
St. Jerome Church 

23 Half Mile Road  Norwalk, CT 06851                                 203-847-5349 



THE HOLY FAMILY OF JESUS, MARY & JOSEPH DECEMBER 28, 2014 

 

 

SABBATH MASSES 

Saturday 4:00 PM E.S.T. & 4:30 PM D.S.T. 

Sunday  8:00 AM 

 9:15 AM  Young Childrenʼs Mass 

 11:00 AM   

 6:00 PM  Teen Mass 

 

DAYS OF OBLIGATION 

Vigil   7:00 PM  

Holy Day  9:00 AM, 7:00 PM 

 

WEEKDAY MASSES 

Mon-Sat  9:00 AM 

 

HOW TO FIND US…… 

Parish Website:  

www.stjeromenorwalk.org 

 

Parish Email:  

norwalkstjerome@cs.com 

 

REACH email:   

reachstjerome@optonline.net 

 

Facebook: St. Jerome Norwalk 

 

Twitter:  @StJeromeNorwalk 

 

REACH & TOTAL Facebook:  

REACH St.Jerome 

 

REACH & TOTAL Twitter: 

@REACHstjerome 

PASTORAL STAFF 

203-847-5349 

Rev. David Blanchfield, Pastor 

Rev. Joseph Palacino, Parochial Vicar 

Rev. Michael Hoag, S.J., Sunday Assistant 

Deacon Dean Finch • 203-246-3501 

deacon.dean.finch@gmail.com 

 

PARISH OFFICE 

203-847-5349 

Mrs. Pat Florio, Secretary   

Office Hours, Mon-Fri 9:00 AM - 3:00 PM 

 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION (REACH)   

203-846-2111 

Mrs. Kathy Coyne, DRE 

Mrs. Anne Groener 

Mrs. Natalie Raduazzo   

Mrs. Kathy Rohr 

Facebook (REACH St.Jerome)   

Twitter (@REACHstjerome) 

 

YOUTH MINISTRY (TOTAL) 

Joe and Daniela OʼCallaghan   

203-847-0321 

jocallaghan@optonline.net  

danielaoc@optonline.net 

 

MUSIC MINISTRY 

203-847-5349 

Mr. Donald Nelson   

Mrs. Joan McFarland   

 

PARISH COUNCIL CHAIRPERSON 

Dan Loch  • 203-846-3980 

 

FINANCE COUNCIL 

Jerry Holdridge • 203-966-3658 

 

ALL SAINTS CATHOLIC SCHOOL  

203-847-3881 

139 West Rocks Road 

Norwalk, CT 06851 

Mrs. Linda Dunn, Principal 

MISSION STATEMENT 

We the people of St. Jerome Parish, a 

Roman Catholic community, proclaim 

our belief in the message and mission of 

Jesus Christ.  As disciples of Jesus we are 

called to proclaim the Kingdom of God 

and to work for its values in the local 

community and beyond.  We are com-

mitted to:  worship, religious education, 

shared faith and service.  We welcome 

all people with respect, acceptance and 

support. 

Parish Staff 



Altar Flowers 

January 10/11—in memory of Gaetano & Elsa 

Santini given by the DiCostanzo Family. 

Altar Flowers may be memorialized for a donation 

of $50.  Please call the Parish Office several 

months prior to your desired date. 

 

Adoration & Silent Prayer Every day 

between 4:00PM and 5:00PM.  

 

Contemplative Prayer Wednesday evening 

at 7:00 PM and Friday morning at 7:00 AM.  

Come spend some quiet time with the Lord. 

 

Perpetual Novena  Our Lady of the 

Miraculous Medal takes place each Monday 

following morning Mass 

 

Rosary & Divine Mercy Prayers 

Monday through Saturday after daily Mass 

 

Baptisms Every fourth Sunday at 12:15.  

Please call the parish office to schedule.  

 

Required Pre-Baptism Please contact  

Deacon Dean Finch at 203-246-3501 to arrange. 

