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Minutes of St. Jerome Parish Council Meeting
December 12, 2011

In attendance:
Father Dave, Regina Flaherty, John Turchick, Algri#as, Karen Christensen, Dan Loch, Beth Old¢atje
Corasaniti, Tom Wagner, Kathy Coyne, Bill Mott@edohn Davis, Dick Auwarter.

Kathy Coyne led the Council in Prayer before thetimg commenced. Dan Loch provided refreshments.

Minutes of the November 14, 2011 meeting were rewied and approved.

PASTOR'S REPORT
Father Dave advised that the focus of this meetiag to be a discussion of reactions to the CONE®@inhding
meeting. He then first gave a brief update on tilewing activities:

» Christmas Wreaths and Candles
At Fr. Dave’s request, Karen Christensen providdidhal summary on this successful fund raising\aisti
that she initiated and managed. It involved a fabard work and follow up and all present thankadd
commended Karen for her efforts. 310 wreaths vgetd, 281 were pre-ordered, and $2,500 profit was
made. About $1,500 was made on sales of candles.

» Buildings and Grounds - Proposed Addition
A final rendition of proposed plan B with a largautdoor area and planters are to be made awaifabl
viewing and comments by our parishioners in thenrhaill on two evenings and then posted on our lagilw
bulletin board. Next step would be to get thehBs approval. The approval process is lengthyaitia
many guidelines that need to be followed. In respaim Dick Auwarter’'s question regarding fundimgl a
timing, Fr. Dave said that more details would beHcoming. If all goes well, fund-raising wouldtreiart
before next summer or fall.

* Finances
Fiscal year to date results are encouraging anitiygso far and much better than for the samegdeof
last fiscal year. About $20,000 has been receivadhe special Debt Relief envelope included wiit t
pastor’s annual financial report to the parish. @urtober 31, 2010 the parish Profit and Loss Stateémwas
at a negative $41,000. This year on October 3pdhnish is at a plus $4,000.

e Emmaus
This year Emmaus will be later, on February 10ahi] 12. Upwards of 20 teens are expected to attend.
Beth Olson is the rector and Diane Turchick isuioe-rector.

* Giving Tree
The parish Giving Tree again is a big success gsrencan notice from the many gifts for Julie’s K&hd

Christian Community Action children placed arouhd tree in the sanctuary.

CONECT (Congregations Organized for a New Connectig)

It was agreed that it was not necessary to havSagr attend our meeting as originally intendedDBve and
Dan gave a brief review of the CONECT Founding éveat took place on November'3@t the Cathedral of
The Holy Spirit in Bridgeport, CT. Sixty two Sterdme parishioners attended in a packed auditofiy4b8
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attended from some 24 Catholic, Protestant, Jewosigregations) with some of us having to sit opster
stand.

Fr. Dave also referred to his “Random Thoughts'uowl that appeared in our Bulletin the first week of
December addressed to all parishioners, which exgllained CONECT, its background, purpose andtsegu
date and the reasons and scope of our involveriEntlso mentioned his December 8, 2011 letterhdsd
attending the event that explained in more detail participation and set up church hall eveningtings of
Jan. 11 and 17 for parishioners who attended. thtiad reference was made to a positive articlahe
December 1st edition of th€onnecticut Post newspaper describing the event in detail that haeen
distributed to participants by Dan. Fr. Dave ekpgd that due to the important Nov. 30 foundingrgyeertain
decisions and commitments regarding our partiaypatnad to be made sooner than expected.

Nine of the thirteen council members at this meptttended the CONECT Founding Event. Fr. Dakeds
each one in turn for their reactions and any otleenments. Overall the reaction from those who dtsehded
was positive. The meeting was well attended and nualwith a number of prominent Connecticut poldns
present including Governor Malloy. The financi&dgges, the progress and results to date on tleedgto
platform issues and the “witness talks” regardamgne of these issues were impressive and so heas t
sought-after commitment and support from the jidihs present. Getting each congregation to tukumn to
announce itself and pledge its membership fee waewhat time consuming and laborious, but wasired

to show the degree of initial support each congfieg has for CONECT.

While agreeing with most of the positive commerdagtipularly regarding what CONECT seeks to accostpli

a council member stated that we should recognievth are getting into “politics” that often invek extreme
positions. This may be a concern for certain Sbrde parishioners who are on the opposite “politiead of
where CONECT’s parent (IAF) appears to be comignirHe also asked if CONECT’s strong organization
and leadership recruiting “skills” could result idrawing in and requiring an inordinate amountiwfe and
effort from some at St. Jerome who decide to becactige leaders, possibly taking away from othguontant
and closer-to-home “good works” that are also Bdebly these same people.

A spirited discussion followed addressing and amswethe above and other CONECT-related reactions
including the agreed-to membership fee. In summad/as Fr. Dave has already stated, we will berfqhndut
more and carefully moving ahead with our involvemefor which there are many good reasons. We tdte s
early in the process. Additional meetings willglanned and held in January to get additionaltie@s from

as many of our parishioners as possible and tmtgyve further explanations about all that isalwed.

Other Committee Communications, Succession, Recokkeeping and Formation Actions

Time did not allow further discussion on this topicon the power point presentations. At our prigeting
the Manna House team came up as an example wieseeis a leadership transition and where they mesyl
some help. As Fr. Dave suggested, we will consideiting some of the key people to our Januargting to
discuss their needs and if we can assist.

The next Parish Council meeting will be held onuzag 9, 2012

Respectfully submitted,
Abler cf;/mta&'

Secretary



