
 

ST. JEROME CHURCH 

23 Half Mile Road  Norwalk, CT 06851   ~  203-847-5349 



THIRTEENTH SUNDAY ON ORDINARY TIME JUNE 26, 2016 

 

 

SABBATH MASSES 

Saturday 4:00 PM E.S.T. & 4:30 PM D.S.T. 

Sunday  8:00 AM 

 9:15 AM  Young Childrenʼs Mass  

             11:00 AM   

 6:00 PM  Teen Mass 

 

DAYS OF OBLIGATION 

Vigil   7:00 PM  

Holy Day  9:00 AM, 7:00 PM 

 

WEEKDAY MASSES 

Mon-Sat  9:00 AM 

 

HOW TO FIND US…… 

Parish Website:  

www.stjeromenorwalk.org 

 

Parish Email:  norwalkstjerome@cs.com 

 

REACH email:  reachstjerome@optonline.net 

 

Parish Facebook:  

St. Jerome Norwalk 

 

REACH & TOTAL Facebook:  

 REACH St.Jerome 

 

 

Parish Twitter:  @StJeromeNorwalk 

 

REACH & TOTAL Twitter: 

@REACHstjerome 

 

PASTORAL STAFF 

203-847-5349 

Rev. David Blanchfield, Pastor 

Rev. Rojin Zacharias K.M., Parochial Vicar 

Rev. Michael Hoag, S.J., Weekend Assistant 

Deacon Dean Finch • 203-246-3501 

deacon.dean.finch@gmail.com 

 

PARISH OFFICE 

203-847-5349 

Mrs. Pat Florio, Secretary   

Office Hours, Mon-Fri 9:00 AM - 3:00 PM 

 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION (REACH)   

203-846-2111 

Mrs. Kathy Coyne, DRE 

Mrs. Anne Groener 

Mrs. Natalie Raduazzo   

Mrs. Kathy Rohr 

 

YOUTH MINISTRY (TOTAL) 

Joe and Daniela OʼCallaghan   

203-847-0321 

jocallaghan@optonline.net  

danielaoc@optonline.net 

 

MUSIC MINISTRY 

203-847-5349 

Mr. Donald Nelson   

Mrs. Joan McFarland   

 

PARISH COUNCIL CHAIRPERSON 

Robert Yap • 203-246-7447 

 

FINANCE COUNCIL 

Jerry Holdridge • 203-966-3658 

 

ALL SAINTS CATHOLIC SCHOOL  

203-847-3881    Pre K—Grade 8 

139 West Rocks Road 

Norwalk, CT 06851 

Mrs. Linda Dunn, Principal 

 

FAITH DIRECT—ONLINE GIVING 

866-507-8757 www.faithdirect.net 

Sign up using our church code: CT46, or 

by mailing a paper enrollment form available in 

the parish office.  Also available on our website at 

www.stjeromenorwalk.org/Faith-Direct-

enrollment.pdf 

MISSION STATEMENT 

We the people of St. Jerome Parish, a 

Roman Catholic community, proclaim 

our belief in the message and mission of 

Jesus Christ.  As disciples of Jesus we are 

called to proclaim the Kingdom of God 

and to work for its values in the local 

community and beyond.  We are com-

mitted to:  worship, religious education, 

shared faith and service.  We welcome 

all people with respect, acceptance and 

support. 

Parish Staff 



Altar Flowers 

Altar Flowers may be memorialized for a donation 

of $50.  Please call the Parish Office several 

months prior to your desired date. 

 

Adoration & Silent Prayer  

Every day between 4:00PM and 5:00PM.  

 

Contemplative Prayer  

Wednesday evening at 7:00 PM.  

Come spend some quiet time with the Lord. 

 

Widows’ Support Group 

Meets at 9:30AM on the second Thursday of the 

month in the Kevin Eidt Youth Room. 

 

Perpetual Novena   

Our Lady of the Miraculous Medal takes place 

each Monday following morning Mass 

 

Rosary & Divine Mercy Prayers 

Monday through Saturday after daily Mass 

 

Baptisms Every fourth Sunday at 12:15.  

Please call the parish office to schedule.  

 

Required Pre-Baptism Please contact  

Deacon Dean Finch at 203-246-3501 to arrange. 

Class is required for the first child baptized at  

St. Jerome. 

