Abruscato &  

                   Trombetta families)  

 

FOURTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

2/1 8:00 am Rita Saverino 

   (O’Melia family) 

           9:15 am Phyllis Rice 

   (Anne Green) 

 11:00 am William C. Clyne  

   (Justin Smith & family) 

           6:00 pm         Gerry Pinto 

                                 (Zita & family) 

 

2/2 9:00 am Angelo Palermo (18th Anniv.) 

   (Wife, Connie & family) 

 

2/3 9:00 am Bill Maiberger 

   (Annette & Richard   

     Maiberger) 

    

2/4 9:00 am Angie Mattera 

   (Husband, Angelo) 

    

2/5 9:00 am Robert Pelletier (8th Anniv.) 

   (Wife & children) 

 

2/6 9:00 am for deceased family members 

 

2/7 9:00 am for the People 

       

VIGIL FOR SUNDAY  

 4:00 pm Sharon Virgulak 

   (Joanne & Jackie Slaker)  

 

FIFTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

2/8 8:00 am Anna Mangan 

    

           9:15 am Carmela DiDemetrio 

   (Michael & Maria Granata) 

 11:00 am Vincenzo Iannone, Jr.  

   (The Family) 

           6:00 pm         Eleanor Fahey 

                                 (Chris & Helen Eidt) 

MASS INTENTIONS 2015 

****There are many available times for 

Mass intentions.  Please drop by or call the 

Parish Office. 



 Random Thoughts 

     Last night, Sunday, January 25

th

, two important things happened in our parish. 

First the 6pm Mass was the 18

th

 anniversary for Kevin Eidt. Kevin was a remark-

able young man, who I got to know in my first years in the parish. Kevin had it all. 

He was smart, athletic, musical, and he had it in his heart to serve others. Kevin 

had lots of friends and was active in TOTAL. 

In his freshmen year at Boston College, he died unexpectedly from heart problems. I will never for-

get the night we got the word and went to join the large group gathered at the Eidt’s to grieve and 

pray for Kevin. 

     Since that night the Eidt family has done an amazing job of keeping the memory and accom-

plishments of Kevin alive. They have created a scholarship program that has funded education of 

young people who share Kevin’s values. 

     The year that Kevin died, the parish renewed the tradition of presenting the 14 Steps. They did it 

in Kevin’s honor. The 14 Steps is the dramatic presentation of the Stations of the Cross done by our 

teens on Good Friday night. Apart from Christmas and Easter, it is the most highly attended Church 

event of the year. 

     I am convinced that each year it is a miracle, and that Kevin has a role behind the scenes. Last 

night the miracle for this year began with auditions on the night of Kevin’s anniversary Mass. 

     I say miracle because not only do we need teens with the talent to play difficult roles, but we 

also need a talented house band as well as sophisticated lighting and sound. We are fortunate to 

have Bill Groener in the parish, because he taught tech at Williams College before he entered the 

corporate world of lighting. We are also blessed with the musical talent of the REACH musicians 

and the directing experience of Joan McFarland. The 14 Steps requires enormous talent and dedi-

cation and every year since Kevin’s death it happens. Come this year on Good Friday night and see 

for yourself. 

THIS WEEK AT   

ST. JEROME…. 

Sun., 2/1 REACH 1-6 after 9:15 Mass 

Mon., 2/2 Women’s Scripture & Prayer 9:30 AM 

        Women’s Guild 1:00 PM 

Tues., 1/27  

Wed., 1/28  Contemplative Prayer 7:00 PM 

                  Women’s Scripture & Prayer 7:35 PM  

Thurs.,1/29 Widow’s Support Group 9:30 AM 

                    REACH Singers Rehearsal 7:30  

 Fri., 1/30 Contemplative Prayer 7:00 AM 

Sat., 1/31 Men’s Ministry 7:00 AM 

    

 

