
St. Jerome Church 

23 Half Mile Road  Norwalk, CT 06851     

203-847-5349 



TWENTY-FIRST SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME AUGUST 23, 2015 

 

 

SABBATH MASSES 

Saturday 4:00 PM E.S.T. & 4:30 PM D.S.T. 

Sunday  8:00 AM 

 9:15 AM  Young Childrenʼs Mass  

             11:00 AM   

 6:00 PM  Teen Mass 

 

DAYS OF OBLIGATION 

Vigil   7:00 PM  

Holy Day  9:00 AM, 7:00 PM 

 

WEEKDAY MASSES 

Mon-Sat  9:00 AM 

 

HOW TO FIND US…… 

Parish Website:  

www.stjeromenorwalk.org 

 

Parish Email:  

norwalkstjerome@cs.com 

 

REACH email:   

reachstjerome@optonline.net 

 

Facebook: St. Jerome Norwalk 

 

Twitter:  @StJeromeNorwalk 

 

REACH & TOTAL Facebook:  

REACH St.Jerome 

 

REACH & TOTAL Twitter: 

@REACHstjerome 

PASTORAL STAFF 

203-847-5349 

Rev. David Blanchfield, Pastor 

Rev. Joseph Palacino, Parochial Vicar 

Rev. Michael Hoag, S.J., Sunday Assistant 

Deacon Dean Finch • 203-246-3501 

deacon.dean.finch@gmail.com 

 

PARISH OFFICE 

203-847-5349 

Mrs. Pat Florio, Secretary   

Office Hours, Mon-Fri 9:00 AM - 3:00 PM 

 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION (REACH)   

203-846-2111 

Mrs. Kathy Coyne, DRE 

Mrs. Anne Groener 

Mrs. Natalie Raduazzo   

Mrs. Kathy Rohr 

 

YOUTH MINISTRY (TOTAL) 

Joe and Daniela OʼCallaghan   

203-847-0321 

jocallaghan@optonline.net  

danielaoc@optonline.net 

 

MUSIC MINISTRY 

203-847-5349 

Mr. Donald Nelson   

Mrs. Joan McFarland   

 

PARISH COUNCIL CHAIRPERSON 

Robert Yap • 203-246-7447 

 

FINANCE COUNCIL 

Jerry Holdridge • 203-966-3658 

 

ALL SAINTS CATHOLIC SCHOOL  

203-847-3881 

139 West Rocks Road 

Norwalk, CT 06851 

Mrs. Linda Dunn, Principal 

 

FAITH DIRECT—ONLINE GIVING 

866-507-8757 www.faithdirect.net 

using our church code: CT46, or by mailing a 

paper enrollment form available in the parish 

office.  Now on our website too: 

www.stjeromenorwalk.org/Faith-Direct-

enrollment.pdf 

MISSION STATEMENT 

We the people of St. Jerome Parish, a 

Roman Catholic community, proclaim 

our belief in the message and mission of 

Jesus Christ.  As disciples of Jesus we are 

called to proclaim the Kingdom of God 

and to work for its values in the local 

community and beyond.  We are com-

mitted to:  worship, religious education, 

shared faith and service.  We welcome 

all people with respect, acceptance and 

support. 

Parish Staff 



Altar Flowers 

August 29/30—in memory of Peter & Hortense 

Gioiella. 

Altar Flowers may be memorialized for a donation 

of $50.  Please call the Parish Office several 

months prior to your desired date. 

 

Adoration & Silent Prayer Every day 

between 4:00PM and 5:00PM.  

 

Contemplative Prayer Wednesday evening 

at 7:00 PM and Friday morning at 7:00 AM.  

Come spend some quiet time with the Lord. 

 

Widows’ Support Group 

Meets at 9:30AM on the first Thursday of the 

month in the Kevin Eidt Youth Room. 

