Fr. Mike’s Book Club September 2016 to January 2017
NEW MEETING TIME: THURSDAYS AT 4:00 PM

September 15

The Color of Water by James McBride

It tells the story of James McBride and his white, Jewish mother Ruth. Ruth was born in Poland
and raised in Suffolk, Va, the daughter of an itinerant rabbi and a loving, disabled mother who
spoke no English. At 17, Ruth fled the South, landed in Harlem, married a black man in 1941,
founded a church, was twice widowed and raised 12 children in New York City. Despite
hardship, poverty, and suffering, Ruth sent all 12 of her children to college.

October 20 Silence by Shusaku Endo
Beneath the light of the candle I am sitting with my hands on my knees, staring in front of me.
And I keep turning over in my mind the thought that I am at the end of the earth, in a place
which you do not know and which your whole lives through you will never visit.
It is 1640 and Father Sebastian Rodrigues, an idealistic Jesuit priest, sets sale for Japan
determined to help the brutally oppressed Christians there. He is also desperate to discover
the truth about his former mentor, rumoured to have renounced his faith under torture.
Rodrigues cannot believe the stories about a man he so revered, but as his journey takes him
deeper into Japan and then into the hands of those who would crush his faith, he finds himself
forced to make an impossible choice: whether to abandon his flock or his God.

November 17 Orphan #8 by Kimvan Alkemade
In this stunning new historical novel inspired by true events, Kim van Alkemade tells the
fascinating story of a woman who must choose between revenge and mercy when she
encounters the doctor who subjected her to dangerous medical experiments in a New York
City Jewish orphanage years before.

January 19

Mao’s Last Dancer by Li Cunxin

The narrator of the memoir, who grew up in a destitute rural household in China, was selected
by Chinese Communist Party to become a ballet dancer trainee in Madame Mao's Beijing
Dance Academy when he was eleven. Later, he got a chance to study abroad in America as
an exchange student. After struggling hard, he finally decided not to go back to China,
following his destiny of freedom instead.