Class is required for the first child baptized at  

St. Jerome. 

 

Reconciliation  One hour before vigil on 

Saturday.  Also Anytime by appointment 

 

Marriages  Please contact the Rectory at least 

six months in advance. 

 

Anointing of the Sick  takes place on the first 

Wednesday of each month, immediately following 

the 9:00 AM Mass,  in the sanctuary.  Anyone 

with an ongoing medical condition or who is 

seriously ill, anticipating a medical procedure or 

operation, is welcome to come. 

 

12/27 9:00 am Jerry Cano 

   (Donna King) 

VIGIL FOR SUNDAY  

 4:00 pm Stephen Vicenzi 

   (Betty & Harry Voutsinas)  

HOLY FAMILY OF JESUS, MARY, & JOSEPH 

12/28 8:00 am for Families  

 9:15 am Dorothy Callahan 

   (Lucille Gagne) 

 11:00 am Robert Iannacone  

   (Angela McGovern) 

           6:00 pm        Bianchina Cardillo 

                                (Ralph & Laurie Corasiniti) 

 

12/29 9:00 am For the People 

12/30 9:00 am James Tupper 

   (Aunt Fil) 

 

12/31 9:00 am for Deceased Fathers 

VIGIL FOR HOLY DAY 

 4:00 pm     Suzanne Kenyon 

   (Bonasera Family) 

SOLEMNITY OF MARY,  

 THE HOLY MOTHER OF GOD 

1/1 9:00 am for Deceased Mothers 

         11:00 am for Families 

          

1/2 9:00 am John Trabona 

   (Bonasera Family) 

 

1/3 9:00 am Anthony R. Napolitano 

    

VIGIL FOR SUNDAY  

 4:00 pm Christine P. Visconti 

   (Helen & Thomas Smith)  

HOLY FAMILY OF JESUS, MARY, & JOSEPH 

1/4 8:00 am Jimmy Leskovsky 

                                 (Peter & Domenica Gioiella)  

 9:15 am Stephen Vicenzi 

   (Tom & Sheila Reitano) 

 11:00 am Vincenzo Iannone, Jr. 

   (the Family) 

           6:00 pm        Mary Gorman 

                                (the Family) 

 

 

MASS INTENTIONS 2015 

****There are many available times for 

Mass intentions.  Please drop by or call the 

Parish Office. 



 

 

 Random Thoughts 

 

 

      Once again, I will be writing this long before you read it. Today is 

Tuesday, December 16

th

, and for me, tomorrow, December 17

th

, be-

gins the countdown to Christmas. Let me explain. 

     Starting on December 17

th

, the Church has a Mass for each day leading up to Christ-

mas. Tomorrow it will be the Mass, not for the Wednesday of the third week of Advent, 

but rather the Mass of December 17

th

. The next day it is the Mass of December 18

th

. On 

each of these days the readings are especially wonderful.  Tomorrow, for example, the 

gospel is the genealogy from Matthew. This highly theological genealogy traces Jesus’ 

ancestors back to Abraham. 

     As an aside, every year I ask my sixth graders if I should read the Matthean geneal-

ogy at the Christmas Eve vigil Mass. Mind you this is the largest, most crowded Mass of 

the year. The lectionary calls for me to read the whole list of lines like this “Ram, the fa-

ther of Amminidab, Amminadab became the father of Nashon, Nashon the Father of 

Salmon, etc.” 

Last year the vote was close, so I almost had to read the genealogy at the vigil (after all, 

a promise is a promise and they had the lectionary on their side.) This year’s 6

th

 graders 

voted down the genealogy in large numbers. 

     If you are wondering what a long, seemingly boring reading is doing at the biggest 

Mass of the year, you are not alone. The answer is given by that great Biblical scholar, 

the late Raymond Brown. He notes that this patriarchal list includes the names of 5 

women, all there to make a theological point. The women are: Tamar - a foreigner who 

pretended to be a prostitute, Rahab - a genuine prostitute, Ruth - a Moabite woman, the 

wife of Urriah the Hittite whom Kind David had killed so he could marry her and finally, 

Mary - the mother of Jesus, innocent, pure, and holy, but a woman involved with a highly 

unusual birth.  

