
St. Jerome Church 

23 Half Mile Road  Norwalk, CT 06851                                 203-847-5349 



FOURTH SUNDAY OF EASTER  APRIL 26, 2015 

 

 

SABBATH MASSES 

Saturday 4:00 PM E.S.T. & 4:30 PM D.S.T. 

Sunday  8:00 AM 

 9:15 AM  Young Childrenʼs Mass 

 11:00 AM   

 6:00 PM  Teen Mass 

 

DAYS OF OBLIGATION 

Vigil   7:00 PM  

Holy Day  9:00 AM, 7:00 PM 

 

WEEKDAY MASSES 

Mon-Sat  9:00 AM 

 

HOW TO FIND US…… 

Parish Website:  

www.stjeromenorwalk.org 

 

Parish Email:  

norwalkstjerome@cs.com 

 

REACH email:   

reachstjerome@optonline.net 

 

Facebook: St. Jerome Norwalk 

 

Twitter:  @StJeromeNorwalk 

 

REACH & TOTAL Facebook:  

REACH St.Jerome 

 

REACH & TOTAL Twitter: 

@REACHstjerome 

PASTORAL STAFF 

203-847-5349 

Rev. David Blanchfield, Pastor 

Rev. Joseph Palacino, Parochial Vicar 

Rev. Michael Hoag, S.J., Sunday Assistant 

Deacon Dean Finch • 203-246-3501 

deacon.dean.finch@gmail.com 

 

PARISH OFFICE 

203-847-5349 

Mrs. Pat Florio, Secretary   

Office Hours, Mon-Fri 9:00 AM - 3:00 PM 

 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION (REACH)   

203-846-2111 

Mrs. Kathy Coyne, DRE 

Mrs. Anne Groener 

Mrs. Natalie Raduazzo   

Mrs. Kathy Rohr 

Facebook (REACH St.Jerome)   

Twitter (@REACHstjerome) 

 

YOUTH MINISTRY (TOTAL) 

Joe and Daniela OʼCallaghan   

203-847-0321 

jocallaghan@optonline.net  

danielaoc@optonline.net 

 

MUSIC MINISTRY 

203-847-5349 

Mr. Donald Nelson   

Mrs. Joan McFarland   

 

PARISH COUNCIL CHAIRPERSON 

Dan Loch  • 203-846-3980 

 

FINANCE COUNCIL 

Jerry Holdridge • 203-966-3658 

 

ALL SAINTS CATHOLIC SCHOOL  

203-847-3881 

139 West Rocks Road 

Norwalk, CT 06851 

Mrs. Linda Dunn, Principal 

 

FAITH DIRECT—ONLINE GIVING 

866-507-8757 

Sign up online at www.faithdirect.net using our 

church code: CT46, or by mailing a paper 

enrollment form available in the parish office. 

MISSION STATEMENT 

We the people of St. Jerome Parish, a 

Roman Catholic community, proclaim 

our belief in the message and mission of 

Jesus Christ.  As disciples of Jesus we are 

called to proclaim the Kingdom of God 

and to work for its values in the local 

community and beyond.  We are com-

mitted to:  worship, religious education, 

shared faith and service.  We welcome 

all people with respect, acceptance and 

support. 

Parish Staff 



Altar Flowers 

May 2/3—in memory of Alfred Canevari donated 

by his wife and family. 

May 9/10—in memory of Alfred Canervari 

donated by his wife, Nilda. 

Altar Flowers may be memorialized for a donation 

of $50.  Please call the Parish Office several 

months prior to your desired date. 

 

Adoration & Silent Prayer Every day 

between 4:00PM and 5:00PM.  

 

Contemplative Prayer Wednesday evening 

at 7:00 PM and Friday morning at 7:00 AM.  

Come spend some quiet time with the Lord. 

 

Widows’ Support Group 

Meets at 9:30AM on the first Thursday of the 

month in the Kevin Eidt Youth Room. 

 

Perpetual Novena  Our Lady of the 

Miraculous Medal takes place each Monday 

following morning Mass 

 

Rosary & Divine Mercy Prayers 

Monday through Saturday after daily Mass 

 

Baptisms Every fourth Sunday at 12:15.  

Please call the parish office to schedule.  