 

Reconciliation  One hour before vigil on 

Saturday.  Also Anytime by appointment. 

 

Marriages  Please contact the Rectory at least 

six months in advance. 

 

Anointing of the Sick  takes place on the first 

Wednesday of each month, immediately following the 

9:00 AM Mass,  in the sanctuary.  Anyone with an 

ongoing medical condition or who is seriously ill, 

anticipating a medical procedure or operation, is 

welcome to come. 

 

Gluten Free Hosts are available at all Masses. If 

you require a gluten-free host, please see the 

officiating priest before Mass.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Banns of Marriage are announced  

for the second time between  

Kendra Bria and Timothy Brown. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

6/25 9:00 am for Notre Dame High School   

   25th Appalachia Mission trip 

       

VIGIL FOR SUNDAY 

 4:30 pm  Ann Regan  

   (family) 

 

THIRTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

6/26 8:00 am Angela Monarchie    

   (Jan & Dom Vento) 

 9:15 am          Anita & Francis Paterno 

   (Suzanne & Tom Calnon) 

 11:00 am Vincent Iannone, Jr.  

   (family) 

 6:00 pm          Christopher Shamansky 

   (Rohr family) 

 

6/27 9:00 am        Kay Young  

   (Jeanne Tarrant) 

    

6/28 9:00 am Claire Budnik 

   (Helen & Maureen Jansen) 

    

6/29 9:00 am Connie Lapusznick 

   (Phil & Pat Florio) 

   

6/30 9:00 am Matt Kelly 

   (Bill & Anne Groener) 

  

7/1 9:00 am Dennis Muise 

   (Dick & Jackie Ivanko) 

    

7/2 9:00 am for our Nation 

       

VIGIL FOR SUNDAY 

 4:30 pm  Timothy Burke 

   (Parish) 

 

FOURTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

7/3 8:00 am James Zoltowski, Sr.    

   (Barbara & Lenny Faccenda) 

 9:15 am          Marie Palfe 

   (Frank & Pat Hauptman) 

 11:00 am Vincent Iannone, Jr.  

   (family) 

 6:00 pm          Claire Budnik 

   (Dan & Florence Loch) 

 



Sunday's Gospel from Luke is a grim one on first reading. We confront an unsympathetic and uncompro-

mising Jesus who speaks "hard sayings": "The Son of Man has nowhere to rest his head," "Let the dead bury 

their dead," and "No one who sets a hand to the plow and looks to what was left behind is fit for the kingdom of 

God." Harsh! It jars with our image of the compassionate Jesus. 

But let's start at the beginning. Luke uses the symbol of a journey to express commitment. Sunday’s 

Gospel marks the beginning of Jesus' journey, a turning point from which there is no turning-back. His great jour-

ney to Jerusalem makes up the second half of Luke's Gospel, a good ten chapters. Jesus has been a big suc-

cess – in Galilee: miracles with the leper, the paralytic, a sick woman, the demon-possessed man, and the rais-

ing of the widow's son and a dead girl; the Centurion's faith; parables and teachings; feeding 5,000; Peter’s con-

fession of faith; the Transfiguration! Big, BIG success! 

Yet . . . Now he heads south to Israel’s religious and political capitol, a pit where John the Baptist got the 

ax. He also gives three very demanding responses to people who would follow Him on the journey, but first want 

to bury a father and say good-bye to family. Hard sayings, indeed, but Jesus is teaching us what following him 

means: a life of wandering, no guarantee of safety or shelter, and the priority that proclaiming the Kingdom must 

have even over family obligations. The Kingdom is about rescuing human beings for life in a world that is sliding 

to destruction, hmm, something like ours might be. 

In the First Reading, Luke compares and contrasts Jesus to the prophet Elijah. Elijah recruits Elisha to 

be his follower. As Jesus said yes to God the Father, Elisha by destroying his plow says yes to Elijah. But Elisha 

requests to go home first to say good-bye to his parents. Elijah allows it. In contrast to Elijah, Jesus will not allow 

it, insisting that the urgent claim of the Kingdom must have priority. 

In the Second Reading Paul tells us that not breaking the law is easy when compared to the positive 

commandment to love God and others. It's not easy to be a disciple, the point of the Gospel. Christians are al-

ready free, but they are not yet totally free. Habits of mind and heart, addictions of all kinds, retain their hold 

even after they are given up. The Christian freedom to love enables us, gives us the power, the grace, to be 

faithful to competing responsibilities, to do what is truly the right thing to do, according to the proper priority. 