     This genealogy also assures us that God is able to, as I tell my 6

th

 graders, write 

straight with crooked lines. God can and does work with the messy stuff in life to bring 

about good.  

     I also want to make sure you know that the Church celebrates Christmas from Christ-

mas Eve all the way through the Baptism of the Lord ,which this year, is Sunday January 

11

th

. We will keep our two beautiful Christmas trees lighted until the end of the 6pm Mass 

on January 11

th

. This year, I will be especially sad to turn off the lights because they have 

a new sparkle this year and have been a special comfort to me and a visible sign of hope 

in the midst of darkness. 

     My thanks to all of you who make this the great parish we are. Your faith and gener-

osity are a light all year long. May our light continue to shine for years to come.  



Sun., 12/28    

Mon., 12/29 Women’s Scripture &Prayer 9:30 AM 

            

Tues., 12/30     

Wed., 12/31    

Thurs.,1/1 

 Fri., 1/2  

Sat., 1/3 Men’s Ministry 7:00 AM 

                   

 

WEEKLY OFFERTORY SUMMARY 

December 21, 2014       $4,762 

December total to date    $44,839 

December offertory budget    $67,250 

     (including Christmas) 

As always, thank you for your generous support 

of our parish. 

ONLINE GIVING—FAITH FIRECT - In this sea-

son of Advent, we are continuously preparing our-

selves for the celebration of Christ's birth into this 

world. Why not help our own parish prepare for 

the coming new year by signing up with Faith Di-

rect? By supporting St. Jerome Parish 

through Faith Direct, both you and our parish can 

more easily project your future contributions. 

You can sign up online at www.faithdirect.net us-

ing our church code: CT46, or by mailing a paper 

enrollment form available in the parish office.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Knights of Columbus Museum’s 10th 

annual Christmas crèche exhibition, Buon Natale: 

Crèches of Italy, features two dozen Italian in-

spired Nativity scenes on display from Dec. 1, 2014 

until Feb. 1, 2015.  In addition, the 14th annual 

Christmas Tree Festival, featuring 24 trees deco-

rated with handmade ornaments and trim by Con-

necticut schoolchildren.  A Christmastime Family 

Day is scheduled for Dec. 28, 2014 and a wood 

carving demonstration by leading artist Antonio 

Caruso is planned for Jan. 10, 2015.  The museum 

is located at 1 State St. in New Haven.  More info 

www.kofcmuseum.org. 

VOULUNTEER    

INFORMATION  

 

SAFE ENVIRONMENTS  All volunteers 18 

and over must be in compliance with the diocesan 

4 step mandate. We encourage our young fami-

lies with young children to take the VIRTUS DVD 

discussion “Protecting God’s Children.” It only 

takes 2.5 hours and you leave with a wealth of 

information and the 5 step plan to protect your 

children and others.   Please see the VIRTUS 

website (www.virtusonline.org) for all upcoming 

sessions and to pre-register for a session that 

works for you. 

 

JANUARY 13 - OPEN TO 

ALL!  “FORMING INTENTIONAL 

DISCIPLES: The Path to Know-

ing & Following Jesus" with 

Sherry Weddell from 9am-5pm at 

St. Catherine of Siena Church, 200 

Shelton Rd. in Trumbull. How can 

we transmit a living, personal 

Catholic faith to future genera-

tions? We must make a conscious choice to know 

and follow Jesus before we can draw others to 

him. This work of discipleship lies at the heart of 

Forming Intentional Disciples, which was de-

signed to help Church leaders, parish staff and all 

Catholics transform parish life from within. Conti-

nental Breakfast and Lunch will be served. For 

info contact Angela Mantero (203) 416-1627 or 

email amantero@diobpt.org  

 

ATTENTION ALL FACEBOOK USERS:  Please 

“Like” these new Facebook pages from the Dioce-

san Office for Faith Formation. In this challenging 

time for youth and families, these pages will be a 

source of information and inspiration: Marriage 

and Family - Diocese of Bridgeport, Diocese of 

Bridgeport - Adult Formation and Youth Ministry – 

Diocese of Bridgeport. 