 

Required Pre-Baptism Please contact  

Deacon Dean Finch at 203-246-3501 to arrange. 

Class is required for the first child baptized at  

St. Jerome. 

 

Reconciliation  One hour before vigil on 

Saturday.  Also Anytime by appointment. 

 

Marriages  Please contact the Rectory at least 

six months in advance. 

 

Anointing of the Sick  takes place on the first 

Wednesday of each month, immediately following 

the 9:00 AM Mass,  in the sanctuary.  Anyone 

with an ongoing medical condition or who is 

seriously ill, anticipating a medical procedure or 

operation, is welcome to come. 

 

 

4/25 9:00 am for our deployed troops 

    

VIGIL FOR SUNDAY 

 4:30 pm Lois Saviano 

    

FOURTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 

4/26 8:00 am Rose Kirouac 

   (Fabian family) 

 9:15 am Elaine & Mark Harris & family 

   (Lee & Maria Pino) 

         11:00 am Giacomo Florio 

   (Ursula DiMeglio) 

           6:00 pm         William Clyne 

                                 (Bergamasco family) 

                                  

 

4/27 9:00 am  Amelia Werner 

    

4/28 9:00 am Joseph Abruscato 

   (Abruscato  

    & Trombetta families) 

                            

4/29 9:00 am Dr. & Mrs. A. Pesce 

                                (DiCostanzo family) 

    

4/30 9:00 am for the People 

    

5/1 9:00 am Josephine LaBua 

   (Janet & Bob) 

    

5/2 9:00 am Anthony DiSantis 

   (the Family) 

    

VIGIL FOR SUNDAY 

 4:30 pm Vincent Mendoza Jr. & 

   Sahara & Teodocio Lopez 

    

FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 

5/3 8:00 am for the People 

    

 9:15 am Lois Saviano 

    

         11:00 am Giacomo Florio 

   (the Family) 

           6:00 pm         Eileen & William Tobin 

                                 (the Family) 

                                  

MASS INTENTIONS 2015 

****There are many available times for 

Mass intentions.  Please drop by or call the 

Parish Office. 



  

RANDOM THOUGHTS 

 

          As many of you know, I love stories. There is a lot to recommend about them. Jesus 

himself was a great story teller, his parables are classic stories and what they do is both 

grab your attention and paint a picture of an alternative way of looking at life.  

     One of my personal heroes is the theologian John Shea. He started life as a priest in 

Chicago. Shea wrote his dissertation on a Protestant theologian, Langdon Gilkey, who at 

the time was still alive. His colleagues warned him  to never write a dissertation on some-

one who was still alive, for fear they will refute your position.  Shea persevered, and he and 

Gilkey became great friends. Before I ever heard of Shea, and before I was a priest, I was 

teaching theology at a Catholic College in Erie, Penn. The book I used as a text was Lang-

don Gilkey’s “NAMING THE WHIRLWIND”.  I chose it because it was a book about seeking 

God, who is like a whirlwind: alive, penetrating, illusive, and all encompassing.  Gilkey, and 

the Jesuit Karl Rahner, taught me to look for traces of the Divine in the midst of the human.  

     Later when I discovered John Shea, I saw him as a kindred spirit because we were both 

inspired by Langdon Gilkey. The book that made John Shea famous in Catholic circles was 

“STORIES OF GOD: AN UNAUTHORIZED BIOGRAPHY”. Listen to the opening lines of 

that book written in 1978. “If God made man because he loves stories, creation is a suc-

cess. For humankind is addicted to stories. No matter our mood, in reverie or expectation, 

panic or peace, we can be found stringing together incidents, and unfolding episodes. We 

turn our pain into narrative so we can bear it; we turn our ecstasy into narrative so we can 

prolong it<< we are the story God tells. Our very lives are the words that come from his 

mouth.” (pgs 7-8) 

     When I first read those words they triggered something deep within me. Later on I 

learned to write my own spiritual autobiography. It was the key events in my life, a life that I 

see as being co-written with God. There is a narrative flow to my life and yours. Our lives 

are stories in which God is both a character and an author. If you look carefully at your life 

you will see his hand. 

     Still later Shea wrote an article in “CHICAGO STUDIES” about telling the religiously sig-

nificant stories of your life. That article was another turning point for me. 