 

Perpetual Novena  Our Lady of the 

Miraculous Medal takes place each Monday 

following morning Mass 

 

Rosary & Divine Mercy Prayers 

Monday through Saturday after daily Mass 

 

Baptisms Every fourth Sunday at 12:15.  

Please call the parish office to schedule.  

 

Required Pre-Baptism Please contact  

Deacon Dean Finch at 203-246-3501 to arrange. 

Class is required for the first child baptized at  

St. Jerome. 

 

Reconciliation  One hour before vigil on 

Saturday.  Also Anytime by appointment. 

 

Marriages  Please contact the Rectory at least 

six months in advance. 

 

Anointing of the Sick  takes place on the first 

Wednesday of each month, immediately following 

the 9:00 AM Mass,  in the sanctuary.  Anyone 

with an ongoing medical condition or who is 

seriously ill, anticipating a medical procedure or 

operation, is welcome to come. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The banns of marriage are announced for the first 

time between Eric Smith and Danielle Ulacco. 

8/22 9:00 am Guiseppe Giglio (18th Ann.) 

   (wife & family) 

 

VIGIL FOR SUNDAY 

 4:30 pm Lorraine Lee 

   (Emmett Lee & family) 

 

TWENTY-FIRST SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

8/23 8:00 am Josephine Tortorici   

   (Zita Sebastian) 

 9:15 am Mary Devine  

   (family) 

 11:00 am Rose Kirouac 

   (Fabian family) 

           6:00 pm         Anita Paterno 

   (Grace Eidt)   

   

8/24 9:00 am Janina Piskosz 

   (Teresa & family)     

               

8/25 9:00 am for the People 

        

8/26 9:00 am Terel Murphy 

   (Chris & Helen Eidt) 

      

8/27 9:00 am for a successful year for the  

   students of our Parish 

   

8/28 9:00 am Valverdina DePanfilis 

   (family) 

 

8/29 9:00 am Robert Drislane 

   (Joan & Joe Cusack) 

 

VIGIL FOR SUNDAY 

 4:30 pm Ben Olmstead 

   (family) 

 

TWENTY-SECOND SUNDAY IN  

    ORDINARY TIME 

8/30 8:00 am Ken McCarthy   

   (Lee & John Kuczo) 

 9:15 am Diana Morison  

   (Frank & Pat Hauptman) 

 11:00 am Gloria Esposito 

   (Emily & Gary Rogalski) 

           6:00 pm         Eva Couture 

 (Rohr family)   

   

                                   



          Random Thoughts…. 

 

     You will be reading this on the 21

st

 Sunday in Ordinary Time and if all has gone accord-

ing to plan, you will not see me since I will be in Maine, coming back for the following Sun-

day. 

 

     First, an update on Fr. Joe. He is still home in Trumbull and doing well but remains very 

tired in the morning. He misses every one and is anxious to figure out why he is so tired. 

Just last week he repeated all his blood tests and everything came back normal, so the 

mystery continues. Keep him in your prayers and know that you are in his. 

 

     Our Gospel this Sunday is the end of chapter 6 in John’s Gospel, the lengthy Gospel we 

have heard these past weeks. After Jesus calls his disciples to eat his Body and drink His 

Blood, many turn away from Jesus. They cannot accept his teaching. But as I often tell you, 

the mystery of the Eucharist is that unlike most food we eat, at this meal we become what 

we eat. We eat the bread of life that Jesus may be shown forth more clearly in our lives. 

 

     Last Saturday, at the Saturday morning men’s group there were over twenty of us, so we 

split into two groups. The advantage of breaking up is that anyone who wishes gets to 

speak; the disadvantage is that usually two different discussions occur. Last week, in my 

group as we discussed the Eucharist, some of us talked about what happens to us after 

communion. The differences were intriguing. Some said after receiving communion they go 

back to the pew and watch the line coming to receive the Lord. By the way, if you are 

watching attentively and prayerfully, you will see Jesus in that line, ask any Eucharistic min-

ister. Others go back to the pew and try and go deep inside to meet the Lord they have just 

received. Some describe a moment of deep peace, others a sense of warmth. They will tell 

you their interior attentions make the Lord real for them. Others go back to the pew and 

sing, in doing so they feel part of something bigger and the sung words enter into their 

hearts. What do you do? Are you on autopilot or are you being attentive? 