WEEKLY OFFERTORY SUMMARY 

January 25, 2015       $4,474 

January total to date    $43,290 

January offertory budget    $45,050 

As always, thank you for your generous support 

of our parish. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

Bishop Caggiano has entrusted the success 

of  our Diocesan Synod to Our Lady of 

Fatima.  With that in mind, Our Lady of Assump-

tion Parish in Fairfield (located at 545 Stratfield 

Rd.) is excited to announce that Father Andrew 

Apostoli will be delivering a talk in the Church 

about the significance of Fatima for our times on 

Tuesday, February 3rd from 7 to 8 PM. Father 

Apostoli is a cofounder of the Franciscan Friars of 

the Renewal and makes frequent appearances on 

EWTN. He is the author of many books, including 

Fatima for Today.  Please join us for what prom-

ises to be a powerful evening of fellowship, prayer 

and reflection.  Father Apostoli will also be avail-

able afterwards to meet, greet, and sign books 

that he will have on hand for those attending. 

 



   

SAFE ENVIRONMENTS  

All volunteers 18 and over 

must be in compliance with 

the diocesan 4 step mandate. We encourage our 

young families with young children to take the VIRTUS 

DVD discussion “Protecting God’s Children.” It only 

takes 2.5 hours and you leave with a wealth of infor-

mation and the 5 step plan to protect your children 

and others.   Please see the VIRTUS website 

(www.virtusonline.org) for all upcoming sessions and 

to pre-register for a session that works for you. 

 

Lauralton Hall  

200 High Street, Milford 

invites you to attend Take-a-Look 

Tuesday on February 3, 2015 at 8:00 

am  Join us for coffee and a tour.  

RSVP to 203-878-3333—but if you don’t know until 

the last the last minute—just drop in.  200 High Street, 

Milford. 

 

 

The St. Jerome Women’s 

Guild will meet on February 

2nd at 1:00 PM in the church 

hall. 

 

Want to help and get more involved in our parish? 

Meals at the Norwalk Emergency Shelter 

We are in need of volunteers to help with the monthly 

service at the Norwalk Emergency Shelter. On the 

fourth Wednesday every month, St. Jerome volun-

teers buy, prepare, and serve the mid-day meal. 

Are you available to help?  Call Helen Gaal, volunteer 

coordinator, at 847-1839. 

 

Funeral Reception Support 

Help prepare and serve a mid-day luncheon for fami-

lies who are celebrating the loss of a loved one.  

There are three teams who prep and serve in rota-

tion.  Commitment is usually 9 to 12 or 12 to 2:30.  

Team leaders are  Annette Maiberger, Marian Ains-

worth, and Francie Mansager.   

Call Francie Mansager at 853-6489 with questions or 

to help. 

 

Funeral Reception Desserts & Salads 

Over 65 women contribute a salad or dessert to sup-

port our funeral ministry.  If you can drop off either the 

day before or in the morning of a funeral, we could 

use more help. Each team has a coordinator who will 

request your contribution in advance of the fu-

neral.  We can use more assistance from others. 

 

 

Scripture Corner 

     For those of you who have the blessing of being able to attend daily Mass, for the last two weeks 

we have been treated to readings from the Letter to the Hebrews. This exquisite work was probably 

written in the 80’s by an anonymous author. It was once thought that St. Paul wrote it, but contempo-

rary scholarship disagrees since the Greek is different from Paul and as Raymond Brown observes, 

The Resurrection is only mentioned once. In Paul’s writings death and Resurrection have center stage. 

     The entire book is a wonderful theological reflection on the importance of Jesus. It is in this work 

that we see the theology of Jesus as the perfect high priest.  Remember, that at the time of Jesus, Ju-

daism had a high priest who each year entered the Holy of Holies (the innermost room of the temple) 

to offer the blood of bulls and goats as a sin offering to take away the sins of the people. Each year the 

sacrifice had to be repeated. But in Jesus, we have a perfect high priest who makes the one sacrifice 

or gift of himself that takes away sins.  

     According to HEBREWS, this high priest Jesus is able to sympathize with us because he has suf-

fered greatly. His sacrifice is his total obedience and self surrender to the Father. This perfect gift is 

then heard and fully accepted by the Father.  