     This is the first in a series of columns about stories. Keep track of them because they 

are the set up to a parish activity that will take place in June and July. More to follow<< 

THIS WEEK AT  ST. JEROME…. 

 

 

 

    Sun., 4/26 REACH Grades 1-6 meet in the morning 

      TOTAL meets in the evening 

      MayaWorks Sale—Hallway after all Masses 

    Mon., 4/27 Women’s Scripture & Prayer 9:30 AM 

      Social Concerns Meeting—evening 

    Tues., 4/28  

                    Wed., 4/29 Contemplative Prayer 7:00 PM 

      Women’s Scripture & Prayer 7:30 PM 

    Thurs.,4/30   

                                              Fri., 5/1  Contemplative Prayer 7:00 AM 

      St. Joan of Arc Presentation 7:00 PM 

    Sat., 5/2  Men’s Ministry 7:00 AM 

      MayaWorks Sale—Hallway after evening Mass 



   

WEEKLY OFFERTORY SUMMARY 

April 19, 2015        $3,718 

April total to date      $44,182  

April offertory budget      $54,250 

As always, thank you for your continued generous 

support of our parish. 

  

     

This weekend and next,  

April 25/26 and May 

2/3, the social concerns 

committee is  sponsor-

ing a sale of handcrafted Fair Trade products and 

jewelry crafted by Mayan women.  Proceeds from 

the sale of these Guatemalan traditional textile 

and jewelry crafts will benefit not only these 

women with an opportunity to earn an income 

from their skills,  but part of the proceeds will also 

benefit Julie Coyne’s Foundation,  Education and 

Hope, as well as Malta House here in Norwalk. 

     We invite you to stop by before and after all 

weekend Masses to shop for gifts for your family, 

friends, teachers, yourself and also for Mother’s 

day. 

      If you can help with the sales at any of the 

Masses, please fill in the sign-up sheet on the So-

cial Concerns Bulletin Board in the church hall-

way. 

 

April Food Drive  

THIS WEEKEND! 

Our monthly food drive is this week-

end.  Members of the Social Concerns 

Committee will be in the hallway collect-

ing $5.00 to purchase the most needed 

food items. Your purchase will be added 

to our food collection.  In addition the Milk Fund 

boxes will be at the doors.  No donation is too 

small. Thank you for your contributions which help 

our Norwalk families put food on their tables. 

 

TWEET OF THE WEEK @Pontifex 

“The Lord never tires of forgiving us.  It is 

we who get tired of asking for pardon.”  

    AN EVENING WITH��...  

ST. JOAN of ARC 

Friday, May 1

ST

 -  7:00 to 8:30 pm 

Come join us for an intriguing look 

at St. Joan, warrior and saint, in the 

parish hall. There will be a film, 

some discussion, with some coffee 

and French treats. Please note that due to some 

violent scenes this film is not appropriate for chil-

dren under 12. 

 

Want to help and get more involved 

in our parish? 

• Meals at the Norwalk Emergency Shel-

ter  We are in need of volunteers to help with the 

monthly service at the Norwalk Emergency Shel-

ter. On the fourth Wednesday every month, St. 

Jerome volunteers buy, prepare, and serve the 

mid-day meal.   Are you available to help?  Call 

Helen Gaal, volunteer coordinator, at 847-1839. 

 

• Funeral Reception Support  Help prepare 

and serve a mid-day luncheon for families who are 

celebrating the loss of a loved one.  There are 

three teams who prep and serve in rota-

tion.  Commitment is usually 9 to 12 or 12 to 2:30.  

Team leaders are  Annette Maiberger, Marian 

Ainsworth, and Francie Mansager.   Call Francie 

Mansager at 853-6489 with questions or to help. 

 

• Funeral Reception Desserts & Salads 

Over 65 women contribute a salad or dessert to 

support our funeral ministry.  If you can drop off 

either the day before or in the morning of a fu-

neral, we could use more help. Each team has a 

coordinator who will request your contribution in 

advance of the funeral.  We can use more assis-

tance from others. 

 

Through programs of reli-

gious education, children 

and adults are provided 

with the knowledge, experiences, and skills nec-

essary to become faithful and fruitful disciples of 

Jesus, becoming better prepared to live and ar-

ticulate the principles and values of their Faith. 