 

WORLD MEETING OF FAMILIES 2015 will be 

held in Philadelphia, Sept. 25-27, 2015 and with 

Pope Francis in attendance! The Diocese of 

Bridgeport will be organizing a group to attend 

this exciting event.  Details are still pending, but 

we want to know who will be joining us so that we 

may contact you once a package is con-

firmed.  Please contact Angela Mantero 

amantero@diobpt.org�or 203-416-1627. 

THIS WEEK AT   

ST. JEROME…. 



PARISH UPDATE 

NAME__________________________________ 

ADDRESS______________________________ 

CITY ___________________________________ 

PHONE _________________________________  

EMAIL__________________________________ 

�

��

� New Registration  

�

��

� Change of Address 

�

��

� Want Envelopes  

�

��

� Moving Out of Parish 

Please drop in the Collection Basket or mail to the 

office. 

TOTAL NEWS 

 

 

The TOTAL team would like to wish you all a 

peaceful and joyful Christmas and a happy 

and healthy New Year. 

• TOTAL will meet again on January 4

th

. We 

could use some individually wrapped snacks, 

2-liter bottles of soda and gallon jugs of wa-

ter.  

• Emmaus planning has begun. Juniors and 

Seniors are welcome to attend our retreat the 

weekend of January 16, 17, and 18. 

 

 

REACH NEWS 

 

 

The REACH family would 

like to wish everyone a joyful Christmas and 

blessings for 2015. 

• Today, December 28thQ. 

      No classes 

• Coming up, January 4thQ. 

      Grades K-6 meet at the 9:15 Mass then class. 

• Volunteers needed each week for REACH 

to function—please check out our easy 

volunteer sign up at:  http://

stjerome.ivolunteer.com/ 

 

December 28, 2014 - The Holy Family of 

Jesus, Mary, and Joseph 

Today as we celebrate Holy Family Sunday, our 

society can learn a several things from the Scrip-

ture readings and by following their model.  In the 

readings we hear of the faith of Abraham and 

Sarah for as in their old age conceived a son, 

Isaac.  Through this act, God shows his love and 

faithfulness.  The family is therefore the sign of 

faith of human beings and of love of God.  God is 

faithful to his promises; faith becomes the source 

of hope and happiness for his family.  We should 

always place our trust in God’s promises.  Abra-

ham believed God’s promises and put his faith in 

him and lived that in every phase of his life.  This 

week we should remember the words of the 

Psalm “The Lord remembers His covenant for-

ever.” 

 

 

 

Christmas Pageant  

Update 

 

The Christmas Pageant took 

place at 6:00PM Mass on Christmas Eve. The 

children did a beautiful job, as usual, and brought 

much joy to all.   

We would like to thank this years participants: 

Mary—Clare Bonasera, Joseph—Spencer 

Flaherty, and the Drummer Boy—Bobby DiPalma.  

Our lectors were Antonia Gasparro, Matthew 

O’Callaghan, David Chuba, and Matthew Rohr.  

Drummer Boy was sung by Javier Gonzalez.  

Thank you to  all of our beautiful angels and 

handsome shepherds.     

 

HOLIDAY OFFICE CLOSURES 

The Parish and Religious Education offices will be 

closed for the holidays from December 25th 

through January 4th.  We will reopen on January 

5th.   

Announcements for the January 4th bulletin need 

to be submitted by Friday, December 26th, via 

email reachstjerome@optonline.net or left on the 

rack outside the office door. 

 

Tweet of the Week” 

POPE FRANCIS   @Pontifex  

“May we stop before the Child of  

Bethlehem and allow the tenderness  

               of God to warm our hearts” 