    This theology of Jesus as high priest is important because whenever we celebrate a Sacrament, es-

pecially the Eucharist, it is Jesus our high priest who is offering the prayer of praise and thanksgiving to 

the Father and taking us along with himself. When we come to Eucharist each Sunday we are bringing 

the stuff of our lives, the joys and sorrows, to offer along side of the bread and wine that will be trans-

formed into the Body and Blood of Jesus. The Body and Blood of Jesus are both the gift we offer and 

then receive back in communion. The reason then that we receive the Body and Blood of Jesus are so 

that we can become more of what we are already, The Body of Christ. Mass is meant to transform us 

so that we become what we eat, and then go out and make a difference in the world. 



PARISH UPDATE 

NAME__________________________________ 

ADDRESS______________________________ 

CITY ___________________________________ 

PHONE _________________________________  

EMAIL__________________________________ 

�

��

� New Registration  

�

��

� Change of Address 

�

��

� Want Envelopes  

�

��

� Moving Out of Parish 

 

TOTAL NEWS 

• There is NO TOTAL to-

night. TOTAL will meet 

again on February 8

th

 with rehearsals for The 

Fourteen Steps. Even if you didn’t attend the 

auditions on January 25

th

, you can still partici-

pate. You can be part of the crowd or help 

with the props and tech crew. 

• As part of ‘Keep Jesus Warm’, TOTAL is col-

lecting hats, scarves, gloves, jackets and 

NEW socks that will be donated to the Open 

Door Shelter. Scarves have been tied to trees 

around Norwalk by the TOTAL teens to raise 

awareness for the homeless plight as part of 

the ongoing Night in a Box project. Items can 

be dropped off in the blue bin in the hallway. 

Please encourage family and friends to make 

a donation to the shelter. 

• Registration is now open for the 30 Hour 

Famine, on February 28

th

 and March 1

st

.! Visit 

http://stphilipnorwalk.weebly.com/30-hour-

famine.html  to register. All teens are encour-

aged to participate. 

  

REACH NEWS 

 

• Today,  February 1stL. 

     Grades K-6 meet at the    

      9:15 Mass then class. 

• Next Sunday, February 8thL. 

     Grades 1-6 meet at the 9:15 Mass then class. 

• Volunteers needed each week for REACH 

to function—please check out our easy 

volunteer sign up at:  http://

stjerome.ivolunteer.com/ 

 

    

 Notre Dame Catholic High School       

(Fairfield)  

4

th

 Lancer Legacy Gala 

Saturday, February 28, 2015 at Sacred 

Heart University at 6pm. This is the school's 

largest fundraiser of the year and promises 

to be a wonderful evening celebrating Notre Dame's 

past, present, and exciting future.  For more informa-

tion regarding reservations for Gala, please contact 

Notre Dame's Alumni Office 

at tmarzik@notredame.org or 203-372-6521.  

 

TWEET OF THE WEEK 

POPE FRANCIS   @Pontifex  

“Practicing charity is the  

best way to evangelize.” 

PANCAKE BREAKFAST 

February 15 

Tickets on sale now!!! 

Tickets may be purchased after all 

Masses this weekend. Please buy 

your tickets in advance so we know 

how much food to purchase. Breakfast will be 

served from 8:45 to 11:00 in the church hall. Tick-

ets are $7.00 for adults and FREE for children 

age 12 and younger. Come as a family and enjoy 

delicious pancakes, scrambled eggs, bacon, sau-

sage, orange and apple juice, milk, chocolate 

milk, and tea and coffee.  

 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR GENER-

OUS DONATIONS TO OUR FOOD 

DRIVE!  Our first food drive of 2015 

was a big success!  We collected a 

total of 1263 food items, including the 

475 cans of food sold after 

Masses.  In addition, we received 40 

pounds of fresh produce, including 

potatoes, onions, carrots, romaine lettuce, apples, 

and oranges. The Milk Fund Collection total was 

$126.50.  Special applause to our Grade 4 

REACH families who stayed after class to help 

sort and bag the food for the pantry.  It is always 

a great pleasure to have our students' enthusi-

asm and efforts with us.  Thank you for your part 

in making these food drives so big! 

 

“Coffee &……” 

We welcome any baked goods dona-

tions for the coffees following the 9:15 

Mass on REACH Sundays. 

Please sign up on the bulletin board 

in the hallway.  