Note in the Gospel, that Jesus scolds the disciples when they want to "call down fire from heaven to con-

sume" the Samaritans who did not accept Jesus. Jews hated Samaritans and vice-versa. They regarded each 

other as heretics. Why? Over where God should be worshiped! Jews said Jerusalem, Samaritans said the hills 

of Samaria. Shiites and Sunnis. Democrats and Republicans. Big-Endians and Little-Endians (in Gulliver's Trav-

els the Lilliputians wage war over which end of a hard-boiled egg to crack first).  

 Here's the deal. There is no part-time discipleship, yet all disciples face the conflict of legitimate responsi-

bilities. Second, we've got a lot more proclaiming to do. I think of "Proclaim the good news at all times; if neces-

sary, use words." Jesus’ life, like my own, was shaped by the choices He made, and the choices of others. Je-

sus made the choice to be faithful to God’s call. That meant taking the good news of the reign of God to the 

power center of Jerusalem, and facing the consequences of this choice. If I want to proclaim the Kingdom, I 

must share Jesus' passion and the hardships it brings. I show the kingdom of God in the way I live as a disciple. 

If I "look back," if I have doubts and want to remember anger and revenge, then I am not yet ready for the diffi-

culties of bringing about the Kingdom of God. 

 I am reminded of the November 2011 founding meeting of CONECT (Congregations Organized for a 

New Connecticut) to which the parish belongs. 1,500 people assembled – black, white, Latino, Asian, low-

income, high-income, Catholic Protestant, Jewish – all speaking truth to power, to the governor, the Bridgeport 

mayor, state officials, all for the good of those assembled needing help. Fr. David's proclamation upon seeing 

this has stuck in my mind: "This is what the Kingdom of God looks like." 

               

THIS WEEK AT ST. JEROME…….  

   Sunday  6/26  

   Monday 6/27 Women’s Scripture & Prayer 9:30 AM 

      Stress Relief Workshop 6:30 PM 

   Tuesday 6/28 First Confirmation Retreat—St. Birgitta 

                   Wednesday 6/29 Contemplative Prayer 7:00 PM 

      Women’s Scripture & Prayer 7:30 PM 

   Thursday 6/30 REACH Singers rehearsal 7:30 PM 

   Friday 7/1  

   Saturday      7/2 Men’s Ministry 7:00 AM 



   

WEEKLY OFFERTORY SUMMARY 

June 19, 2016            $3,823 

June total to date      $29,524 

June offertory budget      $40,050 

As always, thank you for your generous support of 

our parish.   

 

 

Parish Office Hours  for this week - 

 June 27—July 1   9:00 AM—Noon 

Offices are closed July 2 and July 4 

 

CATHOLIC SCHOOL  

POSITIONS  

The Diocese of Bridgeport 

seeks transformational Catho-

lic school principals and teach-

ers to evangelize, form, advance, and lead our school 

communities. Our Diocesan schools serve 9,000 stu-

dents in 28 elementary schools, 5 secondary schools 

and 1 school for students with special needs. In com-

parison to national norms, diocesan students are on 

average at or above grade level in reading, language 

and math. 98% of 8th graders are admitted to the high 

school of their choice. 99% of all high school seniors 

are college bound. Please visit the Careers Page of 

www.DioceseofBridgeportCatholicSchools.org to re-

view Open Positions.  

How can you help??? 

 

MONTHLY FOOD 

DRIVE - 

THIS WEEKEND  

Our monthly food drive is 

taking place this week-

end with a new beneficiary -- The Pantry @ Nor-

walk Community College (NCC).  The Pantry's mis-

sion is "to alleviate the barriers and challenges as-

sociated with food insecurity and hunger so that 

students can remain in school, and ultimately, earn 

their degrees."  Up to 75 students come to The 

Pantry to receive free food.  66% of students are 

between the ages of 18-24, who are working 2-3 

jobs to  pay tuition.  

 

The Social Concerns Committee will be in the hall-

way after each Mass to collect cash or food dona-

tions. Thank you very much for your support of our 

local college students in need.   