 

     How you use those moments makes all the difference3.. 

THIS WEEK AT  ST. JEROME…. 

 

    

   Sunday 8/23  

   Monday 8/24 Women’s Scripture & Prayer 9:30 AM 

      VIRTUS (“Protecting God’s Children -Diocesan Training class)                   

      - 6:00 Parish Hall 

   Tuesday 8/25  

                   Wednesday 8/26 Contemplative Prayer 7:00 PM 

      Women’s Scripture & Prayer 7:30 PM 

   Thursday 8/27  

                                 Friday  8/28  

   Saturday 8/29 Men’s Ministry 7:00 AM 



   

WEEKLY OFFERTORY SUMMARY 

August 16, 2015        $3,592 

Faith Direct for August     $20,029 

Total August to date      $36,838 

August offertory budget      $45,950 

 

As always, thank you for your generous support of 

St. Jerome parish.  As can be seen above, Faith 

Direct donations make up roughly 40% of our of-

fertory.  Thanks to our Faith Direct users! 

 

 HELP NEEDED! We are looking for 

volunteers who want to pick up a 

new parishioner and bring to 

weekly Mass.  The new Parishioner 

is interested in attending either 4:30 Mass on 

Saturday, 9:15AM or 11AM on Sunday. 

 

Please contact Barbara Bagnato at 203 847-

7657 for details.  Thank you. 

 

 

PARISH  

FESTIVAL  

NEWS 

 

• SAVE THE DATEM.. Sunday, September 27, 

2015!!! 

• Join us for the St. Jerome Parish Family Festi-

val.  It’s an afternoon of fun, food, fellowship, 

music, and games. The adult admission price 

is $10.00, the same as last year. Adult tickets 

at the door on the day of the festival are 

higher: $12. Admission for all children 12 and 

under is FREE if the child is accompanied by a 

paying adult. Seniors age 72 and above are 

half-price, $5.00. We ask that you buy tickets 

IN ADVANCE and pick up any free Child tick-

ets IN ADVANCE so we know how much food 

to buy. Next week's bulletin will have more fes-

tival details. 

• TICKET SELLERS NEEDED—Our first need 

is for volunteers to sell festival admission tick-

ets after Masses next weekend, September 12

-13 and on September 19-20. We need 10 

people both of those weekends to sell tickets 

for ten minutes after each Mass. Please help 

by signing up to sell tickets on the sign up 

sheet located on the church hallway bulletin 

board.  

 

 FOOD DRIVE THIS WEEKEND  

AUGUST 22/23 

Our August food drive is taking place 

this weekend. If you haven't had a 

chance to shop for food donations, So-

cial Concerns volunteers will be in the 

hallway accepting $5.00 donations to purchase 

the most needed items. Thank you for your gen-

erosity. 

 

TWEETS OF THE WEEK  

@Pontifex  “Mary is full of grace.  She is a 

sure refuge for us in times of temptation.” 

 

@BishopCaggiano “Our Lady teaches us to 

trust in God.  Are you and I ready to learn? 

 

 

 

WE WOULD LOVE YOUR GIFT OF TIME Every 

day, 10 young mothers and their babies call 

Malta House "home". They are provided a safe, 

nurturing home environment that enables them to 

strengthen themselves and prepare for their fu-

ture. Your gift of time at Malta House can provide 

the childcare a mom needs to go on an interview, 

attend a class, or work a few hours to become 

financially independent. Your help with our Out-

reach Program or the front office could ensure we 

receive much needed donations from the commu-

nity. For more information about our volunteer 

program, please contact Joan Howard at 

jhoward@maltahouse.org. 203-857-0088. 