The Saint Cyril of Jerusalem Program is an adult 

catechetical formation program of the Catholic 

faith available on DVD and online while 

S.H.A.R.E offers college level classes. This pas-

toral ministry is essential to passing on the faith 

and your gift to the 2015 Annual Catholic Appeal 

will help its continuance.  



 

TOTAL NEWS 

 

 

• TOTAL meets tonight with a regular session.         

      Please join us after the 6:00 Mass in the   

      Kevin Eidt Youth Room.   

• Information regarding Confirmation Retreats 

      will be emailed to parents shortly. 

   

 

REACH NEWS 

 

 

 

• Today, April 26thM. 

      Grades 1-6 meet at the 9:15 Mass then class 

• Next Sunday, May 3M 

      Grades K-6 meet at the 9:15 Mass then class 

  **LAST KINDERGARTEN** 

      Grades 7-8 meet in the evening 

       

 

Jubilee Mass of Wedding Anniversaries 

The Diocese of Bridgeport will celebrate a Mass 

commemorating significant wedding anniversaries 

at Saint Theresa Church, Trumbull, on Sunday, 

May 17, at 3:00 P.M. Bishop Caggiano will be the 

Principal Celebrant at this special Mass which will 

include the renewal of marriage vows and presen-

tation of commemorative certificates.  Couples 

celebrating an anniversary in 2015 which ends in 

“0” or “5,” or anyone celebrating 50+ years are in-

vited to register with their parish by May 8. 

 

 

 

 The St. Jerome Women’s 

Guild is asking the parish to 

help out with the Annual 

Baby Shower for Birthright.  

They are in need of baby products from infant to 

9 months such as diapers, onesies, receiving 

blankets, nighties, etc. 

There will be containers in the Church Hallway 

and inside the front Church Entrance.  The 

Shower ends May 10th.  Please help us help 

Birthright.  Thank you!! 

 

 

NEW DIOCESE OF BRIDGEPORT 

FREE PHONE APP 

available now at the App Store 

(iPhone) or Play Store (Android)  

 

 

SAFE ENVIRONMENTS   

All volunteers 18 and over 

must be in compliance 

with the diocesan mandate. We encourage our 

young families with young children to register for the 

“Protecting God’s Children” class.  It only takes 2.5 

hours and you leave with a wealth of information 

and a plan to protect your children and others.    

P l e a s e  s e e  t h e  V IRTUS  w e b s i t e 

(www.virtusonline.org) click “registration”, click 

“view a list of sessions”, search ‘Bridgeport, CT 

(Diocese)”. 

***For those that have taken the VIRTUS class 

more than 5 years ago, a re-certification is re-

quired via an online module.  In addition, a new 

background check is necessary.  This can be 

completed online as well.  If you have trouble 

logging into your account, please contact the 

REACH office at reachstjerome@optonline.net. 

 

 

 

Notre Dame - Fairfield 

presents its annual spring 

musical, The Drowsy 

Chaperone on May 

8th (8pm) and May 

9th (2pm and 8pm) at the 

Edgerton Center for Performing Arts at Sacred 

Heart University. Ticket prices are $15 for adults, 

$10 for seniors and $7 for students and chil-

dren. Tickets (reserved seating) can be pur-

chased by contacting Theresa Marzik 

at tmarzik@notredame.org or 203-372-6521.    

 

LAURALTON HALL will be offering 

an Entrance Exam for 7th grade girls 

on Saturday, May 2nd at 8:00am.  

Pre-register for the exam online at 

www.lauraltonhall.org.  Any ques-

tions, please call our admissions Office at 203-

878-3333. 

 

WOMEN'S DAY OF REFLECTION "The Rosary of 

our Lives” with Amy Ekeh on Sat., May 30 at Saint 

Margaret Shrine, 2523 Park Ave., Bridgeport.  Begin 

the day with morning Mass at 8:15am, breakfast, then 

talks, discussions, meditations, and lunch.  The day 

will conclude at 2:30pm.  Cost $25pp; bring a rosary 

or one will be provided if you do not have one.  RSVP 

by Fri., May 22 to Gina Donnarummo at 203-416-

1446 or womensconference@diobpt.org. To register, 

mail check, made payable to: “Office of Faith Forma-

tion,” Attn: Gina, 238 Jewett Avenue, Bridgeport, CT 

06606. 