 

ALWAYS NEEDED…… 

RECYCLABLE GROCERY 

BAGS  

If you have extra recyclable grocery 

bags, we have a home for them to be 

used at Person To Person in Norwalk.  

You can place them in the large box 

behind the alcove curtain as you exit 

to the back parking lot.  Any size would be appreci-

ated.  Thanks for your help.  

Fr. Mike’s Book Club News…… 

The selections for the book club September—

January are hanging in the folder in the church 

hallway.  Please note the NEW TIME for the 

meetings are the scheduled  

Thursdays at 4:00 PM!! 

Have you moved?  

Changed your phone 

number or email ad-

dress?  Please let us 

know so we can update 

our files and keep you 

in the loop!!  Just drop the below form in the 

collection basket and we can make the 

changes! 

 

Name: 

 

New Address: 

 

 

 

New Phone: 

 

New Email: 

St. Jerome now has a 

MOBILE APP for your 

Smartphone and Tablet – 

available for both  

iOS and Android. 

Visit our new, enhanced web-

site www.stjeromenorwalk.org and click on 

"Download Our New App for iOS and Android."  

Get access to Mass Schedules, blog postings, 

and more right on your smartphone or tablet! 

This app will deliver timely news updates, impor-

tant notifications, information on activities, and 

handy links to connect with the parish website 

and church office.  



On Tuesday, June 28

th

  our first group 

of Confirmandi will attend a Confirmation retreat 

at the Convent of St. Birgitta in Darien. The re-

treat will be a day of reflection and prayer to help 

the teens more fully develop their relationship 

with God, themselves and their church. Please 

pray for these teens as they prepare for Confir-

mation. 

  

Check out the bulletin board for new pictures 

from TOTAL graduation. Thank you to Beth Ol-

son for the pictures. 

  

Registration forms for TOTAL and Confirmation 

Prep will be mailed or emailed in August. 

 

SAFE ENVIRONMENTS 

******IMPORTANT ******  

All volunteers 18 and over must be in compli-

ance with the diocesan mandate.     

P l e a s e  s e e  t h e  V I R T U S  w e b s i t e 

(www.virtusonline.org) click “registration”, click 

“view a list of sessions”, search ‘Bridgeport, CT 

(Diocese)”. 

Some upcoming training dates: 

St. Catherine of Siena (Riverside) - 6/28—7 PM 

Catholic Center (Bridgeport)—7/14—5:30 PM 

 

Tap into Calm…. 

 Step into Healthy 

Monday, 6/27, 6:30—7:30 PM 

Learn another effective tool to 

dealing with life’s stress, 

trauma, fears, anxieties.  

EFT—emotional freedom technique and essential 

oils will be discussed.    

Free Event—right here with our own  

              Marian Edvardsen! 

 

AmeriCares Free Clinics  

in need of volunteers! 

Nurses and Interpreters (Spanish-English) are 

needed to help at our Norwalk and Stamford free 

clinics. If you can volunteer even once or twice a 

month we could use your help. Please contact 

Lorraine Larkin at llarkin@americares.org for ad-

ditional information. 

The Annual Catholic Appeal closes this weekend. If 

you have not yet made a gift, please pray about your 

decision and make a pledge or one-time gift. Dona-

tions to the 2016 Appeal helps sustain many who are 

unable to provide for their families or themselves. 

From counseling sessions, food and shelter pro-

grams, to our clergy and religious, your support is 

vital in continuing to meet the needs of our commu-

nity and parishes. Please complete a pledge card 

today or go directly to www.2016ACAbridgeport.com. 

Together, we are Christ’s guiding light for the lives of 

thousands in our diocesan communities.  

TWEETS OF THE WEEK 

  

@Pontifex “More than a scientific 

question, the universe is a joyful 

mystery that speaks of God’s bound-

less love for us.” 

 

@BishopCaggiano “Prayer is an occasion of 

grace for us to come to understand the events of 

our lives, to seek His grace to embrace them.” 

REACH  

REGISTRATION 2016-

2017  

     Registration materials 

were sent home with current 

grade K-6 students. Please 

check your child’s folder for the information. All 

forms should be submitted now (with or without 

payment so we save your spot!)      

If you know of a new family or a family with a 

child entering kindergarten or 1st Grade, 

please have them contact us at 

reachstjerome@optonline.net or 203-846- 2111.  