 

 

 

 

Celebration Mass of SYNOD 2014  

Saturday, September 19, 2015 • 11:00 a.m.  

Webster Bank Arena at Harbor Yard 

Celebrate the SYNOD and the beginning of a 

new era in the Diocese of Bridgeport!  

Join 9,000 faithful throughout the diocese 

for Mass, Music, and Thanksgiving!! 

9:00am Praise and worship before Mass with 

the Procession beginning at 10:15am 

Multi-Cultural Celebration  

Debut of Diocesan Youth Choir 



 

TOTAL NEWS 

 

• During the month of Au-

gust there will be a special blessing for all 

those going off to college at the 6pm Mass. 

• Opening night of TOTAL will be on Sep-

tember 20 after the 6:00 Mass! Please join us 

for Mass and then come down to the Kevin 

Eidt Youth Room to see what we have 

planned for this year. Feel free to bring a 

friend. 

• There will be a mandatory Confirmation 

meeting for all INCOMING 9th grade Con-

firmation candidates and their parents af-

ter the 6:00 Mass on Sunday, Septem-

ber 13th. We will be discussing the require-

ments and preparation necessary for your 

child to receive Confirmation in the Fall of 

2016. We will begin the evening with a special 

blessing and introduction of the candidates at 

the 6:00 Mass. It is very important that you 

attend this meeting. 

• Please remember to send in your Confirma-

tion Registration if you are a freshman, and 

your TOTAL Registration if you are a sopho-

more, junior or senior. 

 

LITERACY VOLUNTEERS 

NEEDED 

 

Mercy Learning Center, Inc., 

located at 637 Park Avenue in 

Bridgeport, is seeking volun-

teers to teach English Lan-

guage Learners as well as reading and math in 

its one-on-one or small group tutoring program. 

Tutors meet with their students at the Center 

twice weekly, for two hours each session. Over 

850 students benefited from the MLC tutoring 

program last year. A one-day training session is 

provided for all new tutors; teaching experience is 

not necessary. Upcoming training sessions will 

take place on Tuesday, August 25th, Wednes-

day, September 2nd, and Friday, September 

11th, from 9:00a.m. to 3:00 p.m. (lunch will be 

provided) Contact Lynn Gabriel or Sandra Santy 

at 203.334.6699. 

 

SAFE ENVIRONMENTS 

 

******IMPORTANT ******  

Training session to be held at St 

Jerome August 24th 6:00PM 

 

All volunteers 18 and over must be in compli-

ance with the diocesan mandate. We encourage 

our young families with young children to register 

for the “Protecting God’s Children” class.  It only 

takes 2.5 hours and you leave with a wealth of infor-

mation and a plan to protect your children and oth-

ers.    

P l e a s e  s e e  t h e  V IRTUS  w e b s i t e 

(www.virtusonline.org) click “registration”, click 

“view a list of sessions”, search ‘Bridgeport, CT 

(Diocese)”. 

 

Other training dates if 8/24 doesn’t work for you: 

 8/28 St. Luke’s—Westport 8:30AM 

 8/29 St Cecilia—Stamford 9:00AM 

 8/30 St Joseph—Norwalk 8:00AM 

***For those that have taken the VIRTUS class 

more than 5 years ago, a re-certification is re-

quired via an online module.  In addition, a new 

background check is necessary.  This can be 

completed online as well.  If you have trouble 

logging into your account, please contact the 

REACH office at reachstjerome@optonline.net. 

 

REACH 2015-2016  

• Classes start on Sunday, 

September 20th. 

• Don’t forget to send in your 

REACH  REG ISTRAT ION 

FORMS for the fall, if you haven’t 

done so already. Can’t find your form? You 

can download one on the Parish website or 

just stop in to the REACH office. 

 

• ******If you know of a new family 

or a family with a child entering 

KINDERGARTEN OR FIRST 

GRADE, please let us know or 

have them contact us at 

reachstjerome@optonline.net  

 

 


